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I

have an enormous love of music—though I have no musical
talent. I sing along with the radio when I’m driving, but
that’s as far as I go. The only musical instrument I can play is
the radio. Yet, if it weren’t for me, and others like me, where
would all the gifted musicians be? You see . . . I’m a fan, and
I buy CDs.

Financial Operations Marilyn Mohr
Operations Director Norrel T. Pugay
Editorial Director Leah Steward
Editor Patricia Smith

Actually, I’m an expert music listener. If I could find someone
to pay me, I’d become a pro. I know good music when I hear
it—and I’m always happy to share my opinion. For instance, I
fell in love with Nora Jones the first time I heard her debut CD,
Come Away With Me. This woman’s spellbinding voice doesn’t
require much accompaniment, and the album featured only her
soft piano and an almost inaudible drum.

Technical/Online Editor Gretchen Grunburg
Reviews Editor Charles Carr
Contributing Editors James Alguire
Frank Araullo
Roy Davis

When Nora’s second CD became available, I rushed out to buy
it. Anxious to enjoy more of her unembellished vocals, I was a
bit disappointed. While Feels Like Home is a likable CD, it has
more of a country flavor—not the bluesy, jazz tone of Nora’s
first album. She added a full band and sang renditions that
would seem at home on CMT. In fact, one track was a duet
with Dolly Parton.
While I’m not sorry I purchased the second Nora Jones CD, I
should have done more up-front research. These days, if you’re
thinking of buying a particular CD, you don’t have to drive
down to the music store to hear it. Just hop online and click on
the music sample icons. You can judge your potential satisfaction by listening to a few stanzas of each song. Also, you can
read reviews written by current owners of the CD. Other music
fans are just as willing to give their opinions as I am.
Recently, I discovered another bonus to online music shopping:
finding hidden tracks. Months ago, I received Rascal Flatts’
Feels Like Today as a gift. I love the group, so I eagerly pushed
it into my car’s CD player on my drive home. Glancing at the
track list as each song played, I ejected the CD after the last
title. I replayed it often, but it was quite some time before I
realized that the disc has a hidden track. If I had waited for
just a few more moments, I would have heard one of the best
cuts on the CD: “Skin” (a.k.a. “Sara Beth”). To add to my
embarrassment, I found out that this CD is “enhanced;” it has
a “Making of the Album” documentary viewable on computer.
Buying music on the Internet is cool. You can get it instantly,
and the download price is low because there’s no jewel case
or cover material. Still, I don’t buy all my music online. I
might want a shrink-wrapped album for a gift, or I’ll pick
up a used CD from a garage sale. And, sometimes, I just can’t
resist when I see a huge “New Release” display at Wal-Mart.
But, as a true music aficionado, I’ve learned not to skip the
Web research.
Patricia Smith, Editor
edletters@computoredge.com
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ber that SDG&E PSA, and
it made an impression. To
this day I still say, “Hey,
you’re letting the ping
pong balls fall out!” when
someone is standing in
front of the open door of
the fridge. My brothers get
it and we laugh, but it’s
lost on my nieces and
nephews, usually eliciting
a “Huh?” or blank stare.
Ah, generations.
Thanks for the smile.
Ken Gale

borly thing to do. I leave
my home connection
open to share with other
strangers in need, too. Such
a bold criminal I am.
Please stop with the
senseless paranoia, and
encourage neighborly sharing, would ya? Not everything needs a lock on it.
Anonymous San Diego
“Criminal”

Other Environmentalists’ Tidbits
■ I got a chuckle when I
read [Leah Steward’s
Edgeword of October 14,
where she recalled visualizing] “ . . . ping pong balls
falling out of my refrigerator when I hold the door
open too long.” I remem-

COMPUTER SHOW
SAN DIEGO

■ Leah Steward, your
Edgeword article of October 14 is right on! Environmental littering is especially stupid, since the fine
for littering is $1,000 in
some jurisdictions.
BTW, it is Smokey
Bear rather than Smokey
the Bear.
John K. Williams
■ It’s pretty bad when you
can manage to get two
errors in the first two paragraphs of your lead editorial in the October 14 issue.
From www.smokeybear
.com: “What is Smokey’s
real name? Smokey’s correct, full name is Smokey
Bear. In the popular song
‘Smokey the Bear,’ written
in 1952 by Steve Nelson
and Jack Rollins, a “the”
was added to his name to
keep the song’s rhythm.

■ That “crying Indian,” as
he would later sometimes
be referred to, was Iron
Eyes Cody, an actor who,
throughout his life, claimed
to be of Cherokee/Cree
extraction. Yet, his asserted
ancestry was just as artificial as the tear that rolled
down his cheek in that television spot. The tear was
glycerin, and the “Indian,”
a second-generation Italian-American.
Click and read more:
www.snopes.com/movies/
actors/ironeyes.htm.
Anonymous
❏
Send e-mail to edletters
@computoredge.com.

✂
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This small change has
caused confusion among
Smokey fans ever since.”
From The Internet
Movie Database (http://
imdb.com) Biography for
Iron Eyes Cody: “Iron Eyes
Cody was born Espera
DeCorti, the son of two
first-generation immigrants
from Italy. In 1924 he
moved to California,
changed his name—already
shortened from DeCorti to
Corti—to Cody, and started
working as an actor, presenting himself as a Native
American.”
Isn’t it awful when
you have a legion of fans
checking your work?
Al Weiss

Notebook/Monitor/Computer/Printer Repair

$19.00—Install any component and
set up driver while you wait.
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Mercury

Scottish Rite Center (Open to public 10am–5pm)

Balboa

1895 Camino Del Rio South • 619-297-0397
FREE
RAFFLES

GET 10% OFF ADMISSION
with this flyer. One per customer only!

6 November 18, 2005

$ SAVE $

4411 Mercury Street, Suite 110
(858) 560-8547

HUNDRED
S

$

✂

www.computoredge.com

Hours:
M–F 8–6
Sat 10–4

4411 Mercury X
Armor

805

Target

163

✂

■ I was very surprised and
disappointed as I read your
September 30 magazine
[“Wi-Fi Winners”]. In various articles, the act of borrowing a wireless Internet
connection is referred to,
casually, as “stealing.”
What has happened to us?
If I have something in
abundance (e.g., bandwidth) and couldn’t possibly use even 10 percent of
my monthly allotment,
why should it be seen as
stealing if my neighbors
should share?
Stace Johnson writes,
“Maybe that person is illegally trading music, or
worse, sending out unsolicited e-mail. [You] could
conceivably be held
responsible for any illegal
activity that appears to
originate from [your]
home network.”
Come on now! The person could conceivably be
hacking into NORAD and
launching nuclear missiles
at Cleveland. Conceivably,
you could be a terrorist,
and not even know it!
Quick, lock down everything and buy more duct
tape! Why stoke paranoia
and selfishness with senseless, fear-based scenarios?
I guess I am a “thief.” If
I’m out and around somewhere with my laptop, I’ll
look around for a kind

neighbor who has left their
wireless connection without lock. I send an e-mail
or look up something on
the Web, and I move on. I
neither carry chalk, nor do I
look for markings on the
sidewalk. I think very kindly of the nameless people
who don’t bar this “unauthorized use.” It costs them
nothing, and it’s the neigh-

✂

Wireless Paranoia
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the switch and watch my
computer melt into an
expensive paperweight.
John Tibiatowski

DIGITAL

DAVE
Dear Digital Dave,
I built my own home
PC, and I am struggling
with all this power supply
(PSU) mumbo jumbo. On
the back of the PSU is a
red button that says 115V,
and you can switch it to
230V. What is this extra
boost of power for?
I tried to find the
answer on Webopedia,
but didn’t really find what
I was looking for.
Please help! I am
pulling my hair out, and
really want to see what
the voltage increase
would do to my computer,
but don’t want to switch

Dear John,
Do not switch that
switch!
It’s a selector for when
your mains (European talk
for the electrical wires in
your walls) run at 230
volts. Here in the United
States, the power wiring is
always 115 volts (or 110,
or 120—close enough).
Setting the switch to the
wrong position will probably make it work rather
poorly, if at all. You may
severely damage your
computer. Even if it does
run with the switch in the
wrong position, it will not
improve the performance
at all, so don’t mess with it.
I said don’t touch it!
Digital Dave
Dear Digital Dave,
I travel around the
United States selling merchandise at festivals and
shows. Recently, I began
collecting e-mails from
customers who want me
to inform them when I
open a store in their area
for the holidays.

Digital Dave’s Tip
I

don’t know about you, but it irks me to pay 10 or 15
cents apiece for those little slips of paper with a holiday
image on it and the words From and To. Some of these
gift tags cost more than the fancy bows.
You have a computer and a color printer. Why not
print your own gift tags? There are tons of clip art images
you can gather from the Internet for free, and you can
paste them right into your tag. I just used Microsoft Word
to do this.
First, I found some nice, simple holiday clip art at Kids
Domain (www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/xmas/clip1.html). I
right-clicked on the image I wanted, and then selected Copy
from the menu. I pasted the image on the page in Word.
In Word, right-click on the image and select Format
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I am about to open a
store in Michigan and now
have 245 e-mail addresses
of customers in the state
who want to be notified.
My question for you is,
how do I e-mail them
without the e-mail getting
filtered out as spam or
junk mail?
Mario Bravo
Dear Mario,
Anti-spam defense is
more an art than a science,
so you will find many
different schemes used
out there.
One of the criteria that
gets used in combating
spam is the number of
recipients on the To line
and the CC line. To bypass
this trap, it would be best
to send individual e-mails
to each name on your list. I
know that’s a lot of work,
but some creative cutting
and pasting could make it
go faster than you think.
If you had a much
longer mail list, then some
sort of script that could
generate separate messages for each addressee
would be a timesaver.
I would carefully select
the wording of the Subject
line. Many anti-spam programs look for certain

words that are associated
with trying to sell things.
Don’t get too cute. Strange
spellings can get you
kicked out, too.
Don’t address the message using the e-mail
address in the Dear so-andso line. Try to put a real
name there even if you
have to guess at what it is.
I hope these tips get
your message through. The
hit rate with e-mail advertising is very low. Good
thing it’s so cheap to do.
Better than paying close to
a dollar for the typical
paper mailed ad, just to
have it tossed in the trashcan without ever having
been opened.
Digital Dave
Dear Digital Dave,
In the October 14 issue,
Rita wrote in with a tip
about the Paste Unformatted feature in Word, and
you agreed that it was very
useful. I use it so often that
I created a toolbar button
that will automatically
paste the clipboard contents unformatted.
Here’s how:
Type some text, select
the text, and press <CtrlC> to copy it (so that the
(continued on page 12)

Picture/Layout tab, and click the Advanced button. Click
Square wrapping and Right Only, and OK twice. This
will let the text flow from the top right of the image.
I used a font called Santa’s Secret, but there are lots of
fancy fonts out there you can use. Script fonts look great
in this application, and some of those script fonts look
almost like handwriting—better than my scrawl.
I even made the holiday greeting alternate red-andgreen letters for fun. Print on thick, white stock or other
special paper, and trim to size with scissors, or better yet,
with a paper cutter.
For a classier look, try the clip art images at this Web
site: http://christmas-clipart.net. You can take some of
the monochrome or muted color images and overlay your
text right on top. If you really have to, you could glue
❏
some sparkly stuff on your gift tags.

