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Publisher Jack Dunning

ow, don’t get me started!

I noticed that Lucas Roebuck has an article in this issue that
addresses the use of profanity on the Internet. Although I’ve rarely
expressed it, I’ve certainly noticed a change in the use of the
English language over the last few decades, and I’m not sure that it
has much to do with the Internet or anonymity.
Don’t get me wrong. I spent seven years in the Navy, and I’ve
heard more than my share of foul language. And at times, it may
have even been appropriate. (Although that is probably a rationalization.) I’m not personally offended if other people use the supposedly taboo words, but I do get uncomfortable if they are used in
public, especially around children. The saddest part is that I don’t
think the casual curser is even aware that they may be doing anything inappropriate. (That may be because cursing is so ordinary
these days.)
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The use of expletives has become commonplace in almost all settings—except broadcast television. Comedians take great pride in
dominating their routines with one particular word. HBO actors
have expressed a sense of relief at being able to spew long monologues of invective without incurring the wrath of censors. With the
exception of Harry Potter, it’s almost impossible to go to a movie
without being subjected to gratuitous swearing. I’ve often noted that
the use of foul language rarely enhances the plot or improves the
overall effect of the story.
I’m not in favor of censorship. First, I don’t think it would work.
Second, I don’t get too excited about people making social rules for
others to follow. What I do believe in is personal discretion—people
aware of their surroundings, and maintaining the appropriate control over their personal vocabulary. A basic rule of thumb is, if
there are people within earshot who may be bugged by a word or
two of off-color language, hold them in abeyance until you know
that you are in more acceptable surroundings—then let them spew
forth.
One thing I’ve noticed is that my opinion of a person has never
increased when they used a common swear word. (It may not
decrease either, especially if they have just dropped an anvil on
their foot.) However, I, at least subconsciously, note that the person
is having trouble coming up with the vocabulary to more accurately
reflect their feelings. It’s just plain lazy.
Some people would say that the words no longer have any meaning, and therefore should not be taken seriously. However, I would
observe that people can still have pretty violent reactions when
these terms are directed toward them at a high velocity. If, in fact,
these words are losing their meaning, then no one would bother to
use them.
If the Internet has become a haven for dirty words, then so much
the worse. But the Web is merely a reflection of what is already
becoming an acceptable part of society at large—at least, acceptable
for some.
Jack Dunning, Publisher
edletters@computoredge.com
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Life Experience
Counts
■ I got my B.S. degree in
my 40s after a 10-year tour
in the Navy. When I started my degree program at
National University here
in San Diego, I was
pleased that I could turn
some of those 10 years of
experience into college
credits that counted toward
my degree. Documenting
and justifying my work
experience wasn’t a slamdunk, but it was worth the
time and effort, and took
almost a year off my
schooling.
I realize that this is not
exactly what Maryellen
Cicione was discussing in
her controversial article
[“Life Experience Translates Into College
Degrees,” June 23], since
my degree program included both my work experience and classroom time,
and her article describes
only online programs.
However, I am concerned
that illegitimate and unethical use of online life-experience programs may
devalue what I have always
considered a legitimate
way to enhance your educational credentials.

I appreciate ComputorEdge’s stance in providing a forum for airing
everyone’s opinions on this
issue, and I will be following this issue with a great
deal of interest.
S. Hacker

our pictures that you can
just pop into your DVD
player is a great way to save
money and give a most intimate gift, in an easy way to
view that does not fade and
that will last for years to
come.
Melba Kalaher

Digital Photo Albums
on Your TV
■ Once you have your pictures taken, a great option
is to create a digital album

to show on your television
via your DVD player.
There are a number of good
programs out there that are
simple to use, and you can
also add music to your production.
I used a scanner to copy
old photos of my family and
made a movie using ’40s
music. This made a lovely
addition to my family’s
Christmas card last year. We
all think of posting pictures
on our Web sites or printing
them, but a digital movie of

Internet Explorer
Does FTP
■ [This letter is in regard
to Jim Trageser’s July 28
Hot on the Web column,
entitled “Finding a Decent
FTP Client for Windows,”
where he discussed various FTP solutions.]
I am not a fan of
Microsoft’s Internet Explorer, but it does make for a
decent FTP client. Use the
format ftp://ftp-site.com to
connect. Then, select File/
Login to provide authentication information.
Prior to using the Windows FTP utility, you can
change your directory to
the one you wish to use for
transfers. This avoids the
need to use the local
change directory (lcd)
command after starting
FTP. Also, try surrounding
your directory name with
quotes (e.g., lcd “My

OPEN THE DOOR
TO YOUR FUTURE
Engineering Technology
Earn Your Associate of Science Degree in Under Two Years

CLASSES
START NOW!

For More Information Call

619 • 563 •7430

www.natpoly.edu

files”) when the directory
name contains a space.
This works for me.
Bob Clay
■ [This letter is in regard to
the July 28 Hot on the Web
column, “Finding a Decent
FTP Client for Windows,”
by Jim Trageser.]
The command-line FTP
client is not the only FTP
client in Windows. Jim
missed the obvious FTP
client: Internet Explorer.
For anonymous FTP,
just enter the URL
ftp://ftp.somesite.com. To
use it with an account, the
syntax is: ftp://user:password@ftp.somesite.com.
Or, you can use the same
URLs in My Network
Places.
I’m not a huge Microsoft
fan, but I rarely use any
other [FTP] method, even
though I have a copy of
CuteFTP.

❏

Jon Lovegren

Send e-mail to edletters
@computoredge.com. Letters received may be edited for length and clarity.
We regret that we cannot
respond individually to
submissions.

Need Help
With
Your Computer

?
▼

For assistance
look through our

Directory of
Services
beginning on page 34

ACCREDITED BY ACCJC/WASC - VA APPROVED - FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY
6 September 8, 2006

www.computoredge.com

COMPUTOREDGE

their names in blue, are the
instructions to unwind the
update installs.
They are good. The
sizes vary from half a
megabyte up to several
megs. If you are really
tight on hard drive space,
you might consider deleting the ones that are more
than a year old. Chances
are, if the upgrade is still
working after a year, you
are good to go.
Digital Dave

DIGITAL

DAVE
Dear Digital Dave,
I notice that when I
open the Windows directory, it shows a lot of blue
folders with names such
as “$ms131uninstall_
kb893803v2$,” and subfolders like “spuninst.”
What are these, and do
I need them?
MVG
Dear MVG,
You are probably signed
up for automatic updates to
Windows, which is a very
good idea. As Microsoft
comes out with bug fixes
and security patches, they
are downloaded and
installed on your computer.
Just in case these fixes
don’t work, there is a
mechanism to back them
out. These folders, with

Dear Digital Dave,
I would like to start a
business Web page. Is it
OK to use one of the free
services, or is there a
place where I would pay
something, but get more
visibility?
How do I make sure my
page gets seen?
Martha Castillo
Dear Martha,
Where you have your
site hosted has nothing to
do with how much visibility you get. It’s really up to
you to stir the traffic.
Visibility on the Web is
a factor of how you show
up on the search engines,
like Yahoo! and Google.
There are things you can
do to create more traffic,
and more traffic gets you a
better rating on the search
engines—which brings
even more traffic.
First, clean up your Web

Digital Dave’s Tip
H

ave you ever opened up Microsoft Word and spent a
lot of time building a table with all the rows and
columns carefully filled in? Then you go to put a title on
the document, and find that there is no place to stick in a
couple of carriage returns (paragraph marks in Wordese) to
space the table down a few lines to make room for the title.
I’ve run into this many times, and I’ve tried poking in
a carriage return every which way. There just isn’t a place

8 September 8, 2006

pages and make sure they
have good titles. Titles are
used to classify Web pages,
and without the right classification, even if you do
get traffic, it’s the wrong
people looking for something you don’t have.
Google rates Web sites
on how many other sites
link to it. Get your friends
with similar sites to give
you a link.
Use metatags to insert
words and phrases that the
search engines can pick up
on. Your choice of words
can make or break your
metatag entries.
Don’t be afraid to do
some promotion. Send out
e-mail to prospective customers with your Web site
URL on it.
Go to trade shows, and
give out freebies with your
URL printed in large type.
Make a press release and
send it to all the publications that might carry your
message.
Be creative. There are
lots of ways to get people
to take a look at your Web
site. Just make it easy for
them to take your URL
home and plug it in. The
easiest way to do this is to
send them e-mail that they
are likely to open, and have
a link to your site inside.
Don’t forget the obvious:
Submit your Web site to
each and every search
engine you can find. Almost
every one has a link for sub-

mission of new sites. This
might be the only way you
get on Yahoo!
Digital Dave
Dear Digital Dave,
Do programs like
VeriSign really speed up
your computer?
Anne Vitek
Denver, Colorado
Dear Anne,
I’m not sure where you
got the idea that VeriSign
has anything to do with
speeding up your computer. VeriSign is one of the
big players in the game of
securing Internet connections to enable business on
the Web.
The company supports
something called Secure
Sockets Layer, or SSL, a
key component in the battle to maintain secure links
for business. VeriSign is
also big on proving to visitors that a particular Web
site is legit.
VeriSign is a trusted
authority for providing certificates to your browser to
prove you have reached an
authentic Web site. It is the
source for certificates for
something like 99.9 percent
of the Web sites out there.
If anything, VeriSign
slows down your Internet
link by requiring more transactions and more overhead
traffic. The tradeoff is more
(continued on page 10)

