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’ve started putting together the Vista machine. I’ve waited long
enough to start playing with Microsoft’s latest operating system.
Eventually, even laggers like me need to take the plunge. It all
seemed fairly straightforward. I purchased two gigabytes of memory and a new, 300GB hard drive. I purchased a copy of Windows
Vista and was ready to install.
(I’ve just experienced another reason for working on a laptop computer. Just a few minutes ago, I was happily working away on this
column, when the power went out. I realized the loss only because
my office lights went out. My laptop was chugging away, oblivious
to the fact the rest of the world—at least in the immediate vicinity—had gone black. All the stand-alone desktops in the office went
down, but my laptop kept on going. Every portable computer has
its own built-in uninterruptible power supply.)
My plan was to use this machine to vet all the programs that I
knew I needed to run under Vista before converting any other computers. In previous columns, I stated that I was hesitant to upgrade
computers to Vista because of possible problems with older hardware, software and drivers. I still stand by that approach—at least
until it’s confirmed that everything will work. My experience with
this computer has reaffirmed my concerns.
My son had given me the computer system that I was upgrading. It
was a box with a motherboard and a DVD drive. There was no
memory or hard drive—the two components that no computer can
live without. There was a video connection built into the motherboard. (Of course, the special video board that my son used had
been moved to his new machine. Gamer video setups are so hot
that they require on-board cooling systems similar to the fan and
radiator you’ll find in your car.) I installed the missing pieces and
proceeded to install Windows Vista. All went well—until the install
program asked for the drivers for the DVD drive. Neither Vista nor
I had the appropriate drivers.
I spent the next couple of hours searching the Web for the
appropriate drivers. Apparently, some companies will remove the
downloads for drivers for equipment that they no longer support. I
couldn’t find the drivers, and although Vista was reading the install
program from the DVD drive, it wouldn’t let me continue without
that particular DVD driver. The easiest solution—and probably the
cheapest, considering how much time I had wasted looking for
drivers—was to buy a new drive. No drivers needed! Once I put in
the new drive, everything flew.
The look and feel of Vista is eerily similar to XP—although just different enough to make it a bit of work to find things. I’ve only
started to explore the operating system, and will keep you up-todate on any out-of-body experiences I may have. All in all, my initial reaction is positive. All the critical programs and compilers I
needed to work did work. I had no problems getting on the Internet
and networks.
I’ve only started, but I have enough confidence in this operating
system to get a Vista laptop. Although, I’m thinking that maybe my
next laptop should be a Mac.
Jack Dunning, Publisher
celetters@computoredge.com

4 November 9, 2007

www.computoredge.com

SAN

DIEGO’S

COMPUTER

MAGAZINE

Publisher Jack Dunning
Financial Operations Marilyn Mohr
Operations Director Norrel T. Pugay
Editor Patricia Smith
Technical/Online Editor Gretchen Grunburg
Reviews Editor Charles Carr
Contributing Editors James Alguire
June Campbell
Roy Davis
Kirk Kirksey
Lucas Roebuck
Michael J. Ross
Jim Trageser
Douglas E. Welch
Account Executive Grace Tec
Art Director Eeka Cano
Graphic Artists Bob Caldwell
Theresa Green
Webmaster Norrel T. Pugay

Advertising
All advertising in ComputorEdge® is subject to
current rate card. ComputorEdge reserves the right
to not accept an advertiser’s order. Only publication
of an advertisement shall constitute final acceptance
of the order.

San Diego Deadlines
Display advertisements must be received by 5 p.m.
the Monday prior to publication. Submissions for
Classifieds, Directory of Services, Help Wanted,
User Groups, and Web Listings must be received
by 4:30 p.m. the Friday prior to publication.
ComputorEdge reserves the right to reject, edit, or
cancel the publication of any listing submitted.

Mailing Address
ComputorEdge Magazine
P.O. Box 83086, San Diego, CA 92138
(858) 573-0315

ComputorEdge® Online
www.computoredge.com
COMPUTOREDGE

Cygwin Disagreement

■ [This letter is in regard to
James Hartnett’s October 5
Linux Link column, “Cygwin: The Perfect Setup.”]
I have to disagree with a
few points [made by the
author]. In my opinion,
Linux software installation
is much easier than it is on
Windows. Case in point:
Kubuntu 07.04. Click on the
K button, then Add/Remove
Programs. You’re presented
with a menu, broken into 13
categories. Select as many
programs as you want, click
on Apply Changes, and
after a few minutes, they are
all installed and present in
the menu.
No selection of installation paths, no questions
about menu groups, etc.
Much less confusing for a
novice. By my count, there
are more than 1,000 programs that can be installed
this way. If you need more,
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there are over 20,000 available with the Adept package
manager, which is only
slightly harder to use.
Second point: While I
love Cygwin, and have used
it for years, I’ve found its
installation process rather
confusing. This would not

Windows kernel to run your
program.
So, while I think the idea
of presenting Cygwin is a
good idea, I disagree with
the specifics of how it is
represented and some statements made along the way.
Other than that, I thoroughly
enjoyed reading the column.
Andy Van Pelt

Google Does IM

be the example of an easy
install [that I would choose].
Third point: Characterizing Cygwin as a “complete
port of UNIX/Linux to the
Windows platform” is misleading. It ports the UNIX
Application Programming
Interface (API) to the Windows platform. However,
the Linux kernel is not ported; you’re still using the

■ I’d like to correct some
incorrect statements made
by Jim Trageser in the
October 5, 2007, Hot On
the Web column, “Google
Does IM.”
In the article, Jim claims,
“Google Talk uses a proprietary protocol—meaning
that if you use Google Talk,
you can’t chat with friends
on AIM or Yahoo!” Google,
in fact, uses an open protocol named Extensible Messaging and Presence Protocol, or XMPP (code.google

www.computoredge.com

.com/apis/talk/open_com
munications.html#what).
Microsoft, Yahoo!, and
AOL, on the other hand,
have developed closed, proprietary protocols. Google
Talk clients cannot communicate with AIM or Yahoo!
because they developed
closed protocols.
Second, Jim states that,
“Only people with Google
accounts have Google Talk
accounts.” While that may
be true, you don’t have to
have a Google account to
chat with someone on
Google Talk. [Google states
that,] “Google Talk network
supports open interoperability . . . a user on one service
can communicate with users
on another service without
needing to sign up for, or
sign in with, each service”
(code.google.com/apis/tal/
open_communications
.html#service_1).
Sergio Valenzuela

❏
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into a box of new electronics goodies is important. In
the excitement of having a
new toy, I often forget
about the accessories, and
they disappear into the pile
on my desk.
A few seconds spent
marking the charger will
pay off later, when I’m
fishing it out of the pile, or
from the bottom of my
travel backpack. Thanks!
Digital Dave

DIGITAL

DAVE
Dear Digital Dave,
All my chargers (a.k.a.
“wall warts”) are marked
with the name of the
matched equipment, and
also with the voltage, e.g.,
“12VDC,” etc. For marking, I use one of the whiteout pens available in
office stores.
The pens have a nib
that makes writing easy,
and the marking fluid
inside is both durable and
bright. Most of all, the pen
is a convenient package
for holding the marking
fluid, and is easily transportable.
Don Mitchell
Dear Don,
Having that whiteout
pen handy when you tear