www.computoredge.com
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DAVE
(continued from page 8)

macro we’re going to
write will succeed).
Select Tools/Macro/
Record New Macro.
In the Macro Name
window, enter a name like
“PasteUnformatted.”
Click OK. The little
macro-recording pop-up
toolbar will appear.
Click on Edit/Paste
Special; select Unformatted Text, and click OK.
On the macro-recording bar, click the Stop icon
(the square). The macro is
now recorded.
Now, right-click on the
Standard toolbar. It’s the
one with the font name
and size, etc.
At the bottom of the list
in the drop-down window,
click on Customize.
Click the Commands
tab. Scroll down the Cate-

gories window and select
Macros.
You should see your
macro, PasteUnformatted,
displayed in the Commands window. Don’t
click on anything yet.
Now, look at the Standard toolbar at the top
of the Word window, usually just below the standard File/Edit/View menu
bar. Locate the underline
icon (U). We’re going to
drag the macro name to
that spot.
Click and hold down
the left mouse button on
this macro name, then
drag the name up to the
Standard toolbar just to
the right of the U icon.
Voilà! The full name of
the macro appears in a
new icon on the toolbar!
The full macro name is
a bit long, so with the
Customize window still
displayed, right-click on

the new icon. A list of
actions will appear. In the
Name window, select the
macro’s name, and enter a
shorter name.
Note that if you want to
get clever, this is the place
to associate a button
image instead of a text
label for the icon. Or, if
you prefer shortcut keys,
press the Keyboard command button and associate one with the macro.
I’ll leave that to you.
Now, close the Customize window, and try
out your new command!
Every time you press
the PasteUnformatted
button, if there is text in
the clipboard, it will be
pasted without formatting.
Note that if there is no text
in the clipboard, a scary
but absolutely benign runtime error will be displayed. There’s a way to
add error detection to the

macro code to avoid that
error display but, again,
I’ll leave that as an exercise in VBasic. Enjoy!
Warren Craycroft
Dear Warren,
Very cool! This exercise
gives readers just a hint of
what can be done with a
Word macro. Very complex-but-repetitive tasks
can be automated by carefully recording the steps of
the operation and capturing
them as a macro.
Let’s see if another reader can come up with some
simple instructions on how
to avoid the error display.
Digital Dave

❏

E-mail your questions
to digitaldave@computor
edge.com. Dave posts the
URLs that he mentions at
http://webserver.computor
edge.com/digdavelinks.

DIGITAL DAVE de•fines:
Rockin’ in a Digital World

TRS CONNECTOR: You know that plug on
the end of your electric guitar cord? That’s
now called a TS connector, for “tip” and
“sleeve.” It used to be called a monophone
plug, but many people now don’t realize that
telephone operators (What are they?) used to
actually plug in phone calls after they got an
answer to, “Number please?” The “mono”
part means monaural, as opposed to stereo.
Speaking of stereo, we finally get to TRS
connectors, and they include tip, ring, and
sleeve. The extra ring behind the tip provides
the second channel, while the sleeve is the
common return for both channels.
HEATPIPE: What’s a heatpipe got to do with
music? This heatpipe is for piping heat out,
not in. It’s a technology for removing heat that
has been applied to computers specially
designed for music studios. The majority of
noise (bad in a studio) that comes from a computer is generated by the fans. Fans are there
to remove heat. By using a silent heatpipe to
extract the heat from the microprocessor chip
and bring it to the back panel of the computer,
the CPU cooler fan noise can be eliminated
entirely. By using an aluminum case, the heatpipe can dump the heat directly to the case,
12 November 18, 2005

which then spreads it out over the surface of
the case and radiates it into the air without the
aid of the case fan. Heatpipe technology was
developed to cool the side of a satellite facing
the sun by moving the heat to the shadow side
and radiating it to space. No air there to blow
around with a fan. Studio-quality PCs are not
cheap, but it takes technology developed for
space applications to make them quiet.

RINGBACK TONES: With digital technology, is there a limit to ways to play our favorite
songs? A tinkling bell on a cell phone has
long been replaced by a music clip used as a
ringtone. Now, when you call a cell phone, the
owner may have substituted a ringback tone
music clip, so you can enjoy (or not) their
taste in music. Of course, after being played
through a telephone system, the fact that the
music is CD-quality digital is probably lost on
you. Telephone companies see this as a huge
cash cow, as teens compete to have the coolest
ringback tone in the crowd.
GARAGE BAND: Lots of people would love
to be in a rock-and-roll band, but it’s hard to
find a place to set up all that equipment in a
normal house, and most people can’t afford to
rent a studio or hall. The usual solution is to
park the cars on the street and wail away in
www.computoredge.com

the garage. Some of the most famous rock
bands have started as garage bands and made
it big with the help of a demo tape, record
(What is that?), or music CD. These days, the
CD is preferred and, with modern computer
technology, it’s easier than ever to produce
high-quality recordings, even in a garage.
Electronic instruments like electric guitars and
keyboards can be recorded directly. You can
even use electronic drums for direct-to-digital
recording. About the only thing that can’t be
captured without waking the neighbors is the
vocals. It might require a few takes to catch
the singing without the next-door dog barking.
With digital editing on a computer, pieces
sans the pooch can be spliced together to get
one clean vocal track.

HOME RECORDING: Computers are taking the concept of a recording studio to an
entirely different level. For a few hundred
bucks, you can set yourself up to record track
after track of instruments and vocals all by
yourself and mix them down into what sounds
like a full band. No more worrying about firing the drummer because he shows up to practice drunk. Do it all yourself! That way, the
band will never break up.
❏
(For more of Dave’s definitions,
visit www.computoredge.com.)
COMPUTOREDGE

Musical Legacy On Tour
The John Lennon Educational Tour Bus
By James Alguire

I

t’s a good year for fans of John
Lennon. October marked the former Beatle’s 65th birthday, and
December will acknowledge the 25th
anniversary of his death. No less than
four books are being released this
year to honor his life.
But there is an ongoing, living
tribute to John Lennon’s musical
legacy: the John Lennon Educational
Tour Bus.
Ticket to Ride
The John Lennon Educational
Tour Bus (JLETB) began life in 1998
as the vision of Brian Rothschild,
a songwriter and former keyboard
player with the group Iam Siam and
cofounder of the John Lennon Songwriting Contest. The tour bus is a
dynamic outreach program, a tangible extension of the John Lennon
Songwriting Contest (JLSC, www
.jlsc.com), which is an international
competition open to amateur and
professional composers of all ages,
now celebrating its ninth year.
The JLSC is open year-round and
features two sessions, with 72 finalists, 24 grand prize winners, 12 Len-
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non Award winners, and one Maxell
Song of the Year winner. Songwriters
can submit entries in any one of 12
categories, including rock, country,
jazz, pop, world, rhythm & blues, hiphop, gospel/inspirational, Latin, electronic, folk, and children’s.
Prizes for the winners include EMI
publishing contracts, studio equipment, CDs, and gift certificates. The
contest is made possible by an agreement with Yoko Ono Lennon, who
said, “I hope this contest will encourage, inspire, and help the songwriters
of the world to share their dreams
with us.”
Give Peace a Chance
The John Lennon Educational
Tour Bus provides a small spark of
inspiration for our youth by spreading the joy of making music during
its year-round journey across the
country. The tour bus is a nonprofit,
high-tech mobile-recording/multimedia studio and event venue. Its staff
(Robert Healy, sound engineer; Steve
Miller, engineer; Doug Lubowitz,
engineer; Anthony Spencer, driver
and all-around asset) and guest artists
www.computoredge.com

provide free tours and hands-on
training to students (high school and
college); members of Boys and Girls
Clubs; and attendees at conventions,
concerts, music festivals, and community events wherever it stops. Participants get exposure to modern
recording and editing techniques and
technology, while using the two
compact, fully equipped, state-ofthe-art onboard recording studios.
Lucky students at various stops
along the JLETB tour route get to
express themselves while working
with the crew to record original music
and shoot a music video. At the end
of the day, participants walk away
with a better understanding of the process of recording and editing music
and video, and a CD and/or DVD of a
hard day’s work. You can take a video
tour of the bus or view pictures and
videos taken during its various adventures at www.jlsc.com/bus.
Watching the Wheels
I got to experience the tour bus
firsthand this year at MacWorld
Expo San Francisco and the NAMM
(continued on page 16)
COMPUTOREDGE

nica, Maxell, Roland, Edirol, DiscMakers, and iGuitar, to name a few)
provided equipment for the studios
and PA system. (Note: A brief list of
the equipment used in the studios is
available in the online version of this
article, which can be found at www
.computoredge.com.)
“We’re proud to be a sponsor of
the tour bus, helping to open doors
for young people across the country,”
says Gary Boss, Audio-Technica’s
marketing director. “It’s exciting to be
a part of supporting music education
and getting more people involved in
making music.”

Lennon
(continued from page 14)

(National Association of Music Merchants) Show. Both shows occurred
in January 2005. The tour bus, with
its distinctive blue-and-white cloud
design and John Lennon’s self-portrait, attracted a lot of attention, as did
special performances by guest artists
Nitty, John Legend, and the Spin
Doctors (at MacWorld Expo); and
audience-participation events, like a
community drum circle (at NAMM).
The interior is an amazing study in
space design. There is very little wasted space in the bus, and the living
conditions for the onboard crew are a
tad cramped. Despite the tight quarters, the crew is enthusiastic about its
mission. “It’s cool,” says Miller. “We
get to record and see all this young,
pure, amazing, energetic talent all
across the country. We have a blast.”
The front studio is designed for
creating multimedia projects and
editing audio and video. The larger
back studio is designed for live
recording (it can accommodate a full
band) and is fully stocked with traditional instruments. The tour bus also
sports a complete public-address system for holding live, outside concert
events. The various sponsors of the
bus (Apple Computer, Audio-Tech-

And Your Bird Can Sing
With education budgets stretched
to the limit these days, the arts are
often relegated to the bottom of the
list of necessary school subjects. But
the arts are almost as important as the
three Rs. In fact, many scientists are
also talented musicians (examples
include Albert Einstein, a violinist;
Henry Flynt, a Harvard-trained
mathematician and significant 20thcentury composer; and physicist
Diane de Kerckhove, who has an
additional career as a professional
jazz singer). The JLETB and songwriting contest are opening doors in
the arts that might otherwise be
closed to students.
“What I find is that music is the
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back often at www.sdiego.com
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$645
*FREE iPod Shuffle

Hwy. 15

4380 Viewridge Ave, Suite D, S.D., CA 92123

Viewridge Ave.