to put it. The first place you can type is inside the table,
and that doesn’t get you room to type above the table.
Sometimes you have to think literally outside the box to
fix a Word problem. I’ve found the only way to get around
this is to select the whole table and delete it. Don’t worry;
you won’t have to start all over again with your table.
Punch the Enter key a few times to give you room for
the title and whatever else you want at the top of your
document. Then, paste the table back into your document.
Make sure you have a few empty lines after the table, too,
in case you want to add more to your document.
❏
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(continued from page 8)

security, and that is well
worth the small wait.
Digital Dave
Dear Digital Dave,
How do you determine
if your computer has been
taken over by malware?
My computer is running
slow, but my antivirus
software says it is clean.
Jim Isaac
Dear Jim,
I just had an interesting
experience similar to what
you are describing. My
computer was taking forever to open programs or do

much of anything useful. I
know my virus scanner is
up to date, and I’ve scanned
for adware, and it shows
that the system is clean.
I gave it the three-finger
salute (Ctrl-Alt-Del), which
brings up the Task Manager. On the Applications tab,
there was nothing at all
running. I clicked on the
Processes tab, and could
watch the percentage of
CPU being used by which
process.
On the Performance tab,
there is a graphical representation of the CPU usage,
and it was pegged to the
top —a continuous 100
percent CPU load. Back to
the Processes tab, I clicked
on the CPU column. This
sorts the processes by how

much CPU power they are
taking up. If you click
again, the order, highest to
lowest or lowest to highest,
is switched.
The mcshield.exe process was hogging the vast
majority of the CPU, with
other processes getting
some CPU time only occasionally. Since the computer was already messed up,
I went ahead and selected
the mcshield.exe process
and clicked on the End
Process button.
Unfortunately, that
caused the computer to just
get stuck. It wouldn’t take
any input, other than moving the mouse around.
Clicking the mouse or typing on the keyboard did
nothing. I finally had to

shut down by holding
down the power button for
several seconds. This is not
a good habit to get into, but
once in a while you have
no other choice.
After I rebooted, the
computer ran fine. I
opened the Task Manager
window, and the System
Idle process was again taking up 90-plus percent of
the CPU, leaving plenty of
computer power to get my
tasks done.
Take a look at your Task
Manager. It should give
you clues as to what is
hogging your CPU. Then,
you can plan an attack to
get rid of the problem.
Digital Dave

❏

DIGITAL DAVE de•fines:
Internet Gameplay
ADVERGAMES: We are all used to seeing
advertising on commercial television channels. Even PBS burns lots of airtime flacking
the companies that sponsor the programs and
other PBS fare. Why should computer games
be any different? Advergames are the answer,
and they come in many forms. Even shrinkwrapped games you pay good money for
sneak in product placement, and it’s hard to
get away from ads for other games from the
same company. Online games are even more
“fair game” for advertising because you don’t
pay for them at all (other than the time you
waste playing them). Companies will put
computer games up on their Web sites to hook
you into spending more time there. Ford had a
driving game that was actually pretty good—a
big hit with the pre-driver’s-license crowd.
And, who better to get used to a brand name
than future customers?
BEJEWELED: You might think of the typical Internet game player as a 13-year-old boy
locked in his bedroom all day and all night.
But a huge segment of Internet game players
doesn’t fit this profile. They are definitely
adult and of the female persuasion. Is their
favorite game full of evil and gore, taking
days to complete? No! The big winner is
something called Bejeweled, a simple game
that involves swapping jewel shapes until you
get three in a row. It is one of the quick-tolearn and quick-to-play games from a company called PopCap Games (www.popcap.com).
10 September 8, 2006

You can play many of these games right in
your Web browser. You don’t even have to
download anything. A recent study showed
that 49 percent of women over 40 would
rather play a game like Bejeweled than watch
television or go to the movies. From personal
experience, I can tell you that tearing my wife
away from Bejeweled or Solitaire on her computer is not an easy job.
GAME-MONITOR.COM: Lots of online
games are available on multiple servers all
over the world. Which servers have the right
combination of many players and low latency
for great play action? One place you can find
out is Game-Monitor.com (www.game-moni
tor.com), a review site for game servers. You
can set filters to sort through the listings, view
only the servers that fit your needs, and keep
an eye on the statistics that get updated every
few minutes.
GANK: Whoa! I left my keyboard for two
seconds and I got ganked! You definitely have
to watch your back while playing MMOGs
(Massively Multiplayer Online Games). Formally, gank means gang killing, where multiple players gang up on one, who then doesn’t
stand a chance. The meaning has been expanded to cover almost any unfair killing, such as
nailing a player who had to take a bio-break.
INTERSTITIAL: There are a lot of people
who won’t put up with advertising during a
game, but in the pause after winning—bang!
That’s the time to hit them. They are in a great
mood and open to suggestions about what to
do next. It’s time for an interstitial ad or two.
www.computoredge.com

Now, players start to associate your ad with a
reward for playing the game so hard. What
better opportunity to put on the hard sell?
Interstitial ads are becoming more common,
and who knows? The slot at the end of a game
might have to sell for a premium, because you
can sell a player anything at that point.
THE DAEDALUS PROJECT: If you are
interested in reading about online games, especially role-playing games, check out The
Daedalus Project (www.nickyee.com/daedalus).
It is the work of a Ph.D. student who is gathering information on computer and Internet
game playing. If you visit his site, you can be
part of the survey about how online games
affect people. How many couples meet during online game playing and eventually meet
in person and go on to have a personal relationship? The Daedalus Project aims to find
out.
WOW: World of Warcraft, a hugely popular
(more than 6 million paid subscribers!)
MMORPG. That’s a Massively Multiplayer
Online Role-Playing Game to everyone else.
As you play the game, you advance through
levels. You can mess around with playing the
lower levels by yourself, but as you rise
through the levels, the gameplay shifts to
requiring more and more players, until you
need a group of 40. To find that many people,
you must be playing the game online, which
requires a paid subscription. It is a very
engaging game, with something like 500,000
players out of the 6 million subscribers active❏
ly participating at any one time.
COMPUTOREDGE

Paladin, 25, Strong/Silent,
Seeks to Connect With . . .
By Tom Carroll

B

ack in the days of black-andwhite films, when Greta Garbo
said, “I vant to be aloooone,” well,
she meant it.
However, with MMORPGs (Massively Multiplayer Online Role-Playing Games) like World of Warcraft
more popular than ever, someone sitting alone in a room lit only by the
animated glare of a flat-panel monitor
may be in touch with—immersed
with—dozens of “friends” all around
the world.
Why do people do this? And is
the social interaction always good,
especially when relationships move
from VL (virtual life) to RL (real
life)?
Hear Yee, Hear Yee
Nick Yee is a researcher who
found fallow territory in the land of
the MMORPG, mostly because of
the game’s social elements and ubiquitous chat rooms, etc. He began
gathering together data from players,
correlating it, and putting it back
online for others to chomp on. His
site is called The Daedalus Project
(www.nickyee.com/daedalus).

14 September 8, 2006

Yee devotes one section of
Daedalus to graphs of survey results
from players about their experiences
in a variety of courtship stages. The
results are telling.
• About 80 percent of female players and 60 percent of male players
have flirted with another player at
one time or another.
• About 50 percent of female players and 22 percent of male players
have developed romantic feelings for
another player.
• About 40 percent of female players and 15 percent of male players
have told another player about their
romantic feelings for them.
• About 29 percent of female players and 8 percent of male players have
physically dated someone whom they
first met in an MMO (that’s a shortened form of MMORPG).
That, my friends, amounts to a lot
of people.
What Is Real, Anyway?
Buzzcut (www.buzzcut.com) markets itself as “critical video game theory.” To that end, on March 3, 2006,
the site published site member
www.computoredge.com

Americanidle’s reasoned look at why
people play MMORPGs, titled, “The
MMORPG Motivation.” About
halfway through the piece, the author
discusses why people turn to
MMORPGs for social interaction,
rather than relying on chat rooms and
such.
“The obvious answer,” says
Americanidle, “is that the game
structure allows people to socialize
without feeling constrained by the
rules of society, by the clichés of the
real world. In the virtual world, you
don’t have to worry about bad
hygiene, a bad fashion sense, an
unattractive physical appearance. In
short, it is very easy to hide . . . physical shortcomings and become a
more idealized virtual representation
of yourself. You can be the tall, elegant elven warrior with the sleek and
sexy sword and the cool tattoos
across the chest.”
But the author then takes a moment to hit on an important point:
Virtual rules rarely apply to the real
world—and that’s why it pays to be
careful when attempting to turn a vir(continued on page 16
COMPUTOREDGE