Dear Digital Dave,
I keep my PC (not the
monitor) running without
interruption as long as
possible, on the theory that
the start-up surge contributes more to shortening the
“mean time before failure”
(MTBF) than many minutes (or hours) of uninterrupted running.
The tech at work tells
me I am wrong. I use my
PC two or three times
daily, for perhaps 20 minutes on average each
time. What do you think?
John Herz
Dear John,
You sort of hit the nail
on the head. Turning the
power on (off doesn’t hurt
so much) stresses your
computer circuits and contributes to their degradation and eventual failure.
On the other hand, continuous operation builds up

Digital Dave’s Tip
I

’m always copying and pasting links. Sometimes I find
a Web page with useful engineering information that I
want to pass on to my guys at work. Sometimes it’s a
tasty sounding recipe I want to send to my wife.
Sometimes it’s just to reorganize a list of e-mail recipients, so I can reply to the right people. I’m sure you have
many occasions to copy links, too.
The problem is that, in many applications, when you
point to a link, it activates the little hand with the pointing
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heat, and heat also
degrades circuit performance and can kill your
computer.
So, how does this tradeoff of switch-it-off vs.
leave-it-running work? It
used to be a lot simpler,
especially for full-size
computers, because they
were either off or on.
Modern machines, even
the big ones, have learned
about energy management
from laptop computers. The
CPU doesn’t have to be
running at multi-gigahertz
speeds while it sits there
waiting for a keystroke or
mouse click. Throttling
back the system clock saves
power, and circuits can
even be put to sleep for yet
more power savings.
So, now we have to
compare turning off vs.
leaving on vs. a whole
laundry list of power-savings modes. In fact, the
“off” mode of most computers is really a deep sleep
mode, where the power
supply is still keeping
some circuits alive.
If you don’t believe me,
check out the green glowing LED on your motherboard after you press the
power button on the front
to shut down. The computer is truly “off” only when
you use the power switch
on the rear of the cabinet to
cut the power completely.
Getting back to your

specific question, I would
power down your computer when you are done with
it for the night. Leaving it
running all night doesn’t
make sense at all in these
energy-challenged times,
and for subjecting your
computer’s innards to all
that heat.
Another factor here is
that the part of your computer that takes a beating
on power-up is the power
supply. Power supplies in
ATX cases are relatively
inexpensive and easily
replaced. I wouldn’t be so
scared of the MTBF factor.
During the day, when the
downtime is shorter and
you probably want your
computer to be available
more quickly, you can set
your power-savings mode
to drastically increase energy savings, reduce heat,
and still be up and running
in a few seconds.
I would apply the same
logic to your monitor. Get
rid of the screen saver and
let the power-savings mode
of the monitor switch it off
if you haven’t used the
keyboard or mouse for
several minutes.
If you are still using a
CRT monitor, and don’t
want to wait for your
monitor to warm up, you
should think about picking
up an LCD flat-panel monitor. The prices have
(continued on page 12)

finger in preparation to follow the link. I just want to
copy the text of the link, not follow it.
If you try to highlight the link text by sweeping the
mouse cursor from left to right (the usual direction for
most people), the little hand takes over before you can get
the whole link selected. The trick is to start off to the right
of the text and highlight by moving the cursor to the left.
Sometimes you have to start off to the right and end
up with an extra space or carriage return included in
your copied text. You’ll have to delete these extra characters after you paste it, but at least you have that
opportunity.
❏
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DAVE
(continued from page 10)

dropped, and the price of
electricity keeps going up.
Digital Dave
Dear Digital Dave,
In an ongoing discussion in your column, you
and several readers have
suggested alternatives to
QuickTime. Personally, I
question the need for an
alternative to QuickTime.
Just as with the “alternatives,” when you install
the real QuickTime, it also
asks you about which file
associations you want the
program to make.
You can easily opt out of
the ones that are not spe-

cifically made for QuickTime, as I have done. Thus,
no file association foulups, and no need, as far as
I know, for an alternative
to QuickTime.
Am I missing something? Please let me
know. Thank you so much!
Randy
Dear Randy,
If you have the foreknowledge to opt out of the
many file associations
QuickTime tries to grab,
then, as you say, it relieves
a lot of the problem. However, most of us, including
me, had no idea QuickTime would go after just
about every media file on
my computer.
It especially galled me

that simple files, such as a
JPEG photo, would now
require that QuickTime be
loaded and started up
before I could see it. Windows has all the viewers I
need built in, so using
QuickTime needlessly
slows down my computer.
Another reason is that
QuickTime is a pig. It’s
more than 70MB and slow
to load, where the alternative is only 15MB and
much faster. The alternative sticks to playing the
QuickTime video files, and
leaves out all the rest of the
junk that is just a duplication of capabilities my
computer already has.
The last reason is that
QuickTime drives my wife
crazy with requests for

updates. The QuickTime
video decoder itself is OK,
but the QuickTime application that Apple offers for
the PC is really a Trojan
horse that uses the QuickTime decoder as a foothold
to try to load all sorts of
other Apple software on
your PC.
Apple should stick to
making Apple computers
and software better, and not
mess with PCs. The company just isn’t an expert in
that area, and I see many
instabilities introduced
when QuickTime is installed. It’s difficult to pin
down an exact cause and
effect, but my PCs seem to
be happier and a little faster
without QuickTime.
Digital Dave

❏

DIGITAL DAVE de•fines:
Artistic Measures

ANIBOOM: Learning to draw simple illustrations is cool, but animating them is a blast! Here
is a Web site where you can use your budding
computer artistic skills to produce your own animated cartoon. AniBoom (www.aniboom.com/
Animachines) enables you to create short cartoon
clips online, without downloading any software.
You get a screen with drawing tools to produce a
simple or complex image. Shapes can be grouped
together to produce a complex, on-screen object.
Once you get your first frame drawn, you can
copy it to a second frame and make the small
changes that would result from motion from one
frame to the next. Continue adding new frames
with small changes, and finally, you can click the
Play button and see your animation in action.
This painstakingly detailed effort with simple
shapes makes you appreciate how much work
went into the dancing baby!
DRAWN!: The Drawn! (www.drawn.ca) Web
site is an art blog that will keep you entertained
for a long time. It’s got lots of historical references, how-to instructions and, of course, advertising for everything even remotely associated
with art. Some of the material on this site might
be a bit rough for young artists, but those looking
for the edges of the art world will find it here.
This is not about oil painting by the masters; it’s
about drawing and illustration as an everyday,
ongoing interest. Drawings and illustrations have
been used by advertising companies, political
parties and activists to change our buying patterns, steer our votes, and rile up support for
12 November 9, 2007