TOSHIBA

MEGA COMM TECHNOLOGIES

Store Hours
Mon–Fri 8am–5:30pm

Imagine
Aspiring songwriters can still enter
songs for the second session of the
John Lennon Songwriting Contest’s
2005 season. The closing deadline
is December 15, 2005. More information about the contest and the
schedule for the tour bus can all be
found at the Web site (www.jlsc.com).
For bands that enter, one of the prizes
is a chance to tour for a week with
the JLETB.
Educators who would like to have
the John Lennon Tour Bus visit their
schools should contact the organization at info@jlsc.com.
❏
James Alguire is a writer, musician, Apple certified Mac consultant,
and trainer. For answers, e-mail
jalguire@inkdrop.com.
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only voice that brings everybody back
together,” says singer Nitty, during an
interview at the JLETB at MacWorld
in San Francisco. “So, when you have
cultural arts . . . when you have music,
you know, and theater, in school, you
give kids the opportunity to express
themselves. That’s all life is. Life is a
form of expression.”
In 2004, Yoko Ono Lennon said
of the tour bus, “John would have
been very excited about this project.
It’s exactly the kind of thing he wanted to happen.”
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From Plugging In to
Plugging Product
By Stace Johnson

Y

ou have the axe, you have the
amp, you have the chops. All
you need is an audience, and you
would be a rock star, right?
Of course, if you have tried to make
a living as a musician, you know it
takes much more than equipment and
talent. It also requires a lot of marketing, time, and a fair degree of money
up front. However, computers and the
Internet can help with many aspects of
the music business, from promotion to
recording and distribution.

i

DEAL

Virtual Distribution Channel
Whether your band chooses to
record its own demo CD or pays a studio for a professional recording, you
will still need to get that music out
somehow. Your computer can help
with this. By ripping your CD to MP3
or Ogg format, you can create files
that can be distributed to anyone on
the Internet, whether through your
Record Your Own Demo
Home digital recording has come band’s Web site, by posting the music
down significantly in price in recent on distribution sites like MP3.com
years. With the cost of CDs at pennies (www.mp3.com), or using any of the
per disc, and 200GB hard drives avail- peer-to-peer networks. With broad(continued on page 20)
able for less than $100, there is really
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Creating a Presence
Getting gigs is not always an easy
task. Word of mouth remains one of
the best ways to distribute a band’s
name and, fortunately, word of mouth
works well with the Internet. If possible, try to purchase a Web site domain
name that matches your band name,
and you’ll be a step ahead of the
game. If someone hears your band
name and adds a “.com” to it, they
have your Web site address. Having
the name of the band in the domain
name also helps in ranking your Web
site higher in search engines.
Even if your band is not a professional act, having a domain name
indicates a commitment to the music,
and at only $35 per year, it’s pretty

cheap advertising. Many Web hosting companies will also host domains
for free if you purchase a hosting
account. One popular hosting company, Web Site Source (www.website
source.com), offers Web site hosting
accounts for as little as $6.85 per
month, with free domain name use.
So, for less than $120 per year, your
band could have a domain name, a
year of global advertising, e-mail
addresses for all the band members,
and a conduit for communicating
with fans and potential venues.
Once you have the domain name,
try to get as many sites linked to it as
possible. The more sites that point to
your Web site, the higher its search
engine ranking will be. Explore sites
like My Local Bands (www.mylocal
bands.com), which allow bands to
list their names and descriptions for
free. When you do get gigs, place
links to those venues on your Web
site, and ask the venue to link to your
site, as well.

no reason to use professional studios
to create a demo CD. If your band can
get together enough money to purchase a CD burner and a sound card
designed for home recording (or if
one or more of your band members
already has this equipment), you can
make your own CDs and give them to
club owners, radio stations, and fans.
Creative (www.creative.com) has
always been a big player in the computer sound field, and with its recent
purchase of E-MU Systems (www
.emu.com), the company offers nearprofessional products for low prices.
For example, the E-MU 0404 Digital
Audio System allows you to connect
instruments and mixing boards via
standard analog inputs, as well as
allowing digital input through S/PDIF
and MIDI connectors. In addition, the
E-MU system features more than 20
built-in effects processors to help create a professional studio sound, all for
a street price of about $99.
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Plugging
(continued from page 18)

band Internet access becoming more
common, more people are downloading music to personal MP3 players or
burning files to CD for use in their
cars, and if your band’s music is readily available for download, the chances
of your music being heard increase.
Several established bands have
taken advantage of the Internet-distribution model, with varying degrees
of success. Harvey Danger (www
.harveydanger.com), a Seattle band
that had a number-one hit in 1998
with “Flagpole Sitta,” released its
most recent album, Little by Little, on
the Internet via BitTorrent (www.bit
torrent.com), a peer-to-peer file-distribution client. The album was released
on September 20, and as of October
6, it had been downloaded more than
62,000 times, with more than 32,000
of those downloads completed in the
first 24 hours it was available.

dedicated to the nuts and bolts of the
music business and features things
like balanced recipes for the touring
lifestyle, creativity exercises, interviews with industry notables, and
scam alerts. The administrators of the
site have been involved in various
aspects of the music business for
more than 20 years, and their goal is
to help bands stay healthy and in
business for years to come.
Whether you are just learning how
to play or are marketing your band’s
latest CD, there is a wealth of information available on the Internet to
help you in your musical journey.
Your computer can be more than just
an entertainment center; it can assist
Business Advice
OK, so what if your band has in all levels of your craft, and your
already had some level of success? band stands to benefit greatly from
You have a Web site, you’ve record- being plugged into current computer
❏
ed a CD, and you’re booked solid for technology.
the next several months. How, exactly, do you stay healthy while on the
Stace Johnson is a guitarist and
road six days a week?
computer consultant in Colorado.
Turn to MusicBizAdvice (www His band Web site is www.steelriver
.musicbizadvice.com). This site is three.com.
The band’s guitarist, Jeff Lin, is
quick to note in his blog (http://jeff
jlin.typepad.com) that there is a big
difference between downloads and
purchases, but also points out that the
cost to distribute 62,000 copies of
an album in such a short time would
be significant. As it was, the cost to
distribute the album was almost nothing. Even if the actual sales of the
album turn out to be relatively low, it
will be interesting to see if Harvey
Danger sees an increase in ticket
sales because of the media blitz and
higher profits stemming from lower
distribution costs.
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Ringtones Galore
Create Your Own Ringtones
By Stephen Copestake

S

ome 5 million ringtones were
downloaded in the United States
in 2002. Since then, the industry has
grown exponentially—to the point
where it’s worth at least $4 billion per
year. This figure amounts to almost a
third of the U.S. music revenue for
2004, which makes it just about the
industry’s only growth area.
It also equates to one heck of a lot
of ringtones. But just why are they so
popular? Probably because, despite
lasting for less than a minute, they’re
a form of self-expression. They say
something about their user. You can
set them up so they identify someone
when they ring your cell phone. Or,
you can change them almost infinitely to suit your own mood.
The Roots of Ringtones
The rampant popularity of ringtones is all the more surprising when
you consider the background. Founded in1999, Napster (www.napster
.com) demonstrated that it was possible to distribute music among millions
of PCs without any of its users paying
a cent. In its heyday, Napster commanded 60 million visitors a month.
Napster employed a peer-to-peer
filesharing network, probably the first
of its kind. Unfortunately, from Napster’s point of view, it was built around

a centralized database that stored
details of what was on the PCs of participating users. Once the courts had
toppled Napster and closed down the
database, the network collapsed. However, users had gotten used to accessing whatever music tracks they liked
without paying, and have gone on
doing this with filesharing networks
such as Kazaa (www.kazaa.com) and
Gnutella (www.gnutella.com).
Kazaa, for example, still lets its
members share just about anything:
books, movies, games, software, and
TV shows, as well as music. It seems
likely that networks such as Kazaa
and Gnutella are set to last. This is
because, unlike Napster, they do not
store information in a centralized location. Instead, the proprietary software
used with these services is pre-programmed with the details of a suitable
PC. When you want a file, your PC
sends this machine details, and these
are then passed on to other PCs in a
dynamic chain that constantly varies
according to availability and other factors. Since there is no centralized
database, it’s difficult or impossible to
close down these services, however
illegal they’re judged to be.
You can share music lawfully. A
legal Napster has risen out of the
ashes of its unlawful predecessor.

The modern Napster has a clear
vision: Napster to Go. Users can now
download as many songs as they like
to MP3 players; all they have to do is
pay a small monthly or per-item fee.
The point is, with music readily
available free of charge, or for a small
fee, why would people be willing to
pay as much as $2 for a single ringtone? This is more than twice the cost
of a full, higher-quality version of the
same song on a music-downloading
service such as Kazaa. And yet, ringtone sales are increasing all the time.
However, there are problems with
this. The first is that, although it’s
possible to find relatively poor-quality ringtones by entering “free ringtone” into any search engine, if you
want the good stuff, you’ll generally
have to take out a subscription. (After
you’ve paid for ringtones, you will
likely be bombarded with a seemingly continuous stream of advertisements offering unwanted downloads
to your mobile.)
The second problem is that your
ringtones’ novelty tends to wear off
long before you’ve finished paying
for them.
And the third drawback is that the
quality of some available ringtones
(paid for or otherwise) leaves quite a
lot to be desired. There’s no valid reason why this should be so. Nowadays, mobile phones support modern
audio formats, such as the ever-popular MP3, so there is no excuse for
putting up with tinny tunes and lessthan-perfect sound effects.
(continued on page 24)
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into a ringtone.
Ringtone Maker does a lot more
than just create ringtones, however.
(continued from page 22)
Naturally, it lets you crop tracks down
to an appropriate length—that’s part
Make Your Own!
There is, however, a way to get and parcel of ringtone creation. But,
high-quality ringtones without paying you can also use the program to remix
for them. Since consumers usually
buy ringtone versions of songs they
. . . mobile phones
already own, why not cut out the intersupport modern audio
mediary—and save some money in
formats, such as the everthe process—by creating your own
ringtones? Enter Magix (www.magix
popular MP3, so there is no
.com) and its Ringtone Maker product.
excuse for putting up with
Magix has come up with a new
tinny tunes and less-thanapproach: It’s now possible to conperfect sound effects.
vert any existing music (or rather, a
small portion of it) into a ringtone.
The audio you start with can be songs and add special effects. You can
ripped off CDs, DVD soundtracks even create polyphonic ringtones.
and MP3 recordings. You can even These emulate instruments; as the
use comparatively less well-known term implies, the mobile plays more
audio formats, such as Ogg Vorbis. than one tone at once, so the sound
This means that it’s no longer neces- quality is much more convincing.
If you’re really dedicated, you can
sary to trawl through subscription
services to find what you want. If you even record your own ringtones from
already have it, you can transform it scratch, either as vocals or directly

Ringtones
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from hi-fi systems. When you’ve
gotten the ringtone you want (and it’s
a surprisingly quick process if you
carry out minimal or no editing), you
can upload it to your mobile via
Bluetooth or infrared technology.
You can download a demonstration version of Ringtone Maker by
going to http://site.magix.net/english
-us/home/music/?no_cache=1&
version= and clicking the Ringtone
Maker link. The full version costs
only $19.99, so it won’t break the
bank, and comes with some helpful
tutorials, though you probably won’t
need these unless you’re heavily into
remixing music.
*
*
*
At the moment, converting a track
to a ringtone isn’t quite as quick as
buying a ready-made one. But this situation will change over time, and the
process should eventually be as easy
as ripping your CD collection to MP3.
In the meantime, Magix Ringtone
Maker is an effective and reasonably
priced solution. It’s fun, too.
❏
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Podcasting
By Brian Warren

I

grams that are published in both radio
and podcast form. Some are programs
produced by big-name outfits, like
NASA and Disney. However, most
podcasts are made by regular Joes like
you and me. They talk about technology, such as the latest Mac news, or
movie reviews, indie music, beer, gadgets, Microsoft, and the Bible, and
some even perform radio drama.
Earlier this year, podcasting made
some huge leaps into the public eye.
In April, KYOU, a radio station in
San Francisco, switched its lineup
to a podcast format. It is taking podcasts other people have produced,
both amateur and professional, and
rebroadcasting them via radio.
In May, Adam Curry, one of the
founders of podcasting, started doing a
show on Sirius satellite radio all about
podcasting. Curry also put together a
podcasting network called the PodShow, which, in August, raised more
than $8 million in venture capital.
In addition, in June, Apple released
iTunes 4.9, with built-in podcasting
features. Apple built a podcast browser, tooled along the lines of the iTunes
Music Store, making browsing among
podcasts and subscribing to them very
easy and fun.