Paladin
(continued from page 14)

tual fling into the real thing.
“It should be mentioned that, like
any social environment, the virtual
one is home to racism, sexism,
elitism, thieving, cruelty, ganking
(killing lower-level characters for
fun), and griefing (scamming or
stealing from other players purposely
to hurt them). In short, the dangers of
socializing in the virtual world are
equal to those of the real world, with
some differences. In the virtual
world, no real harm can come to
your physical body, with the exception of playing for a psychotic
amount of consecutive hours so that
your heart fails, or neglecting the fact
that you need to eat. But in the virtual
world, you can kill someone and be
insanely cruel without there being
any real consequences. In the real
world, these people hold back
because there are real consequences.
In the virtual world, you can exhibit
altruism and generosity toward
lower-level characters because
wealth is not difficult to obtain at the
higher levels. In the real world, altruism like this is harder because
resources are much more scarce and
valuable.”
Yee counters with information
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been a huge and immediate
response on the message boards
—so many couples are coming out
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Now, Finally, It’s Personal
One final anecdote about the
social aspects of MMORPGs sheds
more light on how online games are
changing the face of the social
scene: The divorced sister of a friend
of mine had become an avid World
of Warcraft player, and it turns out
that she wanted to meet someone
special she had been playing the
game with. The two met in Las
Vegas for a three-day weekend and
later made plans for her take a trip to
where he lives on the East Coast.
Before this, I’d never heard of
anything like this in my circle of
friends.
Ten years ago this wouldn’t have
happened.
Five years ago it might have
seemed pretty kooky.
Now, well, as Tom Jones once
crooned, it’s not unusual.
❏
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of the woodwork to tell us how
they met. Many met online, and
many have gone on to have very
successful relationships and/or
marriages. What comes up again
and again is the idea that most of
these people get to know each
other intimately online while never
having seen the other person. Some
say it makes the love more pure;
others say it’s a huge hindrance
when they meet in RL.”
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MMOG Development
With Multiverse
By Michael J. Ross

W

hat do you get when you combine computer-based roleplaying games with the global reach
of the Internet? Massively Multiplayer Online Games (MMOGs), which
are computer games designed to be
played by thousands of players
simultaneously over the Internet.
The typical MMOG can be
thought of as a virtual world that you
can enter and explore. Unlike most
games, including computer-based
ones, an MMOG does not start when
you start the game, and does not stop
when you quit or your character dies.
Rather, the MMOG runs continuously, allowing you to join in at any
time, and theoretically could continue
running forever (or at least until the
host company’s servers crash!).
MMOGs also combine the best of
desktop and Internet games, from a
performance perspective. As a desktop-based program, an MMOG runs
on the individual’s computer, and
thus the thousands of participants are
not relying upon the MMOG host
server to handle the combined processing needs of all those players. In
addition, the resource-intensive
graphics found in most of these
games is handled by each individual
player’s computer, and not by the

host server.
On the other hand, the Internet
connectivity allows players to compete against other humans all over the
world, similar to Web-only games,
such as online poker and chess. But
the MMOGs have a huge advantage
in what they can offer to the user,
especially in terms of the visual richness and far greater speed of play,
since they are running on the user’s
local machine.
MMOGs first emerged during the
late 1980s, but really took off during
the early and mid-1990s, such that by
1995 there were reportedly more than
500 titles available and in use. Some
of the more popular MMOGs include
EverQuest I and II, Final Fantasy,
and World of Warcraft—all of which
are fantasy MMOGs. There are several categories of MMOGs, with the
most popular being the fantasy-oriented ones.

tual world, choosing the allowed
characters, creating storyboards, and
planning how all the elements fit
together.
And that’s just the design work.
The development phase requires
teams to digitally paint the characters
and their backgrounds, render the
images, write all the code to control
gameplay and user access, and test
the product before releasing it.
Although the total cost for developing a new MMOG—or any roleplaying game, for that matter—
depends largely upon the game’s features and capabilities, all of these
steps add considerably to the overall
cost of building an MMOG from
scratch, even just a simple one. The
more advanced games can require
more than $20 million in development expenses alone.
But the key word here is “scratch.”
Even though the hundreds of
MMOGs on the market vary from
one another in countless different
ways, they share much functionality
in common. In fact, during the many
years of developing these games,
there has probably been a tremendous and unfortunate duplication of
effort. Yet, what if the capabilities
shared by all of them were standardized and made available, allowing
future developers to simply build
upon an existing platform?

Reinventing the Wheel
While purchasing and playing
these sophisticated games can be
quite easy, creating them is an entireMultiple Universes
ly different matter. Building an
For the longest time, enthusiasts of
MMOG requires a considerable commitment of time and money, devoted MMOGs have understood that they
(continued on page 20)
to such activities as designing the vir-

HIGH SPEED INTERNET ACCESS
Dialup Internet Access up to 6 times faster
than your regular modem connection!
• Up to 300K Unlimited
Internet Access
• 56K Modems V.92
• 10 E-Mail Accounts
• Spam Blocker
• No Invasion of Privacy
Since
1994

• Pop-Up Blocker
• Free Live Tech Support
• Parental Controls
• Virus Blocker
• Web Mail
• Instant Messaging

CWNET

$ 95/mo*

Se Habla
Español

4

Month-to-Month, No Contract.
*Must mention ComputorEdge
Magazine for this offer.

FREE TRIAL
Try
w–
It’s Simit No Fast!
ple &

Toll 1-866-55CWNET • www.cwnet.com/special
Free
29638

We acquire dialup ISPs. E-mail: acquisitions@cwnet.com
18 September 8, 2006

www.computoredge.com

COMPUTOREDGE

Multiverse
(continued from page 18)

have a fair amount of control over
their character’s actions and decisions within their favorite MMOGs.
But they have had no control over the
design of the games themselves,
which have been controlled by the
companies forming the game industry. In fact, a common complaint for
many of the less capable MMOGs is
that the user can choose only their
character’s actions, and customize
only their outfits and, for war games,
their weapons.
All that is changing with the introduction of Multiverse (www.multiverse.net), which is a platform that
allows gaming companies and individual developers to create their own
MMOGs. This new technology was
created by Multiverse Networking,
formed in 2004 by a group of former
Netscape employees.
According to the company’s Web
site, the purpose of Multiverse is to
allow independent game developers
to create their own high-quality
MMOGs at a fraction of the typical
cost, by allowing those developers to
base future MMOGs on an existing
and proven infrastructure, so they can
avoid reinventing the wheel.
The people behind Multiverse also
envision another advantage: If and
when a player chooses to switch from
one Multiverse-based game to another, it is possible that their computer
would need to load up only those ele-

ments of the second game that make
it different from the first. Furthermore, there would be considerable
space savings on the user’s hard
drive, as shared program components
would not have to be redundantly
installed.
Multiverse itself is free to download and use. The company intends
to make its money by charging game
developers that make money from
using the product. This approach
should encourage existing gamedevelopment firms to base their new
games upon the Multiverse platform.
But more importantly, by considerably lowering the barrier to entry in
the market, Multiverse Networking
hopes to encourage entrepreneurs to
create their own small gaming companies—which can apparently be
done for as little as $10,000.
To demonstrate its viability, the
Multiverse package includes a Multiverse-based game, Kothuria: The
World’s Edge (www.kothuria.com). It
is still in the beta-testing stage.
Nonetheless, Kothuria could be valuable to the prospective game developer if only to demonstrate what can
be done using Multiverse.
Roll Your Own Roles
Multiverse offers game developers
a “physics engine,” which naturally
handles movement and other physical aspects of the game. The essential
elements of a virtual economy are
also included, as well as various art
resources. Once a developer has created a new game—and linked it to
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Michael J. Ross is a computer
consultant and freelance writer. He
creates Web sites, marketing copy,
and press releases that help
entrepreneurs turn their ideas into
profitable online businesses. He can
be reached at www.ross.ws.
Michael is also the editor of the free
newsletter of PristinePlanet.com,
which is an outstanding eco-friendly
online shopping directory.
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the network of other Multiverse
games—then the new game would
share user entry points with the previous games.
If you have an interest in creating
your own MMOG, then basing it
upon Multiverse is likely the best
way to get started, especially if you
do not have the resources—money,
time and staff—to begin developing
a brand-new MMOG from scratch.
But don’t wait forever to get started, as it is not known how long Multiverse will be available and supported. The company’s business
model may be questionable, as it
relies entirely upon external developers choosing to create new games
based upon Multiverse, making
those games profitable, and sharing
those profits with Multiverse Networking.
Perhaps the MMOG that you
develop will prove not only fun, but
also profitable. The groundwork has
been laid for you. If you have ever
considered creating your own online
world, this is probably the best
chance you will ever get.
❏
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Why the Language Is
So !@$%! Bad Online
By Lucas Roebuck

O

ne of my guilty pleasures is a
computer game called Halo.
You can play by yourself, but I prefer
hooking up my Mac to the Internet
and playing against other real players
online. Halo is a computer game in a
genre known as first-person shooter
(or FPS for short).
Think of a multiplayer online game
like Halo as being a big, virtual paint
ball game. You control your character
from the first-person perspective to
run around the map, pick up various
and sundry weapons, and then frag
(i.e., kill) the other players. Games are
intense, real-time battle simulations. If
you are killed, you will “respawn”
somewhere on the map to play more.
Usually, the winner is the first player
to reach a preset number of frags.
You can communicate with other
players in real time by typing messages. (Yes, I know, on the Xbox version of Halo you can speak with the
other players.) Of course, sometimes
when you take the time to type the
messages, your hands are not on your
player controls, meaning someone
may come and frag you when you
cannot respond fast enough.
What took me by surprise is the
profane and abusive language that
gamers use. Almost every other word

starts with F—and I am not talking
about frag. I sort of brushed it off for
a long time, but once my wife came
by the computer when I was playing
and started reading the conversation
on the screen over my shoulder.
Needless to say, the conversation was
not only profane, but sexually crass,
as well. Not the sort of thing you ever
hear anyone say in public unless they
were about to get their jaw handed to
them in a bar fight.