causes. Drawn! covers art used for these purposes and more.
E-INK: The ideal method for artists to enter their
drawings into a computer is something that emulates the traditional pen-and-ink feel. Most computer drawing pads fall short of this ideal. Until
recently, computer drawing pads worked in the
blind. You drew on a blank pad, and watched
your drawing appear on the monitor screen. That
doesn’t work well for hand-eye coordination, so
many artists resorted to drawing on paper and
then scanning their art into their computer. A few
computer drawing pads have been designed using
an LCD panel for immediate visual feedback, but
the pressure of the pen on the LCD panel distorts
the image, and can even permanently damage the
screen. If the glass is made thick enough to resist
the pressure, the pen point and the image don’t
line up at a natural drawing position. E-ink is a
new invention that uses tiny capsules filled with
clear fluid and electrically charged white and
black pigment chips. The drawing is started with
the white chips on the surface. The point of the
drawing stylus (the pen-like drawing device) is
charged so that it brings the black chips to the
top. This E-ink-based drawing pad brings the
computer drawing pad closer to the look and feel
of paper. There’s feedback in the form of friction,
and the high-contrast surface is easy on the eyes.
HOW TO DRAW A HEAD: Making your
drawings of people look realistic, or at least more
professional, is not easy. All those hours in grade
school clutching a crayon didn’t do much for my
artistic skills for faces. The How to Draw a Head
Web page (media.academyart.edu/freeclass/
www.computoredge.com

index.html) has a bunch of good insight into how
to improve your face-drawing skills. It starts out
with the real basics, such as selecting the right
pencil for the job. The section on proportions is
especially helpful, with simple methods of dividing up the spaces of the face to get the eyes, nose
and mouth in the right places—not like the eyesin-the-middle-of-the-forehead drawings we start
out with.
PAINT BUCKET: Remember when you were
in kindergarten, and the major criteria for grading your drawings was keeping your crayons
inside the lines? Just like our memorization of
multiplication and division tables has been
replaced by cheap calculators, coloring inside the
lines has been replaced by the Paint Bucket tool
in your image-editing software. You pick a color,
similar to snatching the red crayon before your
brother grabs it out of the box, and point the
Paint Bucket tool at the inside of a shape defined
by some lines, and click. The Paint Bucket tool
finds the edges defined by the lines, and fills
everything inside with your chosen color. Two
things can get you. One is a break in the line that
defines the shape. This break may let the paint
leak out, and you end up with most of your
screen filled with your color. It’s best to check
your shape for a closed edge before dumping
your paint. The other is the sensitivity setting of
the Paint Bucket tool. If the line has a nice, clean
edge, you won’t have a problem. If the line was
scanned from a hand drawing, it might have pixels that are colored halfway between the background and the ink colors, leaving a sloppy edge
around the interior color.
❏
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Drawing Resources Online
By Michael J. Ross

D

uring the ancient era of B.I.
(Before Internet), if you wanted
to learn how to draw or paint artistically, and you did not have the innate
skills and financial backing to attend
a prestigious art school, there were a
limited number of options available
to you: attending courses at a local
community college, following the
lessons in a drawing book, or studying under a talented artist. (If you
were really gullible, you could
respond to one of those magazine
ads, circa 1970s, from the Art
Instruction Schools, asking you to
draw a turtle, a fawn, or a pirate, to
qualify for one of their art correspondence courses.)
Each one of these approaches has
its advantages and disadvantages. Inperson instruction at a local school
can provide immediate feedback and
tremendous motivation, but does
require time for commuting to the
campus and patiently waiting while
the instructor assists other students.
Books on drawing can distill much
of the knowledge of a master/author,
but provide no interactive feedback
or individualized guidance. The odds
of fortuitously finding a skilled artist
to teach you personally are likely
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rather slim.
But hold off on tracing Tippy the
Turtle! All is not lost. As you would
suspect in this new era, the Internet
offers a wealth of resources for the
budding artist, regardless of which
medium would be preferred—pencil,
pen and ink, charcoal, acrylics,
watercolor, etc. Admittedly, some of
the Web sites of the distance-learning
schools simply try to sell you instruction provided via snail mail, but there
are much more modern alternatives.
Popular, but Populated
With Pop-Ups
As with so many other fields of
human interest, drawing and painting
have attracted people willing to
devote the time and effort to create
instructional Web sites, provided to
the public at no financial cost. There
are other art-instruction sites that use
online advertising.
If you do a search for online art
schools, one of the first you will
encounter is The Original ArtSchool
OnLine (www.angelfire.com/ar/
rogerart), run by Roger Elliott, a professional artist with more than three
decades of experience. He offers five
series of lessons on: digital art, porwww.computoredge.com

traits, ships, perspective, and color
theory. Within each series, there are
multiple lessons, with most of them
consisting of an introduction, explanations of theory, illustrative diagrams, and exercises for the reader.
Elliott freely shares with visitors
his knowledge of art theory and technique, as well as his enthusiasm for
artistic expression, regardless of your
level of proficiency. Unfortunately,
his Web site is embarrassingly ugly,
which is ironic given that he is teaching color theory and other elements
of aesthetic beauty. Also, the site is
hosted by Angelfire, and thus displays ads and pop-ups, which will be
distracting for any site visitors who
still use Internet Explorer and not
Firefox (www.firefox.com), which
can block those distractions.
Apparently as a result of the popularity of his lessons, and his lack of
funds for getting a proper Web host,
he has split the lessons across two
free hosting services, with his
ArtSchool #2 located at a link that
does not even work, as of this writing. This well illustrates how “free”
Web hosting services should be
avoided. Nowadays, there is no
(continued on page 16)
COMPUTOREDGE

excuse for anyone not to use
professional Web hosting, given how
the costs have declined tremendously, e.g., 500 gigabytes for less than 20
cents per day (www.ross.ws/hosting).
Not Drawing on Your Dollars
There are many other free art and
drawing Web sites that you can
explore and whose lessons you can
follow. In fact, by utilizing as many
such sites as time and energy permit,
you would not only receive a considerable amount of instruction delivered conveniently to your home “studio” (i.e., the dining room table), but
you would gain the perspective of
multiple artistic instructors, and probably learn something unique from
each one of them.
Anyone just getting started with
drawing should begin with Web sites
that teach the basics. An excellent site
is Learn-to-draw.com (www.learnto-draw.com), which is divided into
three sections: drawing basics, people, and caricatures. The first section
covers materials, lines, tracing, shape,
space, measurement, perspective, and
much more. The other two sections
are equally replete with multiple
lessons, with plenty of explanation

MCT
Laptop and Desktop
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Well-known name brands like:

Other Resources
If you find that you have a real talent for drawing or painting, and you
would like to pursue it further with
more formal training—perhaps even
leading to a degree in art—consider
the following online schools: Academy of Art University (http://online
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(continued from page 14)

for each topic discussed. As a bonus,
the site is a snap to navigate.
But even children may find that
site’s elementary material to be too
advanced. In that case, they could
start with “How to draw free
lessons” (www.ababasoft.com/
how_to_draw), which is geared
toward children. Even more rudimentary is Draw and Color With
Uncle Fred (www.unclefred.com),
which demonstrates, step by step,
how to create simple, cartoon-style
sketches.
Once you have mastered the
basics, you still won’t be at a loss for
free online instruction. Just a sampling of some of the most promising
sites that include intermediate and
advanced lessons: Drawspace.com
(www.drawspace.com), Free Drawing and Sketching Lessons (www
.creativespotlite.com/drawinglessons.htm), and, for the painter,
Interactive Art School (www.inter
activeartschool.com/free-artlessons.html).