t’s likely that most people using
computers have at least heard the
term “podcast.” Podcasting is a phenomenon, barely a year old, that is
becoming wildly popular and changing how people view media and entertainment. It’s also really cool.
Podcasting is a way to get audio
programming delivered to your computer automatically as it is published.
Not just any programming, though.
but a wild and varied mix of both professional and amateur programming.
Podcasting gets its name from the
iPod. The idea is that your computer
automatically downloads podcasts for
you and puts them in iTunes. iTunes
syncs with your iPod, and voilà!
Every morning you have new content
on your iPod, ready for that commute.
Podcasting uses the power of RSS
(Really Simple Syndication), a technology used mainly to allow people
to subscribe to Web sites, to let people
subscribe to podcast audio. Some call
it TiVo for radio, however, TiVo is
limited to the number of channels you
Can Podcasting Survive?
have on your TV and the programMany still say that, despite its popuming of professionals. Podcasting is
larity, podcasting needs a business
limited only by the Internet.
model to survive. As a new media
form, traditional models don’t apply.
TiVo for Radio
“I don’t think it needs a business
To get an idea of what podcasting
is really about, let’s look at Web logs model,” said Dave Slusher of the Evil
(blogs). Web logs brought publishing Genius Chronicles podcast. “When
to the people. The average person can you pick up a guitar, people don’t say,
publish whatever he or she wants ‘If you are going to keep playing that,
without requiring major funding or a you need a business model.’ It’s the
huge audience. The majority of blog- same thing with new media. It can
gers on the Internet are amateurs with have [a business model], and it is certainly capable of supporting one, but
a small audience.
It’s the same thing with podcasting. that’s far from a necessity.”
Many podcasts use sponsorships
Don’t get me wrong—there are plenty
to
pay
for server and equipment costs
of professionally produced podcasts,
and they’re good. Some are NPR pro- for their shows. Slusher’s podcast is

26 November 18, 2005

www.computoredge.com

supported in part by the iPod Observer, a Web site geared toward the iPod
user community. “They were excited
about advertising on the show and
came to me,” said Slusher
Getting Podcasts
Getting podcasts is easy. All you
need is a piece of software to do the
magic for you. If you have iTunes version 4.9 or later, you already have the
software you need. Just click the Podcasts section of the source list and follow the instructions. You can browse
through the iTunes Podcast directory,
or do some hunting on your own to
find the programs you want.
I use a piece of software called
iPodderX, which has a few more features than iTunes, and it works great.
You can get it at http://ipodderx.com.
There are plenty of other applications
out there, so try out a few before settling on one you like.
* *
*
Podcasting is big. It has lots of corporate and professional backing, while
enjoying huge amateur and hobbyist
participation. Personally, I appreciate
the amateur aspects. Podcasting, to
me, is a refreshing break from the normal zoo of mass media.
Some people might be turned off
by the “unprofessionalism” of the
amateur podcasts. On some of them,
the production quality isn’t as high as
regular radio, and they do not have the
whiz-bang sound effects. Personally,
it doesn’t bother me a bit. Granted, a
lousy program is a lousy program, be
it in podcasting, radio, or television.
But there are also a lot of good programs, and I enjoy the more personal
nature of the independent podcasts.
The audience is smaller than radio or
television. There are no analysts to
please and no stockholders to take
care of. This leads to an environment
where the line is blurred between content producers and content creators,
and everybody wins.
❏
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Linux Link
Linux Inside Windows
By Tim Rohrer

D

on’t we all share the same telecommuting dream? The one
where you sit down to work at your
desk in a bathrobe, with a cup of
steaming coffee fresh from your own
kitchen? Or, the one where we valiant
system administrators defeat our midnight beepers and restore the database without ever leaving home on a
snowy evening?
If your work requires using Linux
or another flavor of UNIX, here are
some software products that will help
you reach that dream—even if your
home computer is “just” a Windows
box. Here are three really nifty ways
to explore what Linux can do right on
your Windows computer—without
ever having to reboot or engage in
dangerous hard drive repartitioning.
There are several excellent pieces
of free software to run Linux inside
Windows. First, there is Cygwin, a
Windows DLL (dynamic-link library) file that allows many Linux programs to run in a terminal window. It
includes an excellent, free X Windows server known as Cygwin/X that
you can use to access an X Windows
Linux/UNIX box remotely; both are
available at www.cygwin.com.

Second is TightVNC, a program
that also allows you to run a remote
X Windows display across the Internet—or even the converse, running a
remote Windows display on a Linux
box (available at http://tightvnc.org).
Finally, there is CoLinux, or Cooperative Linux, a Linux kernel hack
that can run many flavors of Linux
right alongside Windows on the same
hardware. Thanks to cooperatively
sharing processor cycles at a very low
level with Windows, CoLinux can
achieve near-native processing speeds
without requiring a reboot or a fast
connection to a remote machine. It’s
available at http://colinux.org.
Cygwin
Cygwin is essentially a Linux emulator that runs on top of Windows,
providing substantial functionality.
Installation is a breeze, with a slick
setup program that allows you to
select only those packages you wish
to install. Almost the entire Linux
command-line core is readily available, along with bash, tcsh, and most
other UNIX shells. Several highly
useful command-line graphics packages are available, including Image-

Magick, GraphicsMagick, and GhostScript. While some of these programs
are also available in native Windows
versions, the Cygwin versions are
highly useful when combined with the
advanced scripting functionality of the
UNIX shells of Python or Perl.
Other Linux programs will have to
be specially compiled to work under
Cygwin, though a small selection of
additional precompiled software is
available from the Cygwin home
page. One glaring fault, however, is
that the GNOME and KDE desktops
are not readily available for Cygwin.
While you can find some ports of old
desktop versions, Cygwin’s emulation makes them run quite slowly.
Where Cygwin really shines is in
its excellent X Windows package. It
installs easily using the “X11” option
in the Cygwin setup program. Cygwin/X’s integration with Windows is
especially seamless; you can even
choose to have each X application
appear in a separate window using the
built-in window manager. The standard suite of X applications is available, including xterm, xman, xcalc
and rxvt. And because the usual command-line tools are available in Cygwin/X, you can easily run an encrypted X session over an SSH (secure
shell) session to connect to a remote
connection. For intranet communications, where security is less of a concern, the X Windows server is also
available without Cygwin. You can
download the stand-alone version at
http://freedesktop.org/wiki/Xming.
(continued on page 30)
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Linux Link
(continued from page 28)

VNC
As nice as running a remote X
Windows display can be, you should
also consider a more universal solution for running a graphical display
across the Internet. Virtual network
computing (VNC) servers have several advantages over X servers.
First, VNC is operating systemindependent. You can serve virtually
any kind of display environment to
any kind of remote computer, whether
Windows, X Windows, or even Mac
OS X. This capability makes it the
remote display server of choice for
help-desk applications when supporting a wide variety of platforms.
Second, you can pause and resume
a VNC session at will, even from different computers. If you should decide
to take a break from working on the
office computer via a VNC client running on your home desktop computer,
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you could run down to the coffeehouse and use a second VNC client
on your notebook to connect into that
very same VNC session.
Finally, VNC has better built-in
compression than X and fewer inherent security risks. This may not matter much from within the office or
home LAN, but the speed difference
often becomes noticeable across the
Internet at large. More important, the
compression makes even an unencrypted VNC session a little more
secure than an unencrypted X session
sending plain text. The best policy is
to always run either display encrypted
inside an SSH connection.
CoLinux
As nifty as VNC is, CoLinux is
even niftier. However, it is still very
much in beta testing and can be a
little difficult and time-consuming to
install and run. Still, the end result is
amazing: Windows and Linux cooperatively sharing the same hardware,
while both run at near-optimal proces-
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sor speeds. You’ll still need to run
either the Cygwin X server or a VNC
client and server to get a graphical display, and, unlike Cygwin, you can
easily run the full GNOME and KDE
desktops on CoLinux.
CoLinux’s possibilities are endless.
A system administrator could easily
test an OS upgrade before deploying
it on a server, or run an Apache Web
server insulated inside Windows that,
if hacked, could be restored simply
by copying a single backup file.
Moreover, CoLinux provides the
Linux newbie wonderful opportunities for exploring more of the Linux
world without ever leaving Windows.
Two distributions that are relatively
well supported by the CoLinux Wiki
help pages (http://wiki.colinux.org)
are Debian and GenToo, but there are
instructions for Red Hat Fedora and
many others, as well. The CoLinux
help files are extensive, redundant,
and sometimes confusing, but with a
little perseverance, anyone can have
Linux inside Windows!
❏
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Product Ratings

By Charles Carr

W

e’re continuing our all-reviews
format through the holidays,
but first, a quick update on the Fretlight MIDI guitar we looked at in the
Oct. 31 issue (the one with the hundreds of LEDs under the fingerboard
as a learning aid).
Fretlight’s maker, Optek Music
Systems, is now offering new software, including M-Player, a MIDI
song player that allows you to slow
down the tempo without changing the
pitch, create custom markers, loop
sections, solo different instruments,
and so on.; Improviser, which allows
you to choose from more than 60
jams in any style, transpose to any
key, and more; and Guitarz, which
lets you play any standard guitar tab
file on your Fretlight.
Also, down the road, the company
will be adding Mac compatibility
and lesson packs.
Even better news: The Fretlight is
100 bucks less than the price we quoted in the review (my bad!): $599.
Learn more about this revolutionary learning system at www.optek
music.com.
Diplomatic Implausibility
Diplomacy (from Paradox, www
.diplomacy-pcgame.com, $39.99,
Windows) has an impressive pedigree. First introduced as a board game
in the 1950s, it quickly spawned a
legion of avid fans. The developer,
Paradox, doesn’t tinker with a good
thing, and the basics of the game
remain the same: Seven countries
attempt to dominate the European
map using a combination of diplomacy and force. Although, in this case,
six of the players are of the artificial
intelligence (AI) variety.
Paradox deserves credit for solid
presentation and design. The graph-
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ics of the game are simple, yet adequate. The playing board and game
pieces are carefully recreated in 3-D.
You can also spin, zoom, and tilt the
board. The interface is intuitive and
easy to learn. For example, if I am
playing as Italy, and I want to suggest to the French avatar that he
attack a German territory, I simply
click on the French flag and move
the French unit to attack the German-controlled territory. This suggestion is then sent to the French
“player” for his consideration.
While it is easy to communicate
with the AI-controlled countries using
this method, unfortunately, there’s
not much reason to do so. It’s fairly
easy to win the game on the hardest
difficulty setting without actually
using any diplomacy—something
that would be impossible in a game
with decent human players. The AI
opponents are weak and play too
erratically to make worthwhile allies.
Fortunately, Paradox has included
an online and LAN option. Veteran
players can venture online and take
on some tougher, flesh-and-blood
Diplomacy opponents.
While earlier attempts at putting
the classic on computer stumbled,
Paradox’s version is the best Diplomacy on computer to date. However,
an otherwise good effort is held back
by a lackluster AI.
1/2
Review contributed by
Andrew Farrell
Flipping Over the LG VX8000
Flip Phone
The VX8000 (from LG, http://us
.lge.com/index.do, price varies widely
depending on contract, uses Verizon
Wireless) is a 1.9GHz CDMA PCS,
800MHz CDMA, next-generation
flip phone that features V CAST serwww.computoredge.com

 Don’t say we didn’t warn you.
 What is that store’s return
policy?
 We’ve seen better; we’ve
seen worse.
 You’ll probably be happy
you did.
 What are you waiting for?