So, any
responsible adults
playing an online game
should watch their
language.

for movie buffs to learn rumors and
leaks about the entertainment industry. The “talkback” boards there are
laced with language so foul, it’s
absurdly funny. More often than not,
any place that I visit on the Internet
where people are allowed to anonymously communicate is littered with
unsavory language.
What struck me the other day
when I was playing Halo was that it
was very likely that half of the people
offering up the expletive du jour
could be 10-year-old kids. Or, even if
it wasn’t a 10-year-old kid, there was
a good chance that youngsters were
listening (or reading the comments).
The game Halo (and its sequel
Halo 2) can be very violent, and as
such is rated M (Mature) by the video
game industry’s self-rating system, the
Entertainment Software Rating Board.
Many stores won’t sell M-rated games
like Halo to minors, but only a few
states have laws prohibiting this practice. So, any responsible adults playing an online game should watch their
language. Most of us would condemn
an adult who discussed lewd, crass
acts (even in jest) in public, much less
if he or she were, say, talking with a
bunch of high school (or junior high)
students. But this happens online
every day, both in online games and
other social Internet settings.

Watch Your Mouth!
But Halo and other multiplayer
games online are not the only places
where you will find an excessive
amount of bad language. On many
discussion Web sites, anonymous
posters use profanity as often as they
breathe. Forget cursing like a sailor.
Selling to Children
The new cliché to implicate foul lanJust because you are playing an
guage should allude to anonymous
M-rated game doesn’t mean you
Internet posters.
One site that I frequent, Ain’t It aren’t playing with children.
Online industry journal Gamespot
Cool (aintitcool.com), is a hangout
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.com posted this quote from an article
about an FCC study on selling Mrated games to minors: “Today’s
numbers show that while retailers
have overall done a much better job
of not selling M-rated games to
minors unaccompanied by an adult,
42 percent of minors were successful
in purchasing games deemed inappropriate by the ESRB. National chains
performed better than regional and
local retailers, with only a 35-percent
rate of minors successfully purchasing M-rated games, versus 63 percent.
The previous investigation, held in
2003, saw 69 percent of minors walk
away with M-rated games. The numbers were even worse in 2000 and
2001, when 85 and 78 percent,
respectively, of minors successfully
purchased M-rated games.”
When you log on to Halo, you can
choose which game server you will
join. Some of them are marked
“Christian,” which usually means the
person who created the server will
ban people from the server if they use
inappropriate language.

Sudoku

9-1-06 Solution

F-Word Off
Recently, when I was playing
Halo, I tried to take a break from the
game to ask people online why they
decided it was OK to use profanity
when children could be playing, and
if they were talking with me in per-

son, would they use the same language? Pretty much the universal
answer I received from everyone was
to F-word off.
My Halo screen name is Hatchet.
The conversations would pretty
much go like this:
Tex: Get the F—n Flag!
Noob01: Blues are a bunch of
Sh—heads
Hatchet: How old are you? Why do
you find the need to use expletives?
Noob01: Hatchet, STFU. Who are
you my mom?
Tex: Play the d—m game.

It’s amazing
how people will lose
inhibitions and propriety
when they are not
accountable.

most Internet sites that allow
unchecked profanity, vulgar speech
and sexually explicit conversations to
take place have no methods of assuring that any of the anonymous posters
(or just browsers) are not minors.
But the issue goes beyond just protecting minors. Much of our online
society’s language is decidedly vulgar, tasteless, classless and even verbally abusive, misogynistic, and
racist.
Anonymity and Accountability
It’s amazing how people will lose
inhibitions and propriety when they
are not accountable. On the Internet,
anonymity has given people the
license to be reckless with their language. From message board postings
to multiplayer gaming, the Internet
has truly brought us an age of profanity.
In many ways, the fact that people
will use destructive language in
online social situations simply
because anonymity will let them “get
away with it” is a sad commentary
on the general character of those
who populate the greater online
world.
❏

HATCHET HAS BEEN KILLED
BY TEX
In real life (or as they say in Generation Y, IRL), Noob01 might be
that nice bank teller who always
remembers your name and calls
everyone “sir” or “ma’am.” Tex
could be a sophomore high school
band member or the band instructor.
The sort of people who wouldn’t be
Contributing editor Lucas Roebuck
caught dead polluting the air with a is a Web junkie and casual game
foul vocabulary.
player who teaches communication
Beyond multiplayer online games, arts at George Fox University.
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Secure Your Mac, Part 3:
Keeping Your Mac Safe
By James Alguire

W

e lock the doors of our homes
(and turn on the alarm) to keep
out unwanted visitors; we lock the
doors of our cars (sometimes adding
The Club, or an alarm) to prevent
their theft while we’re away. But how
often do we lock our Macs to keep
unexpected users from stealing the
machine—or the data that resides
within?
Click and Run
It’s difficult to control physical
access to computers 24/7. At some
point, you need to take a break or
attend to the other facets of life that
don’t involve computers, and that presents opportunities for evildoers if
you’re not prepared.
One way to prevent the Mac from
disappearing unexpectedly is by locking it to the desk using a security cable
like the $55 Kensington Microsaver
DS (www.kensington.com). Most
Macs have a security slot to attach the
cable—just be sure the other end of
the cable is attached to something
immovable.
Adding the $50 DEFCON 1 computer security system alarm from Tar-

LoJack the Mac
According the FBI, only 3 percent
of stolen computers are ever recovered, but using Brigadoon Security’s
$30 MacPhoneHome (www.pc
phonehome.com) could improve the
odds of getting the Mac back.
MacPhoneHome sends a stealth email with the Mac’s location to a des-

If you ever
forget both the user
password and the master
password, kiss the
data goodbye.
ignated address every time the Mac
connects to the Internet. If the Mac is
stolen, simply contact the police and
Brigadoon, and the system will track
your computer’s location in order to
catch the culprits and recover the Mac.
The software can’t be easily removed
and works quietly behind the scenes.
Tales From the Encrypt
Other steps to prevent unauthorized
individuals from accessing data on the
Mac (stolen or not) include setting up a
✂

firmware password, requiring users to
enter the password whenever the Mac
boots up. This prevents anyone from
using the Mac or booting from other
sources (CD/DVDs, external hard
drives, etc.) without knowing the password. Instructions for setting up the
firmware password on the Mac can be
found in Apple’s Knowledgebase
(docs.info.apple.com/article.html?art
num=106482). While secure, the
firmware password can be annoying
because each time the Mac is started or
restarted, the password must be
entered.
Activate FileVault in the Security
pane of System Preferences. FileVault encrypts a user’s home folder
so that data cannot be accessed when
the user is not logged in to the Mac.
FileVault is very secure, using AES128-level encryption, but there are a
few caveats when using this security
feature. First, a master password
must be set. The master password is a
safety net. If a user forgets their normal password, their data is no longer
accessible. The master password
allows the user’s password to be
reset, restoring access.
FileVault requires an amount of
free hard disk space equal to the
user’s home folder size (a 10GB
home folder needs 10GB of free disk
space) to encrypt (when turning File✂

gus (www.targus.com) will draw
even more attention to the abnormal
departure. (I don’t recommend an
exploding dye pack, however.)
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Vault on) or decrypt (when turning
FileVault off) the user’s data, and it’s
not recommended for users working
with audio or video files (there will
be performance problems). FileVault
also works best when automatic login
is turned off.
If you ever forget both the user
password and the master password,
kiss the data goodbye.

the Mac unattended.
The remaining options apply to all
user accounts on the Mac. “Disable
automatic login” forces users to enter
a username and password whenever
the Mac is started up. “Logout after
X minutes of inactivity” forces the
Mac to log out the current user after
the designated period of time, preventing people from accessing your

Close the Pod Bay Doors, Hal!
In addition to FileVault, the Security pane in System Preferences
offers more options to prevent “lookie-loos” from checking out what’s on
your Mac. The first is “Require a
password to wake this computer
from sleep or screensaver,” which
requires a user to enter a password
whenever waking the Mac from
sleep mode or after a screensaver has
kicked in. This is one way to keep
errant office workers from accessing
the Mac while you’re away. Just
remember to put the Mac to sleep or
activate a screensaver before leaving

Safe computing
is a balance between
computing convenience
and data/computer
safety.