Sudoku

Resources

.acade myart.edu), The Art Institute
Online (www.aionline .edu), American InterContinental University
Online (www.aiuonline.edu), and
Westwood College (www.westwood
online.edu).
Once you have developed your
superlative sketching skills, and you
would like to share your work with
anyone with access to the Internet,
there are countless venues for doing
so. To name just one category, there
are blogs devoted to illustrators,
artists, and cartoonists. For instance,
Drawn! (www.drawn.ca) is a collaborative blog designed for people
who enjoy drawing, and is a place
where artists of all levels can share
their work with others, as well as
resources that they have discovered.
Provided that you have enough
material to form an online collection
worthy of people’s attention, you can
always create your own dedicated art
site, or have a Web developer create
one for you. The drawings that you
create, and how you share them with
others, are limited only by your
imagination.
Any of these resources should
serve you well—at least better than
what probably innumerable American children have done through the
decades: drawing a pirate, mailing it
in, and never hearing back. I speak
from experience.
❏
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Le Galerie Virtuelle:
The Growth of the
Online Art Gallery
By Stace Johnson

T

he seeds of revolution often start
small and grow rapidly. Such is
the case with the revolution in the
world of contemporary visual art.
Thanks to the lowly HTML tag, artists
who used to struggle to get into local
art galleries now have a way to showcase their work worldwide—without
having to pay expensive gallery fees
or waste time hobnobbing with the
“Who’s Who” in the local art scene. In
addition, that same showcase medium
can be leveraged as a sales and distribution channel, reducing costs for the
artist and widening his or her potential
customer base.
Of course, viewing an oil painting
online is no better than looking at a
picture in an art survey book: The
viewer gets little sense of the size or
scope of the piece, and the presentation of colors in pixels is far less
appealing than being in the presence
of the actual work. But online presentation does give a viewer a sense of
the artist’s style and themes, and that’s
critical to the way in which emerging
visual artists can attract a following.

together with others in online galleries
that showcase a wide variety of work,
relying on the Web site owner to draw
in visitors. Some such cooperative
galleries are Gallery Today.com
(www.gallerytoday.com), Artabus
(www.artabus.com), and Artmajeur
(www.artmajeur.com). These galleries
do a good job of presenting the artists’
works, while at the same time providing a distribution channel to potential
buyers.

Self-Promotion and Distribution
Other artists choose to present
their work in a custom environment
online, in a sense, shining a spotlight
on their own works and representing
themselves to the world.
There are several advantages to
hosting a custom gallery. First, the
artist has complete control over the
presentation of each piece, including
background colors, image size, and
scan resolution. Second, an artist
hosting his or her own work is not
restricted by content guidelines, as
may be the case with some online
galleries. Finally, when an artist has a
potential buyer, there is no middleGroup Galleries
Some artists choose to gather man. The artist deals directly with the
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CD/DVD Duplication

Notebook/Monitor/Computer/Printer Repair

Hours:
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One-Man Shows
Not everyone aspires to the financial success that Keck enjoys, though.
Some artists simply want their work
to be seen, or to create an emotional
response in a viewer. Such artists are
not opposed to the idea of selling their
work, but the sale is secondary to the
presentation. For these artists, the
egalitarian nature of the World Wide
Web is most appealing.
One example of the solo presentation model is found in the work of
multitalented writer and artist Steve
Rasnic Tem (www.m-s-tem.com). On
the Web site he shares with his wife,
author Melanie Tem, he has set aside
a gallery of his visual art, complete
with composition details, sizes of the
original pieces, and show appearances where appropriate.
There is also a section of his
gallery featuring illustrations he has
created for some of his books. With

✂

✂

buyer, rather than having correspondence channeled through a thirdparty hosting company.
In going independent of the galleries, a number of artists have found
great success with their work. For
example, Michel Leah Keck, a.k.a.
The Raw Artist, has sold more than
1,000 original works on eBay. By
using her Web site (www.theraw
artist.com) to promote her work, and
eBay as a distribution mechanism,
she earns as much as $20,000 per
month, according her own press
release.

MEMBER
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Virtuelle

the Ultra-Renaissance is a lively
movement.
(continued from page 17)
Wrathell is the lynchpin of the
movement, and the site definitely
hundreds of short stories published, bears his signature. Various works of
several books, and numerous writing art, from quirky Plutonian portraits to
awards under his belt, Tem is in the political satire, combine to form a
unique position of being able to offer distinct signature for the movement.
his artwork to an audience that Specific pieces that are particularly
already knows and likes his writing.
And, like his writing, the images in
The key is that
his gallery—particularly “The Sepaall of these paths, though
ration” and “Lost Boy —speak to the
divergent, have worldwide
simple pain and fears that people face
availability to art aficionados
daily.
of all stripes.
Other artists, such as Detroit’s
Mike Wrathell, use the Internet as not
only a gallery, but as a launching compelling are “Context,” in the Iraq
platform for an entire art movement. War Art 2004 section, and the
Ultra-Renaissance (www.ultra- Warhol-influenced “Thought Police
renaissance.com) is the art move- Tribunal” on the main page, the origiment founded by Wrathell and his nal of which hangs in the Bouche Bar
friends. With its own manifesto, in New York City.
examples of collaborative art (called
Many Choices
“shangs”), and original media rangPerhaps the most compelling
ing from pink telephone message
pads to Microsoft Paint digital files, thing illustrated by these different

approaches to online art galleries is
that modern visual artists have more
choices than ever before about how
and where their work appears. They
can choose to display their art with
other artists, go it alone as solo
practitioners, or even start their own
art movements. They can display
their art for the sake of the work
itself, or they can work hard on the
self-promotion aspect and make a
living from their work, as they see
fit.
The key is that all of these paths,
though divergent, have worldwide
availability to art aficionados of all
stripes. Though getting a one-man
show in a New York gallery may still
be triumph in the art world, finding
the way there is now easier than ever
before.
❏
Stace Johnson is a SysAdmin,
writer, and musician in Colorado.
Information about Stace and his
writing is available on his Web site
(www.lytspeed.com).
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Getting to Work with iWork
By Lucas Roebuck