vice (with a high-speed EvDO connection), enabling it to stream up to
three-minute video clips (breaking
news, sports highlights, movie trailers,
etc.). The phone also features a 1.3megapixel CCD camera with flash
that takes up to 1,280960-resolution
pics and 15-second videos, a 4 digital zoom with macro, and a self-timer.
The VX8000’s personal organizer
integrates a calendar with scheduler,
voice memo, and notepad. Other tools
include an alarm clock, world clock,
calculator, and an EZ tip calculator. Its
address book holds 499 contacts.
There are also 98 speed-dial entries.
The phone allows you to record
your own ringtones and designate
them to specific callers. Also, the
speakerphone is really fantastic.
Crystal clear and loud.
At 3.761.970.93 inches, the
VX8000 is not the world’s smallest,
by any means, but speaking for my
big, fat paws, I’ll happily keep its
larger keys in lieu of the typical
Chiclets you get on most phones. I
was able to get nearly six hours of talk
time with the VX8000, giving it one
of the best battery lives on the market.
The VX8000 also has a second
display on the outside, so you don’t
have to open it to see who’s calling
or to read text messages.
On the minus side, you can’t
answer the phone or use the speakerphone when it’s closed, and I wasn’t
able to archive text messages.
This is a great phone with few
drawbacks. It takes care of a lot of
my needs in one neat, but not too
small, package.
1/2
Review contributed by
Lanier Rodgers
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Calendar
of Events
Sunday, November 20
■ Internet Basics—A free class offered by San Diego
Community College District, Continuing Education. The class
runs from 9 a.m. to noon in Room 130 of the North City
Campus, 8401 Aero Drive in Kearny Mesa. Register in class.
For more information, call 619-388-1800 or visit
www.sdce.edu.

Monday, November 21
■ llustrator CS2, Special Topics—Part 1 of a three-part
class offered by San Diego Community College District,
Continuing Education. This free class runs Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday from 7 a.m. to noon in Room 150 at North
City Campus, 8401 Aero Drive in Kearny Mesa. Register in
class. For more information, call 619-388-1800 or visit
www.sdce.edu.
■ Excel 2003, Beginning—Part 1 of a three-part free class
sponsored by the San Diego Community College District,
Continuing Education. The class will be held from 1 to 5 p.m.
in Room 130 at North City Campus, 8401 Aero Drive in
Kearny Mesa. Register in class. For more information, call
619-388-1800 or visit www.sdce.edu.

Tuesday, November 22
■ Flash MX 2004, Data Integration—A free class sponsored
by the San Diego Community College District, Continuing
Education. The class will be held from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. in Room 140 at North City Campus, 8401 Aero Drive in
Kearny Mesa. Register in class. For more information, call
619-388-1800 or visit www.sdce.edu.
■ Visual Basic (VB).Net, Beginning—Part 1 of a two-part
free class offered by the San Diego Community College
District, Continuing Education. The class runs from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. in Room 130 at North City Campus, 8401 Aero
Drive in Kearny Mesa. Register in class. For more
information, call 619-388-1800 or visit www.sdce.edu.
■ Windows XP: Tips and Tricks—A free class offered by the
San Diego Community College District, Continuing Education.
The class runs from 5:30 to 9 p.m. in Room 130 at North City
Campus, 8401 Aero Drive in Kearny Mesa. Register in class.
For more information, call 619-388-1800 or visit
www.sdce.edu.

Monday, Nov. 28–Friday, Dec. 2
■ A+ Certification Bootcamp—Five weeks into one. Register
before November 21 and receive both certification exams
with paid tuition, a $316 value. The class runs Monday
COMPUTOREDGE
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through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Refer a friend and
receive an additional $100 off with paid tuition. For details, call
760-871-3100 or register online at www.cesdtraining.com.

Monday, December 5
■ Network+ Certification Training—Learn the ABCs of
networking: OSI, LAN, WAN, TCP/IP. Register before
November 28 and receive your certification exam with paid
tuition, a $218 value. This 5-week class meets Mondays and
Thursdays from 6 to 10 p.m. Refer a friend and receive an
additional $100 off with paid tuition. Call 760-871-3100 or
register online at www.cesdtraining.com.
■ Linux/UNIX Certification Training—Understand the
way UNIX works, as well as the system’s most commonly
used commands. This Level 1 hands-on class provides
certification preparation for LPI- 101. This 5-week course
runs Mondays and Thursdays from 6 to 10 p.m. Call 800963-2373 for tuition and registration information.
www.cesdtraining.com.

Tuesday, December 6
■ A+ Certification Training—This 5-week hands-on program
meets Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 6 to 10 p.m. Get the
certification needed to get into IT. Register before November
21 and receive both certification exams with paid tuition, a
$316 value. Refer a friend and receive an additional $100 off
with paid tuition. Call 760-871-3100 or register online at
www.cesdtraining.com.

Monday–Friday, December 12–16
■ CCNA Certification Bootcamp—Five weeks into one.
Register before December 5 and receive your certification
exam with paid tuition, a $125 value. The class runs Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Refer a friend and
receive an additional $100 off with paid tuition. For more
information or to register, call 760-871-3100 or visit
www.cesdtraining.com.
Free events of a non-commercial nature will be listed in Calendar free of charge as
space allows. Commercial events can be advertised in Calendar at a rate of $25 for
25 words or less, with each additional word costing $1. Anything separated by a
space is considered one word.
In either case, type or legibly print your listing, including the date and time of your
event, its location, and the name and phone number of a contact person. Calendar
deadline is 4:30 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication date. Listings will not be taken
over the phone.
All commercial Calendar listings must be paid in advance by check or money order.
Enclose listing with payment, if applicable, and mail to Calendar of Events, c/o
ComputorEdge, P.O. Box 83086, San Diego, CA 92138.
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Opera 8.5
By Jim Trageser

W

hile everyone has been oohing
and aahing over Netscape’s
new browser—and trading gossip on
Microsoft’s next-generation Internet
Explorer now in beta—Opera quietly
made a significant move in the
browser market in September when
the company dropped its inline
advertising business model.
With the new Opera 8.5 browser
(www.opera.com), you no longer
have to either buy an upgrade or else
tolerate advertising in your browser
window fed by Opera. Now, just
like Netscape, Mozilla, IE, and
Apple’s Safari, Opera is a completely free download.
As with the Netscape, IE, and
Apple browsers, Opera’s new business model seems to be portal driven—the default home page in Opera
is http://my.opera.com/community.
Except for the fact that—and this is
odd—there don’t seem to be any
advertisements on the Opera portal.
The company is offering free blog
space, free online photo album storage, and a forums area. Clicking
around in there didn’t bring up any
ads, either.
So, in fact, for the time being,
Opera’s model for revenue generation is a bit of a mystery.
Feature Rich
However the company is paying
for it, the new Opera browser is
sweet. Opera was the first browser to
offer tabbed browsing—something
every browser but IE now offers (and
IE 7, now in beta testing, reportedly
includes tabbed browsing). It’s just as
ingrained in the new Opera as ever.
The skins—a series of new icons
and buttons to change the look of
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your browser (or any software application that supports skins)—are easier
to download and install than anywhere else. Simply go to your Opera
browser, and then click Tools/
Appearance. You can browse skins on
Opera’s servers there, including user
uploads. Downloading and installing
is as easy as clicking on Download
under any skin entry—and there are
hundreds, maybe thousands, of skins
to browse through. (One weakness:
No way to search through skins;
they’re simply organized as newest,
most popular, and editor’s picks. The
Winamp music player lets you sort
by theme, for instance, bands, operating systems, anime, and so on. That
would be handy here, too.)
Like Mozilla and Netscape, Opera
now has a password manager—making it easy to enter passwords on sites
you visit a lot, like blogs, Web mail,
or forums that require a login.
One feature not found elsewhere—at least not that I’ve seen—is
a magnification tool under View. You
can zoom in to 200 percent, or all the
way out to 50 percent. Pretty handy
for seeing details of photos, or blowing up text on sites whose style sheets
give you small print. You can also
overrule any site’s style sheet in favor
of your own—something most of the
other browsers also offer, but Opera’s
implementation is much more intuitive and easy to use.
In terms of customization, Opera
gives you far more control over
which menus and buttons to display
than any other browser.
Opera 8.5 seems as stable as previous versions, which have all been
rock solid. There have been fewer
security holes found in Opera than in
www.computoredge.com

other browsers.
Privacy and security remain priorities with Opera. Under Tools is an
entry marked Delete Private Data.
Clicking this button gives you the
option of either wiping all your recent
browser activity, or clicking Advanced
to select which activities (passwords,
cookies, etc.) you want to wipe.
Oh, and the download, including
the Java Runtime Environment, is
small—less than 4MB for the Windows version, which includes a mail
Opera 8.5 seems
as stable as previous
versions, which have all
been rock solid. There have
been fewer security holes
found in Opera than in
other browsers.
client and newsreader, as well.
Now that it is completely free,
with no advertising, there’s really no
excuse for not at least checking it out.
More About the Portal
As mentioned, Opera has beefed
up its portal at http://my.opera.com/
community. There are now groups, or
forums, much like Yahoo! and MSN
Groups, blogs, and photo albums.
There is even Opera Web mail—
although, at just 3MB of storage, you
wonder how much use it will get,
given that Hotmail, Netscape, Yahoo!
and others start at about 250MB, and
Google’s Gmail tops them all at more
than a gigabyte of e-mail storage.
Still, you may find what you’re
looking for in terms of other people
at Opera that you just didn’t find
elsewhere. It’s another option, and
that can hardly be a bad thing.
❏
Jim Trageser can be contacted
via his Web site: www.trageser.com.
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Bookmark our Web page, www.computoredge.com/sandiego, for easy access to these valuable Web sites:
GOVERNMENT

PUBLICATIONS

*COMPUTOREDGE MAGAZINE*

California State Government
www.ca.gov
City of San Diego
www.sandiego.gov

San Diego’s Free Weekly
Computer and Internet Magazine

County of San Diego
www.sdcounty.ca.gov

WEB DEVELOPERS
AAI - Top Quality! Get More Pay Less!
www.VisualArtsGroup.net
Coast to Coast Design
Affordable High Quality Web Design,
Print, E-Commerce, Shopping Carts,
Animation—619-255-1986
www.coast2coastdesign.com

*www.computoredge.com*
SHOPPING

Internal Revenue Service
www.irs.gov

HyperGames and Furniture
http://home.san.rr.com/hyperchess/

INTERNET SAFETY
The CyberTipline
www.cybertipline.com

TRAFFIC
Caltrans
www.dot.ca.gov

SonicSpider LLC
www.esonicspider.com

WEB HOSTING
The Webs We Host: More Space/BW Hosting
www.thewebswehost.com
Windows or Linux Web Hosting: $2.95 /mo.
www.UniqueLinks.net

Quick Click Your Way
to Internet Savings!
Now you can quickly view Internet specials offered
by ComputorEdge Online advertisers. Just click on
the Quick Click link on the San Diego Web site and
a random sampling of specials will appear.

Quick Click
Internet Specials!
From

COMPUTOREDGE.COM
Advertisers

Looking for all the deals from a specific advertiser?
Just scroll down until you see their box, click inside,
and all of their current specials will appear.
Need more info? One more click will bring you to a
copy of their current ad or to their company Web site.
Try it for yourself at

www.computoredge.com/sandiego
COMPUTOREDGE
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User Groups
ComputorEdge provides the computer users of San Diego with this User Group list as a public service.
Groups are listed by name, meeting location by city, and a contact for more information.
APPLE/MAC

Networking, cont.