COMPUTOREDGE

data. (Unsaved documents will cancel the logout process, so always save
while working and before leaving the
Mac unattended.) “Require password
to unlock each secure System Preference” keeps other users from making
changes to certain System Preferences (like Accounts) without your
knowledge.

www.computoredge.com

And finally, “Use secure virtual
memory” prevents data pirates from
extracting information from the
Mac’s virtual memory swap files.
The Sharing pane of System Preferences offers options to protect the
Mac while connected to a local area
network (LAN) or the Internet.
Under the Services tab, uncheck any
services that you are not using (especially options like Remote Login). In
the Firewall tab, be sure to turn on
the firewall.
Another good technique to protect
the Mac is to create the required
admin account and then create a standard user account for daily usage. By
using the standard user account, anyone trying to access the Mac through
your account doesn’t have full access,
and what they can do is limited.
*
*
*
Safe computing is a balance
between computing convenience and
data/computer safety. So use your
common sense and these techniques,
and enjoy life as a safer Mac user. ❏
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Wine Gets Better With Age
By Stace Johnson

I

t’s often stated that a 13-year-old
wine has more flavor than a 5year-old wine. The longer a wine
matures, the more subtlety of taste
and essence it gains, and the more
valuable it becomes—or so some
experts say.
Such is the case with the Linux
version of Wine. Wine is a compatibility layer that translates programming calls from Windows applications into commands that Linux
understands and can perform. Rather
than emulating an entire operating
system and hardware layer, like other
emulation programs, Wine uses the
same hardware resources as Windows programs, with only a translation layer in between. The result is a
Windows-compatible operating system, running almost as fast as Windows itself, within Linux.
Like most Linux software, Wine is
free, but as it ages, it becomes more
valuable and feature-rich, just like its
namesake.
Wine History
The original Wine concept dates
back to 1993, and a Rose-Hulman
Institute of Technology student named

Bob Amstadt. Back then, Wine’s goal
was to run the 32-bit applications that
Windows 3.1 was not able to run successfully, and to run them faster than
Windows itself could. The target has
changed over time, and now Wine’s
goal is to be able to run all Windows
applications as if they were running in
their native environment—a monumental task at best. The current project leader, and successor to Amstadt,
is Alexandre Julliard, a dedicated
team leader and software engineer.
Julliard found backing for the Wine
project with Corel (www.corel.com),
his employer at the time. Wine rapidly
progressed until a licensing conflict
arose with MIT, the originator of the
copyright license under which Wine
was created. According to MIT, some
developers were not contributing their
changes back to the core project, a stipulation of the MIT license. With the
loss of MIT’s endorsement, another
licensing distribution had to be found,
and developers settled on the GNU
Lesser General Public License, or
LGPL (www.gnu.org/licenses/lgpl
.html) standard, which allows for some
proprietary work while protecting code
written for the core project, and ensur-

HP • Apple • Brother • Canon • Dell • Epson • Konica • Kyocera • IBM • Lexmark
Minolta • NEC • Okidata • Panasonic • Ricoh • Samsung • Sharp • Texas Instruments • Xerox™

Toner • Inkjets • Ribbons • Repairs
✔ Flat-Rate, On-Site Repair
✔ FREE Phone Estimates!

Member

ing that Wine remains free in its core
form.
Corel’s interest in Wine originated
from the desire to port its once-standard WordPerfect software to Linux
systems. However, after Microsoft
(www.microsoft.com) made significant
investments in the company, development on all Linux projects at Corel
ceased; Julliard was forced to find
new backing for the Wine project.
Wine found a new home at CodeWeavers (www.codeweavers.com), a
software-development company. Like
Corel, CodeWeavers has commercial
interests in Wine, releasing a custom
commercial product with proprietary
extensions called CrossOver Office.
Unlike Corel, however, CodeWeavers
is committed to the project long-term,
and apparently intends to support it as
long as the project exists.
Wine’s Hurdles
Wine has had some significant difficulties in solving a few Windows
API translations, most notably the
Direct3D graphic extensions and various installation programs. For a long
time, Wine would not run any
Direct3D programs successfully, but
project programmers have solved
most of those problems and can now
boast compatibility with such popular graphically intensive programs as
World of Warcraft and Photoshop.
Screenshots of these programs running under Wine can be seen at
WineHQ (www.winehq.com), the primary Wine development site.
Installation programs have long
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been a thorn in Wine’s side, causing
many Windows program installations
to simply crash when attempted. Normally, the programs themselves
would run fine, but the installation
routines (usually written by third parties) would not prepare the system
sufficiently to run the software. The
Wine development team has focused
intensely on this area over the last
couple of years, and is determined to
make Wine compatible with all major
third-party installers.
Another roadblock to Wine’s success has been Microsoft itself. Understandably, Microsoft does not like the
idea of another operating system running applications designed for Windows. As noted before, Microsoft
squelched development of Wine at
Corel by investing heavily in the company. Curiously, though, Microsoft’s
official position seems to have been to
ignore Wine publicly, but modify its
update software to check for the existence of Wine before allowing updates
to be downloaded. Microsoft’s latest

position is that Wine is not a genuine
Windows product, and therefore is not
supported for updates.
Ready for Prime Time?
To date, Wine runs more than 4,000
Windows programs successfully,
including the industry standard
Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint office applications. CrossOver
Office is particularly good at easing the
transition for people attempting the
move from Windows to Linux, though
it still costs about $70—not far from
the going price of Office XP Standard.
For those who wish to run Word or
Excel in the basic Wine application,
plenty of how-to documents and community-support forums are available to
assist in that goal.
Still, running Windows applications
in Wine is not as easy as running the
programs in the environment in which
they are intended to run. Wine is not a
finished product; it is still in development, and the peculiarities of beta software still exist. In addition, users must

be familiar with Linux configuration
and management in order to run and
install Windows programs successfully
under Linux—something that the vast
majority of Windows users would not
be able to do.
Linux distributions like Xandros
(www.xandros.com) and user-friendly
applications like CrossOver Office
make these tasks much easier for new
Linux users, but they also require an
initial investment. Whether that investment is worthwhile to the user is an
individual decision.
For hobbyists and power users fed
up with the security problems and
forced upgrade paths in Windows,
Wine may have aged enough to please
their discerning palette. For casual
users, Wine may still be a bit strong,
and may be an acquired taste.
❏
Stace Johnson is an IBM field technician, writer, and musician in Colorado. Links to resources for this article are on the ComputorEdge page of
his Web site (www.lytspeed.com).
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Join Us Online!
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Product Ratings

By Charles Carr
The Coming Drought
—of Domain Names
Dotster Inc., one of the larger
ICANN (Internet Corporations for
Assigned Names and Numbers)
domain name registrars, says that
Web site developers are becoming
increasingly concerned that domain
names may soon run out completely.
To date, more than 70 million
domain names have been purchased,
and most, if not all, one-word
domain names have already been
taken on a global plane.
“The shortage of marketable
domain names has led consumers to
select alternatives that are difficult
for their potential visitors to remember, or do not adequately describe the
brands or products,” says Dotster
chairman Kevin Kilroy. “These
domain names result in a lack of
robust traffic to the site, confirming
customers’ insecurities about the
value of creating Web sites.”
Kilroy says, “Consumers have
become overwhelmed and intimidated at the thought of picking or
searching for a domain name, due to
recent stories that domain names
have been purchased at auction [for
as much as] $100,000 to $1 million.”
While new extensions (.org, .edu,
etc.) and natural word combinations
may help to eliminate a drought, this
may result in lighter traffic to consumers’ Web sites, due to the fact that
the new name may contain only part
of the site’s specific area of focus.
Kilroy says registrars need to
develop the systems able to offer
newer top-level domain extensions,
including boutique extensions such as
.md, .mobi and .tv. Also, more registrars need to implement multi-layer
logic tools with the ability to suggest
alternative domains that are mar28 September 8, 2006

reviews@computoredge.com
ketable and resonate with customers.
According to Kilroy, most other tools
on the market today simply add prefixes or look for basic synonyms.
Got a Kid Computor?
Buy a Spare!
According to a recent survey by
Consumer Reports, in the past two
years, U.S. consumers have lost $8
billion due to Internet predators.
“A recent rise in prosecutions of
online perpetrators might offer hope
that you’re now less likely to suffer
computer damage, financial loss or
both from viruses, spyware or phishing e-mail scams,” notes Consumer
Reports. “In fact, according to the
survey, your odds of becoming a
cyber-victim are about one in three,
the same as a year ago.”
In the past six months, spyware
alone prompted nearly a million U.S.
homes to replace their computers,
many due to minors surfing the Web
and using filesharing software. The
report concludes that simply allowing a child or teen to use the Internet
significantly increases the likelihood
that parents will lose money.
To learn more about who and why
others are remotely monitoring your
every move online and how it is
invading your privacy, read the entire
report online (www.consumerreports
.org/cro/electronics-computers/online
-protection-9-06/overview/0609_
online-prot_ov1.htm).
Bass Fréqs for Bass Freaks
Who says earphones are fashion
accessories? V-Moda (www.v-moda
.com) does with its Bass Fréq Modaphones, which combine chic colors
and impressive sound quality that
audiophiles would expect only from
high-end units.
www.computoredge.com

 Don’t say we didn’t warn you.
 What is that store’s return
policy?
 We’ve seen better; we’ve
seen worse.
 You’ll probably be happy
you did.
 What are you waiting for?