A

fter letting its legacy productivity suite, AppleWorks, rot on the
tree, in a manner of speaking (officially canceled a few months ago),
Apple has slowly been developing
iWork, its next-generation collection
of business-productivity applications.
Earlier this year, Apple released its
third major revision to the suite:
iWork ’08 (www.apple.com/iwork).
The fact that iWork nearly mirrors
the application functions in Microsoft
Office is not a coincidence.
Apple’s strategy with iWork
appears to have the product compete
for the office suite dollars of Mac
users currently using the Mac version
of Microsoft Office—a relatively
small market. More importantly,
Apple is likely building iWork to
have an application safety net, should
Microsoft decide to cancel its Mac
version of Office.
One of the reasons Apple developed the Safari Web browser was to
hedge against Microsoft canceling
Internet Explorer for Mac. As sure as
the Blue Screen of Death curses you
at the most inopportune times,
Microsoft did pull the plug on Internet Explorer for Mac (no major
updates since 2000, and apparently it
can no longer be downloaded as of
January of last year).
Let’s say Microsoft was becoming
a little scared about recent spikes in
the Mac OS market share and decided
to put a wet towel on Apple’s success
by, say, killing the most popular office
suite on the Mac? The availability of
a robust iWork suite gives Mac users
a place to land, because no matter
how easy to use Mac OS X is, few
people want a computer for which
they can’t purchase a major, commer-
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cially supported office suite. iWork is
sort of an insurance policy that
Apple’s Mac platform will always
have a decent productivity suite.
(Not that Microsoft is showing
signs of pulling Office for the Mac
off the shelf. A new version of Office
for Mac is scheduled to ship early in
2008.)
The new iWork has three major
applications: Keynote, a presentation
slide application; Pages, a word processing and basic pagination program; and Numbers, a media-savvy
spreadsheet application.
Keynote
Keynote is the oldest iWork application, and definitely the most mature
of the trio. Designed to show up
Microsoft PowerPoint in ease of use
and style, Keynote was originally
developed by Apple specifically for
Apple CEO Steve Jobs, who used
pre-release versions of the program
to give his famous Macworld keynote presentations.
The new version of Keynote has
several upgrade-worthy features for
users of previous versions. As with
the last Keynote update, Apple has
added some snazzy new effects that
are a refreshing change from the
tired, banal ones we frequently see in
PowerPoint presentations. Apple has
also added A-to-B animations, instant
alpha (removing backgrounds from
imported images), and voiceover
recording capabilities.
Pages
One of the biggest complaints
about Pages, an application that competes with Microsoft’s Word and
Publisher programs, was that, while
the page-layout functions were brilliant, the word processing side of the
application was somewhat lacking.
The word processor in the new
version is beefed up considerably,
with contextual format bars, automatwww.computoredge.com

ic formatting lists, and change-tracking for documents that more than one
person works on.
On the layout side, Apple has
added 80 new templates to its lookgreat-with-no-work collection.
Numbers
New in iWork ’08 is Numbers, a
spreadsheet application that in some
ways competes with Microsoft’s
industry-standard Excel. In a basic
mode, Numbers works as you would
expect a spreadsheet to work, and
those familiar with Excel will have
no trouble adapting to Numbers.
Apple has added a slate of “Maclike” features that distinguish Numbers from Excel.
One of the most impressive concepts is the “flexible canvas,” an
incredibly intuitive workspace that
allows you to put multiple tables,
graphics and text on one worksheet.
This makes taking your data from
crunch mode to presentation format
easy. Numbers also sports a clever,
interactive print menu, beautiful 2-D
and 3-D charts (similar to those available in Keynote), and the program
can even share files with Microsoft
Office 2007.
A Viable Replacement
Apple has gone out of its way to
make it easy to share files with the
whole Microsoft Office suite, not just
Excel. In a collaborative world where
most use Office, compatibility with
Microsoft’s file formats is a musthave feature.
iWork does lack a database, such
as Microsoft Access, and an e-mail
client/personal-information manager,
such as Entourage/Exchange. Apple
still owns FileMaker Pro, the database
maker it spun off when Jobs came
back to Apple in the late ’90s. Perhaps a future version of iWork will
have a dumbed-down version of FileMaker.
❏
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Product Ratings

By Charles Carr

reviews@computoredge.com

Your “Portal”
to Great Gaming
It’s simply the best deal in gaming right now—perhaps ever. For
about $50 ($10 more for consoles),
Valve’s The Orange Box gives PC
and Xbox 360 owners (PS3 in
December) more fun than they can
shake a crowbar at (the game’s signature handheld weapon/tool). You
get full versions of Half-Life 2,
Half-Life Episodes 1 and 2, and
Team Fortress 2 (class-based, multiplayer team warfare).
As if this pot needed any sweetening, Valve throws in a stunningly
original mini-game called Portal, a
series of 3-D, get-out-of-the-room
logic puzzles. You implement a special “portal gun” that creates instant
passageways on almost any surface.
The trick is knowing where to set
them up as the rooms increase in
complexity. Regrettably, Portal has
only 19 levels, and can be played in
two or three hours. Can’t wait for the
user-created levels to start showing
up on fan sites.

Incidentally, those of you who are
already Portal fanatics will be interested to learn that the portal concept
came from another game called Narbacular Drop, which won a slew of
awards in 2006. The folks at Valve
liked the portal trick so much they
hired the entire team to come over to
Valve and create Portal using the
Half-Life 2 engine.
More info can be found on Wikipedia (en.wikipedia.org/wiki /Nar
bacular_Drop). Download the original Narbacular Drop game (for PC,
free) from Nuclear Monkey Software (www.nuclearmonkeysoft
ware.com).
Wish I had more than five globes
for this one!

A Tour of Adobe’s New
Creative Suite 3—Part 1
This year, Adobe debuted a major
upgrade to its creative suite—Creative
Suite 3 (www.adobe.com/products/
creativesuite), or CS3 for short. CS3
offers new versions of familiar standards, such as Photoshop and Illustra-

 Don’t say we didn’t warn you.
 What is that store’s return
policy?
 We’ve seen better; we’ve
seen worse.
 You’ll probably be happy
you did.
 What are you waiting for?

tor, and revamps of the software
Adobe won through its Macromedia
buyout, including Dreamweaver and
Flash. Adobe has packaged this array
of products into several different
suites—two suites for Web designers,
two design suites for graphic designers, a Production Premium suite with
video and audio applications, and a
Master Collection with everything
thrown in. I recently looked at the
CS3 Design Premium ($1,599) and
Web Premium ($1,799) suites.
Design and Web Premium both
feature new versions of Photoshop,
Illustrator, Flash, Dreamweaver, and
Acrobat. The Design suite adds
InDesign, while the Web suite
includes Fireworks and Contribute.
Both suites include an upgraded version of Adobe Bridge, a new tool
called Version Cue, and other treats.
In Part 1 of this review, I’ll explore
the suites in general. In Part 2 next
week, I’ll check out what’s new in