Chula Vista Apple/Mac UG ________Chula Vista_____________________619-579-9649
Oceanside Macintosh UG (OMUG) __Oceanside _____________________www.omug.net
San Diego Macintosh UG _________San Diego____________________www.sdmug.org
SDMUG North County SIG ________Escondido _____________________760-745-4008

BUSINESS ACCOUNTING
Business Vision & SBT Users ______Carlsbad _______barb@maverick-management.com
MAS 90/200 North County Users ___Del Mar _______________bill.obrien@barsaco.com
MAS 90/MAS 200 San Diego Users _San Diego __________________ronh@dsdinc.com
Platinum for Windows Users ______San Diego _____________bill.obrien@barsaco.com

CAD
AutoCAD UG
of Chula Vista South Bay ________Chula Vista _________________www.caddigest.net
AutoCAD UG of North County ______Escondido__________________www.caddigest.net
AutoCAD UG of San Diego ________San Diego _______________derek.renn@kelar.com
Pacific Automation SolidWorks UG__San Diego __________www.pacificautomation.com
PADS UG ______________________Sorrento Valley__________Tom@PCBLibraries.com
Pro/E User Group of San Diego ____San Diego __________________www.prodiego.org
Revit User Group of San Diego _____Sorrento Valley _______________rugsd@kelar.com
San Diego SolidWorks UG ________San Diego _____www.triaxialdesign.com/usergroup
San Diego SURFCAM UG _________San Diego _____________________858-271-5400

DTP/GRAPHICS
Adobe Photoshop UG ____________San Diego
CORELDraw UG of San Diego ______San Diego
North County Photoshop UG_______Oceanside
San Diego Macromedia UG ________San Diego

_______http://www.fyiftr.com/photoshop
_____________________619-749-4040
_______________ddean@miracosta.edu
_________________www.sdmmug.com

IBM OR COMPATIBLE
Application Systems Group (ASG) for
IBM Midrange Systems _________San Diego ___________________www.asg400.org
Fallbrook PC User Group__________Fallbrook ______________________www.fpcug.net
Hidden Meadows Computer Club ___Escondido _____________________760-749-3999
IBM and Clones UG______________North Park _____________________760-789-1942
IBM & Cisco UG ________________San Diego _____________________858-232-9763
Ramona Computer Club __________Ramona________________http://tinyurl.com/5peht
Rancho Bernardo Community
Computer Club________________Rancho Bernardo ________________858-487-1711
San Diego Computer Society ______San Diego _____________________www.sdcs.org
San Diego PC UG _______________San Diego ___________________http://sdpcug.org
Seniors Computer Group _________San Diego ___________http://home.san.rr.com/scg
South Bay Computer Club_________Chula Vista _____________ http://tinyurl.com/2zg5r
South East San Diego CUG ________Spring Valley ___________________619-461-1215
Temecula Valley Computer UG _____Temecula _________http://member.apcug.org/tvcug
Tri-City Computer Club ___________Oceanside _________www.tricitycomputerclub.com
Under the Computer
Hood UG (UCHUG) ____________San Diego ____________________www.uchug.org

INTERNET
ASP Developers’ SIG_____________San Diego_______http://asp.sig.webpublishing.com
PHP User Group ________________San Diego ____________________www.sdphp.net
San Diego Association
of Internet Professionals ________San Diego______________http://sd.association.org
San Diego ColdFusion UG _________San Diego ____________________www.sdcfug.org
WebSanDiego.org _______________San Diego ______________http://WebSanDiego.org

LINUX/UNIX
Kernel Panic Linux UG ___________Linda Vista _______________www.kernel-panic.org
LinuxBaja (Spanish) _____________Tijuana, BC _________________http://linuxbaja.org
North Coast Linux UG ____________Encinitas ______________www.NorthCoastLUG.org
San Diego BSD UG ______________San Diego ____________________www.sdbug.org
San Diego Linux UG _____________San Diego ___________________www.SDLUG.org
San Diego Open Source Software UG _San Diego ____________________www.sdoss.org

NETWORKING
Network Professional Assoc. (NPA) _varies ________________________www.sdnpa.org
San Diego Network Users Assoc. ___San Diego ____________________www.sdnua.org
San Diego Small Bus. Server (SBS) _San Diego _______________www.sandiegosbs.org

San Diego Storage
Networking UG (SNUG) _________San Diego __________www.storagenetworking.org
San Diego Windows 2003 UG______San Diego __________________www.sdw2003.org
San Diego Wireless UG (SDWUG) __San Diego ____________________www.sdwug.org
Windows Networking
Solutions UG (WINSUG) ________San Marcos __________________www.winsug.org

SOFTWARE
Access User Group of San Diego ___Mission Valley _________________www.augsd.org
ACT! Online Users Group _________San Diego __________________www.alighten.com
Forth Interest Group _____________San Diego _____________________858-270-8766
FoxPro Developers Network of SD __San Diego __________________www.foxdevsd.org
FrameMaker UG ________________San Diego/San Marcos____jimd@tecstandards.com
Photoshop UG__________________San Diego__________www.sdphotoshopusers.com
North County Photoshop UG_______Oceanside _____________________760-436-9921
San Diego Delphi UG_____________San Diego ______________www.sddug.slctnet.com
San Diego FileMaker Pro User Group San Diego ___________http://sandiego.fmpug.com
San Diego .NET Developers Group __San Diego ________________http://sddotnetdg.org
San Diego .NET User Group _______San Diego ___________www.SanDiegoDotNet.com
San Diego Oracle UG (SDOUG)_____Sorrento Mesa_________________www.sdoug.org
San Diego Outlook UG ___________San Diego _______sdoutlookug@yahoogroups.com
San Diego Outlook UG (sdoutlookug) San Diego _http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sdoutlookug
San Diego Perl Mongers __________Mira Mesa ______________http://SanDiego.pm.org
San Diego SAS UG (SANDS)_______varies ______________________kirklafler@cs.com
San Diego SQL Server User Group __San Diego ___________________www.sdsqlug.org
VectorVest UG (Stockheads) _______San Diego _______________www.stockheads.com
Windows User Network___________San Diego ______www.members.tripod.com/wunsd

SPECIAL INTEREST
Association for Computing
Machinery, San Diego Chapter____San Diego ____________________www.sdacm.org
Association of Information
Technology Professionals _______San Diego __________http://www.sandiego.aitp.org
APC Tech Group ________________Internet/Sorrento Vly _____www.apctechgroup.com
Biotech User Group______________San Diego______________www.biotechforums.org
Computer Genealogy Society of SD _San Diego ____________________www.cgssd.org
Cyber Seniors __________________Vista _____________________hsalisbury@cox.net
Database Interest Group (DIG) _____San Diego _______http://dig.sig.webpublishing.com
Defcon San Diego ______________San Diego_____________www.defconsandiego.org
Ebay User Group ________________619-866-0936 ____apcmarketinggroup@yahoo.com
E-Commerce SIG________________San Diego ______________craigklein@onebox.com
Investor SIG ___________________San Diego _________________capitalman@cox.net
Information Technology Service
Management Forum (ITSMF)_____San Diego _____________________619-817-3649
MAS90 & MAS 200 San Diego Users _San Diego __________________ronh@dsdinc.com
Mutual Fund Group ______________Tierrasanta _____________________858-277-1185
Nanotechnology Group ___________Global___________________www.nanoforums.org
North County Videomakers Club ____Escondido __________________www.ncvideo.com
The OnLine Times _______________Global ________________www.theonlinetimes.com
Property Management Systems UG _San Diego ________www.pmsoftwaresolutions.com
Repetitive Strain Injury Wellness ___San Diego _______www.A1Productivity.com/rsi.htm
San Diego Compiere User Group ___San Diego __________PracticeDirector@oserp.com
San Diego Computer Using
Educators (SDCUE) ____________San Diego ____________________www.sdcue.org
San Diego IT Certification
Study Group__________________San Diego__groupfoursd-owner@yahoogroups.com
San Diego Java UG (JUG) _________San Diego ____________________www.sdjug.com
San Diego OS/2 UG______________San Diego _____http://home.san.rr.com/cq/sdos2ug
San Diego Palm UG______________San Diego ___________________www.sdpug.com
San Diego Podcasters ____________San Diego ______________www.sdpodcasters.com
San Diego Python UG ____________San Diego ___________________www.sandpyt.org
San Diego Remedy UG ___________San Diego ________________http://www.sdrug.org
SimFlite–Flight Simulation Group ___San Diego ______________http://www.simflite.com
Society of Hispanic Professional
Engineers (SHPE) _____________Varies __________________http://www.shpesd.org
Southern California NanoTechnology
Business User Group __________San Diego________________www.nanoforums.org
T.A.P.-T.E.N. Research ____________San Diego/Int’l __http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tapten
Techniquelle ___________________San Diego _______________www.techniquelle.com
User Interface Design SIG_________San Diego___________sean.vantyne@mitchell.com
Women in Technology International _San Diego _www.witi.org/center/regionalchapter/sandiego

Please help us maintain this list by sending updates to usergroups@computoredge.com or fax changes to 858-573-0177.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Announcements
COMPUTER TECH UNION - A group of
computer techs would like to start a
computer tech union. So far about 10 of us.
We have been meeting at Dave and Busters
on the 3rd Thursday of every month. This
has been great for networking and meeting
other people in the business. If you can do
something that no one else is doing you
may even get alot of business from it. Come
and check it out. Bring a friend. More
details at www.ctunion.com.
DONATE YOUR car, boat, RV, motorcycle,
heavy equipment or . . . We handle all DMV
paperwork and free towing. Tax receipt
provided. Call 619-370-4000, e-mail
weareone@silent-tears.org or visit
www.SilentTears.us.
HELP GET disabled veterans an aqua
therapy pool in South Bay San Diego.
Please donate laptop and projector. You get
tax deduction, call 619-575-9102.
PLEASE DONATE your old LCD monitors
and Pentium 4 computers to my third grade
San Diego classroom. Tax receipt provided,
Joe 858-277-7648.

Computer Furniture
CUBICLES, SAVE money. Pre-owned,
refurbished and new. Best service in town.
Complete line of office furniture and accessories. Free space planning. Call CUBICLES
OFFICE ENVIRONMENTS at 760-560-5800
or visit www.sandiegocubicles.com.

Instruction
COMPUTER TUTOR-EXTRAORDINAIRE,
home/office, one-on-one. Windows 95/98/

Classifieds Now Accepted Online!
Visit our Web site at
www.computoredge.com/sandiego
Click on “Advertising”

Advertising Policy: The purpose of the classified advertising section of ComputorEdge is to provide

Categories:

Deadline: Friday prior to publication, 4:30 p.m. for free private party ads.
Monday prior to publication, 12:00 noon for paid ads. (Excluding Holidays.)