The Bass Fréqs definitely are eye
candy. The whole enchilada—including a 13.5-inch cable—comes in
eight wickedly cool colors, ranging
from “ThatsHotPink” and “BlueSteel,”
which help attention seekers stand out
in a crowd, to “BlingBlingBlack” and
“PlatinumWhite,” which help attention
dodgers match their 5G iPod’s or
nano’s color. A complementary colorhighlighted “L” or “R” on each Modaphone’s plastic shell is a cinch to spot
against the silver or green trim.
These earphones are as sweet to
your ears as to your eyes. Their frequency response is rated at 8Hz to
22,000Hz, delivering delectable bass
thanks to their bass level isolating soft
silicon (BLISS) technology. The Bass
Fréqs treat you to bass guitars’ notes
without sacrificing treble quality.
To ensure a comfy fit, the Bass
Fréqs’ package includes three sets of
silicone sleeves (small, medium and
large). And, to protect the cables
from spiraling into a spaghetti-like
tangle, a Modawrap cable manager
(a 3-inch, V-shaped piece of silicone
with slits at either end) accompanies
the Bass Fréqs at no extra cost.
Speaking of cost, this stellar product sets you back only $50 including
tax, shipping and handling. In the
unlikely event you’re disappointed
with their looks or sound, you can
return them within 30 days of receipt
for a full refund or exchange.
The only downside, admittedly a
nitpicky one, is that the Bass Fréqs
lack a volume-adjustment slider on
their cables. Otherwise, they truly are
an auditory delight.

Review contributed by
Barry Fass-Holmes
COMPUTOREDGE

Calendar
of Events

SEPTEMBER

Saturday, September 9

Friday, September 15

■ Autocad Lite 5, Beginning—Part 1 of a six-part free
class sponsored by San Diego Community College District,
Continuing Education. Classes will be held from 8 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. in Room 140 at the North City Campus, 8401
Aero Drive in Kearny Mesa. Register in class. For more
information, call 619-388-1800 or visit www.sdce.edu.

■ E-mail—Viruses, Spams, Scams, and How to Avoid
Them—A free class sponsored by the San Diego Community
College District, Continuing Education. The class will be held
from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Room 140 at North City
Campus, 8401 Aero Drive in Kearny Mesa. Register in class.
For more information, call 619-388-1800 or visit
www.sdce.edu.

Sunday, September 10
■ Word 2003—Beginning in A Day—A free class offered by
the San Diego Community College District, Continuing
Education. The class runs from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Room
130 of North City Campus, 8401 Aero Drive in Kearny Mesa.
Register in class. For more information, call 619-388-1800
or visit www.sdce.edu.

Monday, September 11
■ Computer—Introduction—A free class sponsored by the
San Diego Community College District, Continuing Education.
Class will be held from 1 to 5 p.m. in Room 130 at North City
Campus, 8401 Aero Drive in Kearny Mesa. Register in class.
For more information, call 619-388-1800 or visit
www.sdce.edu.
■ Windows XP Basics—Part 1 of a four-part free class
offered by the San Diego Community College District,
Continuing Education. The class runs Monday through
Thursday from 7 to 9 p.m. in Room I-107 at Miramar College,
10440 Black Mountain Road in Mira Mesa. Register in class.
For more information, call 619-388-1800 or visit
www.sdce.edu.
■ Network Administrator Training: Network
Fundamentals—Part 1 of a four-part free class offered by
San Diego Community College District, Continuing Education.
The class runs Monday through Thursday from 5 to 10 p.m.
in Room 130 of North City Campus, 8401 Aero Drive in
Kearny Mesa. Register in class. For more information, call
619-388-1800 or visit www.sdce.edu.

Tuesday, September 12
■ Top 10 Computer Problems and Their Solutions—Part 1
of a two-part free class offered by the San Diego Community
College District, Continuing Education. The class will be held
from 5:30 to 9 p.m. in Room 117 of North City Campus, 8401
Aero Drive in Kearny Mesa. Register in class. For more
information, call 619-388-1800 or visit www.sdce.edu.
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Tuesday, September 19
■ The San Diego PC Users Group will feature a presentation
on “Linux Thumb Drive,” by Bob Schuchman. The meeting
starts at 6 p.m. in Room 401 at the San Diego County Office
of Education, 6401 Linda Vista Road in San Diego. For more
information, visit www.sdpcug.org.

Wednesday, September 20
■ Access Users Group of San Diego will feature a
presentation on “Beginner/IntermediateAdvanced Forms,”
by Doug Murphy. The meeting starts at 6 p.m. at Scripps
Miramar Ranch Library at 10301 Scripps Lake Drive in San
Diego. For more information, visit www.augsd.org.

Monday, October 2
■ Learn to Create a Web Site In One Day—A course offered
by MiraCosta College. The class will cover HTML basics, two
different methods for creating Web pages, how to select a
host and domain name, the basic site planning strategies and
Web design principles, and how to upload your site onto the
World Wide Web. The class runs from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m in
Room 112 at MiraCosta’s San Elijo Campus, 333 Manchester
Avenue in Cardiff. Cost is $89. For more information or to
register, call 760-795-6820 or visit
www.miracosta.edu/commsvcs.

Free events of a non-commercial nature will be listed in Calendar free of charge as
space allows. Commercial events can be advertised in Calendar at a rate of $25 for
25 words or less, with each additional word costing $1. Anything separated by a
space is considered one word.
In either case, type or legibly print your listing, including the date and time of your
event, its location, and the name and phone number of a contact person. Calendar
deadline is 4:30 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication date. Listings will not be taken
over the phone.
All commercial Calendar listings must be paid in advance by check or money order.
Enclose listing with payment, if applicable, and mail to Calendar of Events, c/o
ComputorEdge, P.O. Box 83086, San Diego, CA 92138.
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Bookmark our Web page, www.computoredge.com/sandiego, for easy access to these valuable Web sites:
San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce
www.sdchamber.org

CONSULTING
Business Writing by Nightcats Multimedia
www.nightcats.com
Dick Jonilonis & Associates
www.pmsoftwaresolutions.com

INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDERS
Surf Utopia Internet Services
help, hosting, programming, security
surfutopia.net

GOVERNMENT

PUBLICATIONS

California State Government
www.ca.gov

COMPUTOREDGE MAGAZINE

California Tourism
gocalif.ca.gov
City of San Diego
www.sandiego.gov

San Diego’s Free Weekly
Computer and Internet Magazine

County of San Diego
www.sdcounty.ca.gov

www.computoredge.com

Department of Motor Vehicles
www.dmv.ca.gov

SOFTWARE

Internal Revenue Service
www.irs.gov
San Diego Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
www.sdchcc.com

GDS Storefront Estimating
Is a Leading Publisher of Estimating Software
For the Commercial Glass and Glazing Industry
www.storefrontestimating.com

TRAFFIC
Caltrans
www.dot.ca.gov
Office of Traffic Safety
www.ots.ca.gov
Sigalert
www.sigalert.com

WEB CONSULTING
Michael J. Ross
www.ross.ws

WEB DEVELOPERS
AAI - Top Quality! Get More Pay Less!
www.VisualArtsGroup.net

WEB SERVICES
NetSpigot
Is Your Web Site Working For You?
We Provide The Client/Customer
Interaction Your Business Needs.
858-573-0315 or www.netspigot.com

Give Customers a Reason
to Visit Your Web Site:
Add Client Interaction, and Watch Your Site Come Alive!
E-mail Newsletters • Online Q&A Sessions
Client Forums • Frequently Asked Questions • Calendars
• Glossaries • News Releases • Internet Specials
Any or all of these features can be added to your site
instantly with NetSpigot Client Interaction Service.
If you want to make your Web site more productive
and create more interaction with your clients, then
NetSpigot offers a solution that is easy to use, with
both e-mail and Web communication.
With NetSpigot, making your Web site interactive is
as easy as clicking a mouse.

NetSpigot is a user-friendly Web service that lets you
control the “look and feel” of your Web site, as well as
keep information flowing to and from
Visit
your clients. No need to learn Web
www.netspig
ot.com
programming, install new software,
"NetSpigot
Lite
or change ISPs.
is FREE!"
Plug NetSpigot into your existing site,
or use it to create a Web presence.

With NetSpigot, you “Click It and See It!”
Is NetSpigot right for you? Ask about
the FREE version – NetSpigot Lite.

858-573-0315

For more information about NetSpigot, visit www.netspigot.com.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Announcements
DONATE YOUR car, boat, RV, motorcycle,
heavy equipment or . . . We handle all DMV
paperwork and free towing. Tax receipt
provided. Call 619-370-4000, e-mail
weareone@silent-tears.org or visit
www.SilentTears.us.
GAMERS WANTED. Get paid to test
upcoming video, computer and online
games and give us your feedback. We’ll pay
$9/hr if you can test games full-time. Call
858-455-5678 e-mail allison@abcow.com.
LAPTOPS, LCD monitors, and digital
cameras wanted for my 3rd grade
classroom. Tax Receipt, Joe 858-277-7648.