Tell Them You Saw It In ComputorEdge!
ComputorEdge is dedicated to bringing you quality computer information at no
charge. In order to do this, we depend on revenues from our advertisers. We encourage you to take a look at what they have to offer in products and services.
If you decide you like what you see, we would appreciate it if you would let them
know that you saw their ad in ComputorEdge. This way, they know their advertising
dollars are well spent and will continue to support this free publication.
We intend for ComputorEdge to benefit everyone in the San Diego computer
community, beginning with you, the reader. If you like it, please spread the word.
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each program.
A key benefit of CS3 is its tight
integration. You can more easily
work with the same files and objects,
passing them back and forth from
one application to another. You can
create a single project using designs
from Illustrator, images from Photoshop, and animations from Flash,
and then meld them together into a
Web page in Dreamweaver.
For example, you might want to
create a mock-up of your Web site in
Photoshop before you design it in
Dreamweaver. You can copy and
paste the graphic elements directly
into your HTML page in Dreamweaver, and then bring those graphics back into Photoshop to edit them.
You could design artwork in Illustrator, paste it into InDesign, and then
send the artwork back to Illustrator to
edit it. You can import Illustrator and
Photoshop files, with all layers intact,
into a Flash presentation. You even
have the ability to control how your
files are imported from one applica-

tion to another.
Certain programs, including Photoshop, Illustrator, and Flash, sport a
similar look and feel, with a neat,
clean interface. In previous versions,
especially Photoshop, your screen
easily became cluttered with numerous toolbars, panels, and palettes. In
CS3, you can move, resize, hide, and
dock the multiple panels and other
objects, so your screen is less crowded. You can also customize and save
your workspace layouts.
Working with your files is much
easier in CS3, thanks to the improved Adobe Bridge. The suite’s
file-management tool, Bridge helps
you organize, preview, sort, filter,
and find your files. The CS2 version
of Bridge was slow and clumsy; the
CS3 edition is faster, sleaker, and
more fun. Bridge can preview more
file types, including Flash animations and multi-page PDFs. Select a
file, and you can view it and all its
metadata—date, size, dimensions,
fonts, colors. You can assign key-

Seeking
Creative Talent?
We invite you to take a look at the Computoredge
Artist Showcase featuring artists, who have created
covers and editorial illustrations for our magazine.
You will find Illustrators, Cartoonists, Graphic
Designers, and Fine Artists with abundant talent and
a wealth of experience.
Just go to www.computoredge.com and click on
the Artist Showcase banner on the right.

words to a file by which you sort
and search for it. Finally, you can
customize the layout of your Bridge
workspace, and even save multiple
workspaces.
CS3 helps you whether you’re
creating projects for print or the Web.
With Adobe Device Central, you can
also design and test content for cell
phones, PDAs, and other mobile
devices. Another useful tool is Version Cue, which lets you collaborate
on shared files with other people.
You can check files in and out of a
shared location, add comments to
files, and track each version.
I liked the enhancements in CS3,
especially the tighter integration
and smooth workflow from one
application to another. CS3 is a big
suite with a big price tag—but for
professional designers and Web
developers, this is as good as it
gets.
1/2
Review contributed by
Lance Whitney

/$37 2363/86
-NKRE@EJC0ANRE?A0EJ?A )E?AJOA-KSANA@>U4KI>KĿ

#/""!&$+,01& 0
!QAPKPDAOP=PAKBAIANCAJ?U )=LPKLO
-HQOEOS=EREJCKQN@E=CJKOPE?BAAOKJ
=HHH=LPKLO=J@@AOGPKLO
NEJCUKQN?KILQPANPK=JU)K?=PEKJ

=HH
HP
NC6000
%-+
  
4EJ@KSO5Windows
XP
 
$484.00
SSSH=LPKLOLHQOSAOP?KI
SSSH=LPKLOQO?KI

/)0!
-0",!")+,/1"

Dell
D610
!AHH!
4EJ@KSO5Windows XP
 
$491.00

)&/"*,+1
 )&/"*,+1*"0)3!

0+1""
*$+,)&3"

HP • Apple • Brother • Canon • Dell • Epson • Konica • Kyocera • IBM • Lexmark
Minolta • NEC • Okidata • Panasonic • Ricoh • Samsung • Sharp • Texas Instruments • Xerox™

Toner • Inkjets • Ribbons • Repairs
✔ Flat-Rate, On-Site Repair
✔ FREE Phone Estimates!

Member

✔ Up to 60% off Supplies
for Printers • Fax • Copiers

✔ FREE Next-Day Delivery!
✔ Government Specialists

www.computoredge.com
COMPUTOREDGE

➠

LaserQuick
the laser printer experts

San Diego

15% Off your First Order
of Compatible Toner or Ink Cartridges

(619)441-5020
Toll Free (877)354-2045

1365 N. Johnson Ave. #115• El Cajon CA 92020• www.LaserQuick.com

www.computoredge.com

November 9, 2007 21

Calendar
of Events

DECEMBER

NOVEMBER
1

2

2007
1

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

30

25

26

27

28

29

23

24
30

31
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Saturday, November 10
■ Kernel-Panic Linux User Group (KPLUG): Installfest—
National City Adult Education Center—Kernel Panic Linux
User Group will be holding a Linux InstallFest at National City
Adult Education Center from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Installfest
checklist: The computer you want to install on. This includes
any cables, wires, and peripheral devices such as keyboards,
mice and monitors that the computer needs to operate. If the
computer can’t run without it, then it is a requirement. This
also includes power strips, if you use them. As much information about your hardware as possible. A positive attitude.
Installfests are a lot of fun, so a lot of people like to come.
The people who help you out are sometimes doing about five
different things; it can get hectic, especially near the last hour,
close to the end of the day. Time: 10 a.m. Location: National
City Adult Education Center, 517 Mile of Cars Way, National
City, CA 91950. Web site: www.kernel-panic.org
■ San Diego Photoshop User Group: November Meeting—
We have two great presentations scheduled by Philip Staiger
and Stephen Burns, who will talk about creative uses of the
paint program PD Pro (formerly Dogwaffle) for Photoshop
users and the creative use of Adjustment Layers and Blend
Modes in Phtosohop CS3. Presentation 1: ”Powerful Uses of
Adjustment Layers and Blend Modes“, by Stephen Burns
(www.chromeallusion.com). I have been getting quite a few
e-mails inquiring on not only how to use the Adjustment
Layers more creatively, but also how to understand what is
happening when Layer Blend Modes are applied to an
Adjustment Layer so that the final result can be anticipated.
The question was based on a presentation by a photographer
who used the Curves Adjustment Layer and then applied various Blend Modes to get a certain effect. This presentation will
give you a thorough understanding of what is happening
when you apply a Blend Mode to an adjustment Layer. More
important, it will give you an insight as to how to creatively
use this powerful combination to creating artistic imagery.
Go to Stephen’s updated Web site to get more of an insight
as to how he works artistically. Also, his new book, Advanced
Photoshop CS3 Trickery & FX (forward by Jack Davis) is
now in the book stores. To get your copy, you can go to
Borders, Bookstar, Barnes & Noble, or Amazon. If you bring
your copy of the new book to the meeting, Stephen will be
happy to sign it.
Presentation 2: “Creating Digital Paintings With PD Pro (formally Dog Waffle)”. Philip Staiger will share with us what’s
new in the recently updated version 4.1 of PD Pro. He will
22 November 9, 2007

demonstrate the Digital Painting techniques that are unique to
this powerful and very fun program. The program is inexpensive, and he will be offering discounts to anyone attending
this meeting. For more information on PD Pro or Dogwaffle
go to one of the following links: www.shop.avanquest.com/
uk/prod.php?pid=1924. This is a “not to miss” meeting.
Time: 12 p.m. Location: Art Institute of California, 7650
Mission Valley Road, San Diego, CA 92108.
Web site: www.sdphotoshopusers.com
■ SimFlite Flight Simulation Group: Opening Router Ports
for Multi-player Online Gaming—Time: 12 p.m.
Location: Available by calling 619-440-7756.
Web site: www.simflite.com

Saturday–Sunday, Nov. 10–11
■ Cisco CCNA Bootcamp —A two-day course that runs
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Each student who goes through the
course is guaranteed to pass the CCNA exam the first time
—100 percent guarantee. Reserve your seat today. Call 619232-7400, or visit www.ITMentor.com.