■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

a forum for communication within the computer market of the San Diego area. The publishers of ComputorEdge
make no claims or warranties for the products or services advertised in ComputorEdge. It is the responsibility
of the individual to verify the authenticity of any product or service prior to purchase. ComputorEdge will not
knowingly publish any advertising which encourages the copying and illegal sale or distribution of copyrighted
software. It is the responsibility of all buyers and sellers to comply with any licensing agreements in force. The
publishers reserve the right to reject or cancel any ad which does not conform to the standards of the publication.
Instructions: Type or print your ad legibly. Anything separated by a space is considered a word. Legitimate
hyphenated words are considered one word. Indicate on your ad the classified category under which you would like
your ad placed. A phone number must accompany the ad. All classified ads are payable in advance of publication by
check, money order, or credit card. All classified submissions, changes and cancellations must be
received prior to the deadline. Classified advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. Please enclose ad
with payment, if applicable, and any special instructions in an envelope and mail to: ComputorEdge Magazine, P.O.
Box 83086, Attn: Classified Dept., San Diego, CA 92138. To submit your ad online, visit www.computoredge.com/
sandiego. Click on Advertising. For more information, please call 858-573-0315.
Business Ads: Minimum charge – $30.00 for 25 words or less, 50 cents per additional word. To run
your ad in more than one classified section or in more than one issue, multiply cost accordingly (total cost
would equal Ad Cost x Number of Sections x Number of Issues). Discounts for multiple paid ads are as follows:
6 ads – $27.50 each, 9 ads – $26.25 each, 12 ads or more – $25.00 each. Multiple ads must run consecutively.
Free Ads: Private parties may qualify for ONE free classified ad every five weeks, 25 words or less. Each
additional word, 5O cents. Free ads may NOT be used to sell new equipment. Only Categories marked
with a filled-in box qualify for private party ads. Personal ads will be printed on a space available basis when
judged not to be of a commercial nature. There is no responsibility on the part of ComputorEdge to notify parties who
fail to comply with the “free ad” policy. Any questions regarding eligibility for free ads should be addressed, in writing,
to the ComputorEdge Classifieds Department. One submission per month free. Each additional ad is $30.00 for 25
words and 5O cents per additional word.

XP, Microsoft Office, QuickBooks, Photoshop, AOL, Internet, eBay and more. Computer setup/repairs. More than reasonable.
Call 619-284-7479.

Computer Parts
ATHLON 64 3000+ 939 CPU, fan, warranty,
never overclocked $110. Pentium II 400
CPU, motherboard fan 384MB parity RAM
$50, call 619-579-5561.

switch/firewall $10, e-mail jim9689@
yahoo.com or call 858-521-5019.
PENTIUM III 866MHz processor with fan
and motherboard plus 256MB RAM, great
price $50, first caller take all, Jason 619446-8909.

Miscellaneous Hardware

IPOD WIRELESS speakers, works excellent
$19.99/obo, call 619-476-3527.

AIRPORT EXTREME Base Station WiFi for
Mac and PC, documentation, all stuff
included, perfect condition $79, call 619426-0265 or e-mail baber@sandiego.edu..

MAGIC 21-INCH monitor, 1280x1024 @
85Hz $75. D-Link DI-604 4-port router/

SONY DVD-RW dual layer, internal,
warranty $65, Epson dot matrix printer $45,

50-foot monitor extension cable $50,
256DDR $25, visit http://acdk.tripod.com/
or call 858-273-2290.
VISIONER ONE-TOUCH 8920 USB scanner/transparency adapter for all Windows,
Macs, other OS, 1200x4800 dpi, true 48-bit
color, near mint $100, call 619-588-0997.

Modems
INTERNET Via Satellite. Fast two-way
always on link. Commercial, residential,
USA or Baja. Network 10 PCs. $250 +
install. Visit www.satbaja.com or call 619428-8224.

AllStates Mailing Services

San Diego Computer Society

Special Interest Groups

Direct Mail Advertising Since 1983

currently affiliated with SDCS include:

San Diego Macintosh User Group
www.sdmug.org

San Diego PC User Group
www.sdpcug.org

Kernel-Panic Linux User Group

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laser Mail-Merge & Personalized Letters
Full-Service Data Processing Center
Mailing List Management & Data Entry
High Speed Direct Inkjet Addressing
Machine Labeling / Inserting / Folding / Tabbing
Metering / Bursting / Affix Live Stamp
Zip Sort, Tie, Tray & Bag for First Class and Bulk
Fulfillment & Hand Work
Postal Report & Delivery to USPS
Quality Color Printing

www.kernel-panic.org

CONFIDENTIALITY ASSURED

San Diego OS/2 User Group

(858) 566-7158

http://home.san.rr.com/cq/sdos2ug/
For more information on these groups, including their calendars
and activities, please visit their websites or SDCS’ website:

www.sdcs.org
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AMD 1700+ nForce2 motherboard GeForce3 CD-RW, FD, no OS $125. Compaq
laptop 1.13GHz Pentium III, 256MB RAM,
20GB HD $350, call 619-303-4084.

AMD SEMPRON 2800+ computer, ASUS
K8S-MX motherboard, 80GB HD, 512MB
RAM, DVD/CD-RW, 128MB video, Windows XP Home, Office 2003, keyboard,
mouse, speakers, webcam, awesome $450,
call 619-261-2479.

AMD ATHLON 650MHz, 256MB RAM,
40GB HD, 8MB video card, DVD-ROM,
Windows XP Pro, FireWire, USB, needs
monitor keyboard and mouse $150, call
619-328-7827.

ASUS INTEL chipset Pentium III 1.0GHz,
256MB RAM, 20GB, modem 56K, Sound
Blaster live, CD-RW, 128MB DDR PNY
Ti4400 video, Hitachi ultrascan 19-inch
monitor $300, call 619-410-5292.

Used Computers

up to

80% off Software

ATHLON 64 3000+, Geil 1024MB, nVidia
6600GT, OCZ 450w PSU, ABiT NF8-V
motherboard, CD-RW/DVD, 40GB HD,
upgraded air cooling $600/obo, e-mail
tytlyf@yahoo.comor call 858-354-7891 in
North County.
COMMODORE 64 with 1541 disk and C2N
cassette drives, software, user guides,
joystick and print cable, best offer, call 760635-0921.
COMPUTER, 120GB HD, Office 2003, XP
Professional, dual DVD burner, 512GB
RAM, 2.1 processor, $1,800 value for $650,
call 619-271-4835.

7905-B Engineer Road
San Diego, CA 92111
858-569-5995 • Fax 858-569-0359

www.GRADWARE.com
Students, Faculty, &
Staff Only

Clairemont Mesa Blvd.

805

Convoy St.

Engineer Rd.

See Web Site for
Details

163

Balboa Ave

Current US Academic
ID Required

gradware

DELL DESKTOP Pentium 4, HyperThreading, 160GB HD, 1GB RAM (Dual Channel),
CD burner, floppy, 19-inch LCD, puchased
for $1400, selling for only $895, call 858366-2340.
DELL PENTIUM III 850MHz mid-tower,
40GB HD, 256MB RAM, CD-RW drive,
Internet ready $100, call 858-401-3559.
E-MAC/G4 1GHz processor, 1MB RAM,

CD/DVD Duplication
Services & Equipment
➯ Disc Duplication from $1.50
➯ Full Color Direct-to-Disc Printing
➯ Top-Quality Media, 100% Accuracy
➯ Fast Turn-Around Time
➯ Standalone 1–7 CD Duplicators
from $889

17-inch monitor, 80GB HD, DVD-RW/CDRW Superdrive, OSX 10.2 installed. Also
includes OSX-Tiger. $850/obo, e-mail
doughboy92111@yahoo.com.
GATEWAY PENTIUM 4 computer tower
1.3GHz, 128MB RAM, 20GB HD, CD-DVD,
FD, 250 Zip drive, unit just off lease $225,
David Acosta 760-639-1501 or e-mail
adcompsale@abac.com.
PENTIUM 4 1.8GHz, 512MB ECC RAMBUS, 30GB HD, 16X CD-RW, nVidia
GeForce4 Ti4400 128MB 8x AGP, onboard
sound/LAN, 10 USB, 350W power supply
$350, call 619-884-1473.
PENTIUM 4 2.8GHz, 30GB HD, 512MB,
52X CD burner, 16X DVD, 6 USB Connections, Windows XP, tower $260. Video
card ATI Radeon 9600SE 128MB $60, call
619-277-8605.

Miscellaneous
OSCILLOSCOPE, TEKTRONIX 2215, excellent condition $200, Petr 858-689-8265
after 4 p.m.

Software
MICROSOFT SQL Server 2000. Uninstalled,
not OEM/Academia, this is official Microsoft
licensed software. Includes software,
manuals, 1 software license, 5 CALs and
official Microsoft certificates of authenticity,
asking $600/obo, Paul 858-458-8574.

Video Displays
SAMSUNG 19-INCH flat CRT monitor,
great condition, perfect for graphics and
games $60, call 619-446-7248, leave
message if no answer.

Services

Voice Over IP

COLOCATION, LAN/WAN Specialists,
VoIP, PRI’s, Data T1’s and DS3’s. San
Diego, Orange County, LA. Multiple
vendors. Increase your options, use my
knowledge and tap into the source, call
800-755-2126.
HOME2OFFICE COMPUTING SOLUTIONS,
INC. - BBB Member, Custom IT Solutions
for San Diego businesses since 1994,
tailored to organizations of 15–100 workstations and/or multiple servers. Free business consultation. Guaranteed satisfaction.
Call 800-800-9H2O, 858-576-1426, or
visit www.home2office.com.

WE DO IT with VoIP - Computer Networks
and VoIP phone systems from 10–250
desktops. Shoretel, CISCO, VoIP, Microsoft SBS Servers. 760-918-0150 or www
.lantelligence.com.

Wanted to Buy
15-INCH DISPLAY wanted, for HewlettPackard Pavilion N5270 Laptop, need ASAP,
e-mail Gail at gaillangford@adelphia.net.
WANTED - FOUR Dell 2001fp monitors
with no dead pixels, call 619-466-9911 or
e-mail rsvprich@yahoo.com.

Sudoku

Level: Semi-Tough

Solve Sudoku by including every digit from 1 to 9
in each row, each column, and each 3-by-3 square.
For the solution to this week’s Sudoku go to:

www.computoredge.com

2

7840 El Cajon Blvd. #205, La Mesa, CA
(619) 462-0702 • (619) 462-0711 Fax
www.affordable-duplication.com
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Fear
By Douglas E. Welch