New Computers
WHY BUY USED?! NEW COMPUTERS
FROM $179! We also offer custom
computers built to your specifications. Visit
www.comp1.com or call 888-882-6671 for
more information.

Used Computers
APPLE G5 dual 2.5, 1.5 RAM, 160GB HD,
DVD burner, FireWire, Ethernet, modem,
MS Office, Toast, latest OS X $1650/obo,
call 619-445-3865.
ATHLON XP1700 1.5GHz, 512MB RAM,
10+6.4 GB HDs, CD-RW, network, 17-inch
monitor, keyboard, mouse, Windows XP,
$130, call 858-761-4945.
ATHLON XP2400, 512MB RAM, ATI AGP
card, 30GB HD, DVD/CD-RW, modem,
network $175, call 619-410-5292.
HEWLETT-PACKARD ATHLON 64-bit
3200+ skt 939, 512MB DDR, 80GB HD,
DVD/CD-RW, ATI 128MB Pci-X, loaded
with software, Windows XP Pro $300, call
619-410-5292.

Laptops
LAPTOP: DELL 1.7GHz Centrino internal
wireless 512MB RAM, 60GB HD, DVD
burner, barely used, excellent $550, call
619-303-4084.
LAPTOP: TOSHIBA A65 Satellite Pentium 4
3.0GHz, 60GB HD, 1.26GB RAM, wireless
card, Windows XP $550/obo, call 619623-2390.

Classifieds Now Accepted Online!
Visit our Web site at
www.computoredge.com/sandiego
Click on “Advertising”

Advertising Policy: The purpose of the classified advertising section of ComputorEdge is to provide
a forum for communication within the computer market of the San Diego area. The publishers of ComputorEdge
make no claims or warranties for the products or services advertised in ComputorEdge. It is the responsibility
of the individual to verify the authenticity of any product or service prior to purchase. ComputorEdge will not
knowingly publish any advertising which encourages the copying and illegal sale or distribution of copyrighted
software. It is the responsibility of all buyers and sellers to comply with any licensing agreements in force. The
publishers reserve the right to reject or cancel any ad which does not conform to the standards of the publication.
Instructions: Type or print your ad legibly. Anything separated by a space is considered a word. Legitimate
hyphenated words are considered one word. Indicate on your ad the classified category under which you would like
your ad placed. A phone number must accompany the ad. All classified ads are payable in advance of publication by
check, money order, or credit card. All classified submissions, changes and cancellations must be
received prior to the deadline. Classified advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. Please enclose ad
with payment, if applicable, and any special instructions in an envelope and mail to: ComputorEdge Magazine, P.O.
Box 83086, Attn: Classified Dept., San Diego, CA 92138. To submit your ad online, visit www.computoredge.com/
sandiego. Click on Advertising. For more information, please call 858-573-0315.
Business Ads: Minimum charge – $30.00 for 25 words or less, 50 cents per additional word. To run
your ad in more than one classified section or in more than one issue, multiply cost accordingly (total cost
would equal Ad Cost x Number of Sections x Number of Issues). Discounts for multiple paid ads are as follows:
6 ads – $27.50 each, 9 ads – $26.25 each, 12 ads or more – $25.00 each. Multiple ads must run consecutively.
Free Ads: Private parties may qualify for ONE free classified ad every five weeks, 25 words or less. Each
additional word, 5O cents. Free ads may NOT be used to sell new equipment. Only Categories marked
with a filled-in box qualify for private party ads. Personal ads will be printed on a space available basis when
judged not to be of a commercial nature. There is no responsibility on the part of ComputorEdge to notify parties who
fail to comply with the “free ad” policy. Any questions regarding eligibility for free ads should be addressed, in writing,
to the ComputorEdge Classifieds Department. One submission per month free. Each additional ad is $30.00 for 25
words and 5O cents per additional word.
Deadline: Friday prior to publication, 4:30 p.m. for free private party ads.
Monday prior to publication, 12:00 noon for paid ads. (Excluding Holidays.)

Miscellaneous Hardware
SCANNER, UMAX Astra 1200S flatbed
SCSI color scanner for Mac or PC,
excellent condition, comes with cables and
manual $20, call 760-736-9328.

Computer Parts
CISCO 350 AP with all cables and POE
adaptor, works perfect $90, 858-204-7615
El Cajon area.
MSI 6800GT PCI-x $200, Corsair XMS
1GB dual kit DDR400 led $150, Athlon64
3500 2.2GHz $70, and software, Tony 619454-9762.
SHARP 14-INCH color LCD screen
LQ14X03, 7 each, $50 each, call 858847-0200.

Services
HOME2OFFICE COMPUTING SOLUTIONS,
INC. - BBB Member, Custom IT Solutions
for San Diego businesses since 1994,
tailored to organizations of 15-100

workstations and/or multiple servers. Free
business consultation. Guaranteed
satisfaction. Call 800-800-9H2O, 858-5761426, or visit www.home2office.com.

Software
ADOBE PHOTOSHOP 6.0 for PC or Mac
CD $19.99/obo, call 619-623-2390.
NORTON ANTIVIRUS 2004 CD, for PC or
Mac $19.99/obo, call 619-623-2390.
PROGRAMMERS MANUALS for CP/M
Plus operating system computer. Also
Wordstar and Myltiplan manuals and more,
make offer, call 760-434-1414.
WINDOWS 2000 Advance Server CD for
installing W2AS $14.99, call 619-623-2390.

Instruction
COMPUTER TUTOR-EXTRAORDINAIRE,
home/office, one-on-one. Windows
95/98/XP, Microsoft Office, QuickBooks,
Photoshop, AOL, Internet, eBay and more.
Computer setup/repairs. More than
reasonable. Call 619-284-7479.

Categories:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Accounting
Announcements
Business Opportunities
CAD
Computer Consultants
Computer Furniture
Computer Parts
Desktop Publishing
Disk Drives
Handicapped/Special Ed
Instruction
Laptops
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous Hardware
Modems
Multi-Users
Networking
New Computers
Plotters
Printers
Publications
Rentals
Repair
Services
Software
Supplies
Swaps & Trades
Used Computers
Video Displays
Wanted To Buy

Wanted to Buy
LOOKING FOR Commodore/Amiga/Atari
ST hardware. If you have any lying
around, let me give it a good home, Gary
619-840-1503.

Web Services
IS YOUR WEB SITE WORKING FOR YOU?
We provide the Client/Customer Interaction
that your business needs without the hassle
of installing programs or programming, Call
858-573-0315 or visit www.netspigot.com.

Miscellaneous
10 OUTLET power surge, if the power goes
down and there are plugs in the power
surge it will still run $7.99/obo, call 619623-2390.
SELL YOUR old computer equipment
fast. For information on how to place your
FREE private party ad, visit ComputorEdge
Online at www.computoredge.com or call
858-573-0315.

Job Hunting?
ComputorEdge can help you knock on doors.
Place a Position Wanted Ad in our Career Opportunities Section
to let the industry know you’ve got the skills to do the job right.

Call 858-573-0315 for help in placing your ad.
COMPUTOREDGE
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Work and Freedom
By Douglas E. Welch

W

hen we are working, we often think about what
those hours will buy. Is this part of a new car, a
new HDTV, a new house? We think in terms of
money—how much per hour, how much we need to
cover our credit card bills, how much to pay the mortgage?
I believe, however, that we are buying something
much more important with our work hours—something
much more precious. We are not just making money or
buying “things,” we are actually purchasing little pieces
of freedom. When you think about work in this way, it
takes on even greater importance in our lives.
Not Money or Things
While we might like to believe we have unlimited freedom in today’s society, if you look at your life, you will
see that that is not quite the case. We have to make compromises every day. We have to make enough money to
support ourselves and our families. We have to live where
there are sufficient jobs. We have to live in houses that
look like all the others. We systematically sell pieces of
our freedom so that we may live.
That said, we also need to consider the possibility of
buying back some of that freedom every day. Saving
money, under-consuming and focusing on those things
that are truly important to us can take back moments of
freedom that money alone cannot buy. Sometimes we
even have to sacrifice money and possessions to regain
large chunks of freedom that our friends and neighbors
only dream about.
The Freedom To . . .
So, what are these moments of freedom? I will use a
few examples from my own life. Over that last 10 years,
both my wife and I have “sacrificed” a more “normal”
lifestyle in order to achieve a large degree of personal
freedom. Sure, we have to work. We have to make
money. We have to pay our pills, but we do this more as
necessity rather than a focus of our lives. We have given
up the stability, prestige and monetary benefits of corporate jobs, but we have gained much more. We gained the
freedom to be available to pick up our son each day at
school. Since we establish our own work schedules, we
can decide to go to the beach on a Wednesday when it’s
less crowded and work on Saturday. To a large degree,
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we can choose for whom we work and the work that we
do. Each hour I spend working yields even more hours of
freedom.
We also gain the freedom to be able to work wherever
we might be. Sure, my computer consulting business
mainly ties me to the city, but I often support clients who
travel all over the country. I am also confident that, if necessary or desired, I could reestablish my business in any
city of significant size. I have the freedom to work for one
person, one company or many, which keeps me from
depending on any one source for my income.
Too often, people give lip service to the concept of a
balanced career. They complain that they want more time
with their family, but they aren’t prepared to give up the
100-inch plasma TV in order to have that time. They feel
trapped in their jobs because they have so overextended
their income in buying the trappings of a good life. They
have to go to work; otherwise, what little outside life they
have will falter.
It doesn’t have to be that way. If you want to have
more time with your family, then you have to work fewer
hours, not more. Working more hours, to make more
money, actually reduces your free time. Instead, you need
to decide to spend less, so you can work fewer hours, and
then spend that time with your family. You need to buy
freedom, not things.
You cannot buy freedom with money, no matter how
hard you work. You can only buy freedom by reducing
the amount of money you need to make to support your
lifestyle. Once you achieve this, your time with family,
the time to explore your interests and the time to live the
life you wish will arrive. Remember, you are not simply
getting a paycheck each week for your labors. You are
buying your freedom.
❏
Douglas E. Welch is a writer and computer consultant
in Los Angeles. Career Opportunities is also available as
a podcast (welchwrite.com/career) and is a member of
Friends In Tech (friendsintech.com).