Thursday, November 15
■ San Diego Windows 2003 User Group: Preview of
Windows Server 2008—More details soon. Time: 12 p.m.
Location: Microsoft San Diego, 9255 Towne Centre Drive,
Suite 400, 4th floor, San Diego, CA 92121.
Web site: www.sdw2003.org
■ San Diego SQL User Group: SQL Server 2008—
Andrew Karcher will be presenting on the upcoming release
of SQL Server. Time: 6 p.m. Location: UCSD Sorrento Mesa
Extension, 6925 Lusk Blvd., Cingular Building, San Diego, CA
92121. Web site: www.sdsqlug.org
■ FoxPro Developers Network of San Diego: A Recap of
the Southwest Fox Conference— Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Denny’s Restaurant, 4280 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.,
San Diego, CA 92117. Web site: www.foxdevsd.org
Free events of a non-commercial nature will be listed in Calendar free of charge as
space allows. Commercial events can be advertised in Calendar at a rate of $25 for
25 words or less, with each additional word costing $1. Anything separated by a space
is considered one word.
In either case, type or legibly print your listing, including the date and time of your event,
its location, and the name and phone number of a contact person. Calendar deadline is
4:30 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication date. Listings will not be taken over the
phone.
All commercial Calendar listings must be paid in advance by check or money order.
Enclose listing with payment, if applicable, and mail to Calendar of Events, c/o
ComputorEdge, P.O. Box 83086, San Diego, CA 92138.
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Friday, November 16

Wednesday, December 5

■ San Diego PC User Group: Friday Workshop—This meeting is a question-and-answer session, in which we share our
mutual knowledge and experiences. There are computers
with Internet access available, and this often helps to resolve
questions. If you bring in your computer, some hands-on
troubleshooting can be done. Registration is required in the
San Diego Continuing Education system and can be done
when attending with no delay or cost. Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: SD Center for Education and Technology, 3249
Fordham St. Bldg. 1, Room 3, West City, Point Loma
Campus, San Diego, CA 92110. Web site: sdpcug.org

■ San Diego Linux User Group: Collaboration Tools, by
Brian Six—Time: 6:30 p.m. Location: 3954 Murphy Canyon
Road, Suite D-200, San Diego, CA 92123.
Web site: www.sdoss.org

Monday, November 19
■ CompTIA Security+—One week of intensive training. The
class runs Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For
alternate dates, visit www.cesdtraining.com. Financing
Available.

Tuesday, November 20
■ San Diego PC User Group: Pinnacle Studio by Bob
Schuchman—Bob Schuchman will expand the information
in his articles about Pinnacle Studio by demonstrating some
of the steps in turning your videos into movies. Learn more
about why he thinks Pinnacle Studio has some of the best
editing features of programs of this type. Watch him learn
more about Studio as he shows you other features that he
knows nothing about! Time: 6:30 p.m. Location: UCSD
Extension, Mission Valley Center, 404 Camino Del Rio South,
San Diego, CA 92108. Web site: sdpcug.org

Saturday, December 1
■ Kernel-Panic Linux User Group (KPLUG): Installfest—
That Technical Bookstore Inc.—Kernel Panic Linux User
Group will be holding a Linux InstallFest at That Technical
Bookstore Inc. from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Installfest check list:
The computer you want to install on. This includes any
cables, wires, and peripheral devices such as keyboards,
mice and monitors that the computer needs to operate. If
the computer can’t run without it, then it is a requirement.
This also includes power strips, if you use them. As much
information about your hardware as possible. A positive attitude. Installfests are a lot of fun, so a lot of people like to
come. The people who help you are sometimes doing about
five different things; it can get hectic, especially near the last
hour, close to the end of the day. Time: 10 a.m. Location:
That Technical Bookstore Inc., 8760 Complex Drive, San
Diego, CA 92123. Web site: www.kernel-panic.org

Monday, December 3
■ CompTIA Network+ —One week of intensive training.
The class runs Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Call 760-871-3100. For alternate dates, visit www.cesdtrain
ing.com. Financing available.
■ ICND1 (Interconnecting Cisco Network Devices)—One
week of intensive, hands-on training. The class runs Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Seating is limited. Call
760-871-3100. For alternate dates, visit
www.cesdtraining.com. Financing available.
COMPUTOREDGE

■ Under the Computer Hood User Group: Year-end Party—
The meeting will be centered around Holiday Cheer. There will
be a pot luck of goodies brought in by members, with beverages and paper goods provided by the club. Time: 7 p.m.
Location: SD County Office of Education, 6401 Linda Vista
Road, Room 401, San Diego, CA 92111.
Web site: www.uchug.org

Thursday, December 6
■ Windows Networking Solutions User Group: Holiday
Party— Time: 6 p.m. Location: Coleman College, 1284 W.
San Marcos Blvd., San Marcos, CA 92069.
Web site: www.winsug.org

Monday, December 10
■ Linux LP1 —One week of intensive training. The class
runs Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 760871-3100. For alternate dates, visit www.cesdtraining.com.
Financing available.

Wednesday, January 2
■ Under the Computer Hood User Group: Networking 401
Lab—A demonstration of advanced wireless networking
techniques. The public is welcome to this free presentation.
For more information, visit www.uchug.org or e-mail
uchug@juno.com. Time: 7 p.m. Location: SD County Office
of Education, 6401 Linda Vista Road, Room 401, San Diego,
CA 92111. Web site: www.uchug.org

Thursday, January 10
■ Windows Networking Solutions User Group: Building
Web Sites in Windows SharePoint Services 3.0 by Larry
Saunders—Time: 6 p.m. Location: Coleman College, 1284 W.
San Marcos Blvd., San Marcos, CA 92069.
Web site: www.winsug.org

Monday, January 28
■ ICND2 (Interconnecting Cisco Network Devices)—One
week of intensive, hands-on training. The class runs Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Seating is limited. Call
760-871-3100. For alternate dates, visit
www.cesdtraining.com. Financing available.