F

ear is a powerful emotion and, as such, it can make us
do almost anything. Unscrupulous people understand
the dynamics of fear, and some will use it to their advantage, whenever possible. They will use this power to benefit themselves at the cost of everyone around them.
So, what are you afraid of? Your fears can be relatively
small—like the fear of fitting in, fear of not being able to
afford a fancy car, or fear of losing your girlfriend. Other
fears can be significantly greater, such as fears of losing
your home, your job, or other things that are important to
you. Still others are grand and dramatic, and also usually
out of your immediate control, such as fear of terrorism,
fear of injury, and fear of death.
All of these fears, large and small, can be used to control you to greater and lesser degrees. Peer pressure to fit
in is used to enforce societal norms but, even then, you
can break though and do as you wish, for the most part.
On the other hand, life-and-death fears can be used to
control and manipulate large groups of people. History
has shown that citizens will act against their own best
interest if they can be made to fear enough.
It is acceptable to be afraid, as long as you don’t let the
fear control you. Fear is a healthy emotion that warns us
of danger. Uncontrolled fear, though, gets blown out of all
proportion. We begin to worry over problems and issues
and even create new ones out of our fear.
Your Job Is Not Everything
Do you live in fear of losing your job? Do you feel that
you can’t ask for a raise, a promotion, or a vacation? If so,
regardless of any opportunities your job might provide,
you are being controlled. This control might be somewhat
benign, but it could also be quite insidious. It all depends
on how people use it. Your awareness of the fear, though,
is the first step on the path to a better career.
If you see that fear is being used to control you, what
are you to do? The easiest step would be to get a new job
and simply be rid of the problem, but is this really wise?
Suppose you begin to feel the same way in the next job.
And the next. I think you need to do some clear thinking
about yourself and the situation first.
Does your fear come from external forces, or are you
developing the fear from within? Too often, and I must
admit to this myself, our fear is greatly out of proportion
to the actual circumstances. Perhaps those around you
COMPUTOREDGE

have taught you to be afraid of your manager instead of
allowing yourself to develop your own relationship with
him or her. Do you have direct experiences that are causing your fear, or are you basing it on the experiences of
others? Worse still, are your own propensities for fear
clouding your reactions to those around you? If so, you
are likely to carry your fear from job to job. You need to
break the cycle of fear before you think of moving on.
How do you escape the fear? First, you need to believe
in yourself and the benefits you bring to your work. I
don’t care if you are assembling PCs, working the help
desk, or creating new software, you have to remember,
every day, that you matter! If your work didn’t matter,
you wouldn’t have found your first job, let alone the sixth
or seventh. If your work didn’t matter, the company
wouldn’t have hired you in the first place. The simple
reality of being employed should bear this out. It was not
a fluke. They didn’t hire you out of pity. Your company
needed your skills to fulfill its goals.
Once you can keep this thought in your mind, you are
well on your way toward rising above the fear. You might
find that there is a way to make your current job better, if
you can only stop being afraid.
Franklin D. Roosevelt, or perhaps his speechwriter,
was quite right when he stated, “We have nothing to fear
but fear itself.” Fear is the root cause of so many dysfunctions and bad decisions. If you can fight your way out of
fear, you can achieve great things in your life and your
high-tech career.
❏
Douglas E. Welch is a technology writer and computer
consultant from Los Angeles, California. Questions and
comments can be e-mailed to career@welchwrite.com.
Career Opportunities is now available as an MP3 Audio
Podcast. Visit http://welchwrite.com/career for more info.

DATA
RECOVERY
If We Can’t Recover Your Data
You Pay Nothing!!

* DOS *Windows *MAC *Novell *NT *OS/2 *Unix, etc.
• Hard Disk/Floppy/Zip/Jaz/Optical/Syquest/Tape/etc. • Clean-Room Facilities

www.hdodatarecovery.com
10633 Roselle Street
San Diego, CA 92121

www.computoredge.com

24 Hrs/7 Days

(858) 455-0277
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Supertek Computer Service
Sales, Service, Upgrades and Networks
Installation, Setup, Friendly Service
800-633-9499—www.supertek.net

Cabling
Quackenbush Communications
Voice and Data Network Cabling
Audio/Video/ CCTV Cabling
858-395-1007—www.QBNS.com

Consulting

Computer Services

Home2Office, Inc.
2003 San Diego Better Business Bureau
Torch Award Winner! Free Network Needs
Analysis (Companies 15-100 Workstations)
Microsoft/CITRIX, Cisco, Apple Certified!
Expert Troubleshooting, Security, VPN,
Spam Solutions. WAN/LAN/Wi-Fi
858-576-1426 or 800-800-9H2O
www.home2office.com

Bridges Technical Solutions
San Diego’s Premier Mobile Repair Team
Same-Day Service—$42 Most Jobs
619-608-9813
Computer Circulation Center
Buy, Sell, Trade, Laptops, PCs, Repairs,
Upgrades, Virus and Spyware Removal.
24-48 Hours Turnaround—858-573-0411

Worthey Solutions
Sales/Service/Support/Problem Solving
Networks/Efficiency Analysis/Integration
Free Business Consult.—858-405-1373

DataGuys, Inc.
Small Business and Corporate IT/IS/Data
Recovery Outsourcing. Call Today for
A Free Consult. 619-606-6406

0A. Falcon Data Recovery
Speak to a Knowledgeable Rep. Now!
or Visit www.24hrdatarecovery.com
619-696-1370 or Toll Free 888-744-8808

Fast, Cheap, and Good Computers
PC Fixes: Honest, Private
Free Assessment 619-861-6973

1 A Advanced Data Solutions
A Recognized Worldwide Trusted Leader
Recomended by Major Corporations
San Diego’s #1 Data Recovery Experts
1. Over 20 Years Hands-On Experience
2. Free Evaluations, No Data - No Charge
3. Professionally Trained and Certified
4. Cutting Edge High Tech. Skills/Equip
5. All Failures, Media, and OS Supported
6. RAIDS/Network Servers/NAS/Workstation

GizmoTek Consulting
PC/Network Services for Sm Biz/Home.
Install, Upgrade, Fix. Onsite Service.
Paul 619-216-2580
LSS
HP Printer Repair, Free Estimates
Express Repair Specials Incl. Cleaning
Tune-up Special $49—619-227-8463

DSL BUSTER
Dialup Internet Access up to 6 times faster
than your regular modem connection!

CW NET

Toll 1-866-55CWNET
Free
29638
COMPUTOREDGE
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$ 95/mo

Se Habla
Español
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CBL Data Recovery Technologies, Inc.
Manager Doug Owens
San Diego 619-449-1200
www.cbltech.com—1-800-551-3917
Clear Computer Data Recovery
North County’s Professional Solution
All Media, Fast Turnaround. Free
Diagnostic. Clearly the Best—760-402-5411
HDO Data Recovery Service
Competent, Professional Care Since 1987
Hard Disks, Floppy, Jazz, Zip, Syquest, Etc.
Free Diagnostic, See Ad—858-455-0277
(continued on page 42)

Toner • Inkjets • Ribbons • Repairs

TM

Since
1994

1US Recovery/SDCom.com
Professional Data Recovery Services
On All Operating Systems and Media.
Free Diagnostic. See Our Ad. Toll Free
1-US-Recovery—www.1usrecovery.com

HP • Apple • Brother • Canon • Epson • Fujitsu • Konica • Kyocera • IBM • Lexmark™
Minolta • NEC • Okidata • Panasonic • Ricoh • Samsung • Sharp • Texas Instruments • Xerox™

BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY

• Pop-Up Blocker
• Free Live Tech Support
• Parental Controls
• Virus Blocker
• Web Mail
• Instant Messaging

1 AAA - San Diego Computers.com
SD’s #1 Largest Auth Data Recovery Center
Free Pickup - Onsite Cleanroom. RAID,
Hard Drives, Floppy, Tape, Flash, Photos.
Founded by: Former UCSD Professor.
Forensic Recovery of PDAs and MP3s
Call 619-977-7340—858-523-1633

Data Recovery

EraTech Support Services
Home and Small Business IT Support
Certified, Experienced, County Wide.
619-417-0478/Eric@EraTechServices.com

• Up to 300K Unlimited
Internet Access
• 56K Modems V.92
• 10 E-Mail Accounts
• Spam Blocker
• No Invasion of Privacy

7. Certified Class 100 Clean-Room
8. All Work Done In-House, No Middle Man
9. Best Price/Results, Fastest Turnaround
10. Accurate, Friendly, Confidential, Svc
11. Gov, Corp., Co., School PO’s Accepted
12. Aqui Hablamos Su Idioma
13. 24Hr Emergency Svc. Pick-Up/Delivery
www.adv-data.com 24Hrs/7 day 619-336-1400

Month-to-Month,
No Contract

FREE TRIAL

Try
w–
It’s Simit No Fast!
ple &

• www.cwnet.net/special

✔ Flat-Rate On-Site Repair
✔ FREE Phone Estimates!
✔ Up to 60% off Supplies
for Printer • Fax • Copier

Member

San Diego

✔ FREE Next-Day Delivery!
✔ Government Specialists

15% Off your First Order*
*Compatible Toner and Ink Cartridges

LaserQuick
the laser printer experts

Toll Free (877)354-2045

➠ (619)441-5020

1365 N. Johnson Ave. • Suite 115 • El Cajon, CA 92020 • www.LaserQuick.com
www.computoredge.com
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DIRECTORY

For information, contact Grace at 858-573-0315. Directory rates are as follows: 1 listing 1 week $30, 6 weeks
$27.50 each, 9 weeks $26.25 each, and 12 weeks $25 each. One listing consists of four lines of up to 38 characters
each. (First line is company name only.) Additional lines may be purchased at $10 each. The Directory of Services
deadline is at 4:30 p.m. on the Friday before the publication date. Directory submissions now accepted online!
Visit www.computoredge.com/sandiego. Click on advertising.

(continued from page 41)

North County Technology Group
San Diego County’s First Certified
Microsoft Small Business Specialist
www.nctg.com—760-734-4315

Disk Duplication
Affordable Duplication Service
Highest Quality CD/DVD Duplication
Full-Color Direct-to-Disc Printing
Custom Media, Jewel Cases, Inserts,
Booklets, Fast Turnaround—Satisfaction
Guaranteed. CD/DVD Duplicators for Sale
or Rental. Please See Our Display Ad and
Web Site. www.affordable-duplication.com
619-462-0702

Programming
Computer Graphics
Custom Software MS Windows Business and
Science Apps Graphical User Interface,
SPC, I/O, Simple Web HTML—858-549-4761

Golden Gate Software
CD Duplication — No Minimum
Low Prices — Quality Service
www.ggsft.com—858-274-5938

Data Springs
Programming On Time and On Budget.
Fixed Bid and Guaranteed Bug Free.
www.datasprings.com—619-778-1545

Macintosh Specialist
Macsimizers
On-Site Service for Home and Small
Office Needs. Serving SD County Since
1988. Richard Parcel—619-465-6499

Golden Gate Software
Quality Work Using MS Technologies
VB.NET, Access DB, ASP.NET, SQL Server
CD Duplication. ggsft.com—858-274-5938

Network Security
Repair

Software Blueprint IT Consulting
Solid Dependable Network IT Service
Microsoft Security Certified MCSE
800-840-2499—www.SoftwareBlueprint.com

AAA Emergency PC Repair
Off Hours/Weekends/Holidays Immediate Svc
Temp or Perm Repairs On-Site/In Shop.
Pickup/Delivery Available—619-889-9674

Networking

Sudoku

11-11-05 Solution

JNet Services
Network Services for SMBs
Microsoft Certified
Windows 2000/2003, SBS 2000/2003
760-271-6528—www.jnetservices.com

Chips and Memory
PC Repair and Upgrade
$25 Diagnostics
858-279-2447
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LaserQuick
Free Phone Estimates/1 Day Repair Service
Low-Cost Flat-Rate Labor (Free Cleaning)
619-441-5020—Toll Free 877-354-2045
MPCR (Mobile Portable Computer Repair)
On-Site Notebook/Desktop Computer Repair
A+, Toshiba, Compaq Certified Technician
760-434-8899 or www.mobilepcr.com
R & J Computer Repair
Free Diagnostics/Same Day Service
PC’s, Laptops, Printers, On-site Mobile,
Projector Rentals—619-303-7637

Web Developers
AAA OneStop Multimedia Solution
Affordable Web Design/Hosting
E-Commerce/Videography/Editing/Animation/
Motion Graphics. Lowest Price Guaranteed.
Free Estimate—Call 858-751-5665
AAI Web Graphics & E-Commerce Solutions
Our Prices and Completion Time Will Amaze
You! Top Quality Guaranteed. Free Consult
760-438-3030 www.VisualArtsGroup.net
Coast to Coast Design
Affordable High Quality Web Design/Print
E-Commerce, Shopping Carts, Flash
619-255-1986—www.coast2coastdesign.com
SonicSpider LLC
Web Business Solutions/E-commerce
Web Development and Hosting
www.esonicspider.com—760-631-3085
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