Our Readers
Are Your Next Employees
ComputorEdge readers are among the best educated, most highly skilled
professionals in the industry. When they’re looking for a career change, the
first place they turn is to the Career Opportunities Listings in ComputorEdge.
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Contact Grace in the Career
Opportunities Department

858/573-0315
COMPUTOREDGE

PRODUCT INDEX
Computer Sales & Service
Chips and Memory.Com
Micro PC Outlet
PC Club
Data Recovery
ADS Data Recovery Experts
CBL Data Recovery Technologies
HDO Data Recovery Service
San Diego Data Recovery/Computers
SDCom.com/1USRecovery.com
Disk Duplication
Affordable Duplication Services
IBM & Compatible Products
Best Deal Computer
COMP1

Computer Depot Warehouse
Superstore
CTP Computer
Micro PC Outlet
Online Datalink
PC Club
Technology Depot
Internet Services
American Internet Services
Communications World Network
Complex Drive
Mailing Services
Allstates Mailing Services
Online Computer Sales
Computer Geeks Discount Outlet
Micro PC Outlet
PC Club

Portable Computers
Laptops Plus
Repairs
Hi-Tech Computers
Laptops Plus
Micro PC Outlet
PC Club
Toner Recharging
LaserQuick
Training
National Polytechnic College
Video Accessories
Mega Comm Technologies
Web Services
NetSpigot

ADVERTISER INDEX
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Computer Services
A1 Reliable PC Services
Repairs, Upgrades, Anti-Virus/Spyware
Cable/DSL Routers, Wireless Networks
Call 619-269-9111 or 858-735-9994
Computer Circulation Center
Buy, Sell, Trade, Laptops, PCs, Repairs,
Upgrades, Virus and Spyware Removal.
24-48 Hours Turnaround—858-573-0411
DataGuys, Inc.
The Personal Service You Should Expect!
2 Openings for Small Biz/Corp. Clients
Full-Service, On-Call, 24/7 Support
We Can be at Your Site Within The Hour
Secure Hosting/Database Development
Complete Computer Repair/Data Recovery
Free Corp. Consultation/Offer Code: DG2
Call 619-606-6406
GizmoTek Consulting
PC/Network Services for Sm Biz/Home.
Install, Upgrade, Fix. Onsite Service.
Paul 619-216-2580
Supertek Computer Service
Sales, Service, Upgrades and Networks
Installation, Setup, Friendly Service
800-633-9499—www.supertek.net

Consulting
Home2Office, Inc.
2003 San Diego Better Business Bureau
Torch Award Winner! Free Network Needs
Analysis (Companies 15-100 Workstations)
Microsoft/CITRIX, Cisco, Apple Certified!
Expert Troubleshooting, Security, VPN,
Spam Solutions. WAN/LAN/Wi-Fi
858-576-1426 or 800-800-9H2O
www.home2office.com
Software Blueprint IT Consulting
Get IT Done Right the First Time!
Solid Dependable Network IT Service
www.SoftwareBlueprint.com—800-840-2499

Data Recovery
# 1 AAA San Diego Data Recovery
Laptop and Desktop Repair-24 Hour Average
Turnaround. Emergency Service Available
Manufacturer Authorized and Licensed
Reseller. We Fix All Problems: Blue
Screens Freezing, Slow. Dell, HP, Compaq,
Gateway, Toshiba, Sony, Fujitsu, IBM Etc.
Customers Must Be Satisfied!
858-538-1029—619-977-7340
#1 Data Recovery Service
Best Prices, Service and Results.
Please Visit www.24hrdatarecovery.com
Call 619-696-1370/Toll Free 888-744-8808
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1 A Advanced Data Solutions
A Recognized Worldwide Trusted Leader
Recomended by Major Corporations
San Diego’s #1 Data Recovery Experts
1. Over 20 Years Hands-On Experience
2. Free Evaluations, No Data - No Charge
3. Professionally Trained and Certified
4. Cutting Edge High Tech. Skills/Equip
5. All Failures, Media, and OS Supported
6. RAIDS/Network Servers/NAS/Workstation
7. Certified Class 100 Clean-Room
8. All Work Done In-House, No Middle Man
9. Best Price/Results, Fastest Turnaround
10. Accurate, Friendly, Confidential, Svc
11. Gov, Corp., Co., School PO’s Accepted
12. Aqui Hablamos Su Idioma
13. 24Hr Emergency Svc. Pick-Up/Delivery
www.adv-data.com 24Hrs/7 day 619-336-1400
1US Recovery/SDCom.com
Professional Data Recovery Services
On All Operating Systems and Media.
Free Diagnostic. See Our Ad. Toll Free
1-US-Recovery—www.1usrecovery.com
CBL Data Recovery Technologies, Inc.
Manager Doug Owens
San Diego 619-449-1200
www.cbltech.com—1-800-551-3917
HDO Data Recovery Service
Competent, Professional Care Since 1987
Hard Disks, Floppy, Jazz, Zip, Syquest, Etc.
Free Diagnostic, See Ad—858-455-0277

Disk Duplication
Affordable Duplication Service
Highest Quality CD/DVD Duplication
Full-Color Direct-to-Disc Printing
Custom Media, Jewel Cases, Inserts,
Booklets, Fast Turnaround—Satisfaction
Guaranteed. CD/DVD Duplicators for Sale
or Rental. Please See Our Display Ad and
Web Site. www.affordable-duplication.com
619-462-0702
Golden Gate Software
CD Duplication — No Minimum
Low Prices — Quality Service
www.ggsft.com—858-274-5938

Macintosh Specialist
Macsimizers
On-Site Service for Home and Small
Office Needs. Serving SD County Since
1988. Richard Parcel—619-465-6499

Networking
JNet Services
Network Services for SMBs
Microsoft Certified, Member BBB
Windows 2000/2003, SBS 2000/2003
760-271-6528—www.jnetservices.com
www.computoredge.com

North County Technology Group
San Diego County’s First Certified
Microsoft Small Business Specialist
www.nctg.com—760-734-4315
QuietStone Computing Solutions
Specializing in Computer Networks,
Wireless Systems and Data Recovery.
PC Repiar, Virus and Spyware removal.
visit www.quietstone.com—619-992-7737

Programming
Golden Gate Software
Quality Work Using MS Technologies
VB.NET, Access DB, ASP.NET, SQL Server
CD Duplication. ggsft.com—858-274-5938

Repair
A Unique HP-Authorized Tech!
Sales/Service-All Printers/Plotters/PC/
Laptops/Data Recovery/Flat Rate Labor/
Free Cleaning. Toner Cartridges/Supplies.
A+ Certified Techs 24/7—858-560-4100
AAA Emergency PC Repair
Off Hours/Weekends/Holidays Immediate Svc
Temp or Perm Repairs On-Site/In Shop.
Pickup/Delivery Available—619-889-9674
Chips and Memory
PC Repair and Upgrade
$25 Diagnostics
858-279-2447
LaserQuick
Free Phone Estimates/1-Day Repair Service
Low-Cost Flat-Rate Labor (Free Cleaning)
619-441-5020—Toll Free 877-354-2045
MPCR (Mobile Portable Computer Repair)
On-Site Notebook/Desktop Computer Repair
A+, Toshiba, Compaq Certified Technician
760-434-8899 or www.mobilepcr.com

Web Developers
AAI Web Graphics & E-Commerce
Solutions
Our Prices and Completion Time Will Amaze
You! Top Quality Guaranteed. Free Consult
760-438-3030 www.VisualArtsGroup.net

Web Services
NetSpigot
Is Your Web Site Working For You?
We Provide The Client/Customer Interaction
That Your Business Needs Without The Hassle
of Installing Programs or Any Programming.
www.netspigot.com—858-573-0315
COMPUTOREDGE