Wednesday, February 6
■ San Diego Linux User Group: Linux on Handheld
Computers, by T. Michael Turney—Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: 3954 Murphy Canyon Road, Suite D-200, San
Diego, CA 92123. Web site: www.sdoss.org
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Finding Movie Stills, Posters
By Jim Trageser

B

ack in the day, if you wanted to
collect Hollywood memorabilia,
you had to be rich or know someone.
If your cousin worked weekends
down at the Bijou, she might be able
to get you the poster for your favorite
movie once the next flick came to
town. And if your neighbor was a
reporter at the local newspaper, he
might be able to get you the publicity
shots the movie studios sent to the
newspaper once the editors were
done with them. (Although an awful
lot of entertainment desks saved
those photos and, later, slides. I know,
because just a year ago, I hauled
about 30 years’ worth of publicity
slides out to the dumpster at the
newspaper where I work.)
Nowadays, finding photos to
accompany your entries on your film
blog, or getting a digital version of a
film’s poster to use as wallpaper on
your Mac, is as simple as knowing
where to look.
Where to Look
Surprisingly, the movie studios’
Web sites are pretty useless for the
general public. Most studios either
have no media/press area on their site
(farming out to an independent publicity outfit), or hide it behind a password-protected area. I’ve had to actually fax in forms on my newspaper’s
letterhead and/or have my editor call
the studio’s in-house publicity office
in order to get an account for these
studios’ media sections.
Which is crazy, because word of
mouth remains the best advertising
any movie could have—remember
The Blair Witch Project? Putting a
movie’s publicity stills and high-resolution digital posters out for general
consumption would make it that
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much easier for movie fan sites to
create a buzz about upcoming or new
releases.
Fortunately, there are a ton of sites
in fandom that do make high-res
copies of movie still shots and
posters available for free download.
AllMoviePhoto.com
This site (www.allmoviephoto
.com) is my first stop each Monday,
when I begin collecting high-res
stills from that week’s movie releases to accompany the reviews in the
newspaper. While the studios are
pretty good about sending electronic
press kits to me on CD-ROM with
high-res images, going to a Web site
and quickly grabbing the photos I
want is much more efficient than
loading each film’s CD-ROM onto
my Mac, navigating the goofy Flash
menus, selecting the pictures I want
and marking them for download,
and then exiting said goofy Flash
menu.
I’d guess that AllMoviePhoto.com
has photos for more than 90 percent
of the mainstream films that come
out each month, and a good number
of the art house and indie flicks, too.
It also has something not all the other
sites do: accurate caption information
for each photo, telling you who is in
each scene.
Internet Movie Database
When I do get stumped, I go to the
Internet Movie Database, or IMDb
(www.imdb.com), and look up any
movie for which I couldn’t find photos on AllMoviePhoto.com.
Once at the movie’s entry page,
on the left-hand navigation menu
you’ll find a “Photo Gallery” under
a section header reading “Promowww.computoredge.com

tional”—but those are low-res, Webonly images. If you keep scrolling
down until you get to a section
marked “External Links,” there is an
entry called “photographs.” Clicking
on that takes you to a page with
links to a bunch of different sites
that have publicity photos for that
movie.
Other Resources
A Swiss site called OutNow!
Image Gallery (www.outnow.ch) is
pretty reliable—all U.S. movies
aren’t on there, but the ones that are
there are generally in high-res format.
The site is in German, and doesn’t
contain any caption info, but it’s otherwise very solid.
CinEmpire (www.cinempire.com)
is a little more hit or miss—a lot, perhaps most, of the photos it has are in
wallpaper-size files (1,280 pixels or
more), but not all of them are. Like
OutNow!, there are no captions provided. Anyway, they’d be in French
even if captions were there.
Cinema Blend (www.cinemablend
.com) presents the photos in a medium
resolution that I can use in a pinch, but
they’re not big enough to use for wallpaper on most monitors. On the other
hand, the site is in English, so finding
your way around is certainly easier
than on some of the others.
If OutNow, CinEmpire and Cinema Blend aren’t listed on a movie’s
IMDb external links photo page, then
I start working through the other links
provided. Sometimes you get lucky.
(Interestingly, AllMoviePhoto.com is
never listed in IMDb’s links pages.)
In terms of the movie’s promotional posters, it’s kind of hit or miss.
Most of these sites will provide a
movie’s poster, but not always.
If you get stuck, there’s always
Yahoo! or Google image searches,
with the results narrowed to show
only large images.
❏
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Bookmark our Web page, www.computoredge.com/sandiego, for easy access to these valuable Web sites:
CONSULTING

PUBLICATIONS

Business Writing by Nightcats Multimedia
www.nightcats.com
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www.ross.ws
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User Groups
ComputorEdge provides the computer users of San Diego with this User Group list as a public service. Groups are listed by name, next
meeting date, and Web site or contact information. For more detailed information, go to www.computoredge.com/sandiego/usergroups

APPLE/MAC
Final Cut Pro User Group (FCPUG)
Wednesday, November 14, 6:30 p.m.
www.sdmug.org/sigs/fcpug.php
Mac 101 SIG
Monday, November 19, 6 p.m.
www.sdmug.org/sigs/mac101sig.php
Oceanside Macintosh User Group (OMUG)
Wednesday, November 28, 6:30 p.m.
www.omug.net
San Diego Macintosh User Group
Wednesday, December 5, 6:45 p.m.
www.sdmug.org
San Diego Modo User Group
Monday, November 26, 6:30 p.m.
www.sdmodo.org
SDMUG North County SIG
Monday, December 3, 6 p.m.
www.sdmug.org/sigs/northcountysig.php

CAD
Revit User Group of San Diego
Thursday, December 13, 6 p.m.
chadley@san.rr.com
San Diego SolidWorks User Group
Wednesday, November 14, 6:30 p.m.
www.triaxialdesign.com/usergroup/

GENEALOGY
Chula Vista Genealogical Society
Wednesday, November 28, 10 a.m.
www.cgssd.org/
Computer Genealogy Society of San Diego
Saturday, November 17, 9 a.m.
www.cgssd.org

IBM OR COMPATIBLE
Application Systems Group (ASG)
Date to be announced, 5:30 p.m.
www.asg400.org
Fallbrook PC User Group
Weekly, Thursday, 6 p.m.
www.fpcug.net
San Diego Computer Society
Saturday, November 17, 7 p.m.
www.sdcs.org
San Diego PC User Group
Friday, November 16, 6:30 p.m.
Friday Workshop
sdpcug.org
Seniors Computer Group
Saturday, November 10, 9:30 a.m.
http://home.san.rr.com/scg/about_us.html
South Bay Computer Club
Weekly, Wednesday, 7 p.m.
earlyam.tripod.com/sbcc

Tri-City Computer Club of Oceanside
Weekly, Tuesday, except fifth Tuesday of month, 1 p.m.
www.tricitycomputerclub.com

San Diego .Net Developers Group
Tuesday, December 4, 6 p.m.
www.sddotnetdg.org

Under the Computer Hood User Group
Wednesday, December 5, 7 p.m.
Year-end Party
www.uchug.org

San Diego Oracle User Group
Date to be announced, 9 a.m.
www.sdoug.org

INTERNET/WEB
Active Server Pages Developers’ SIG
Tuesday, January 15, 6 p.m.
asp.sig.webpublishing.com/
San Diego Cold Fusion User Group
Wednesday, November 21, 6 p.m.
www.sdcfug.org

JAVA
San Diego Java User Group (SDJUG)
Weekly, Tuesday, 7 p.m.
www.sdjug.com

LINUX/UNIX/BSD
Kernel-Panic Linux User Group (KPLUG)
Saturday, November 10, 10 a.m.
Installfest—National City Adult Education Center
www.kernel-panic.org

San Diego Perl Mongers
Monday, November 12, 7 p.m.
www.sandiego.pm.org
San Diego Photoshop User Group
Saturday, November 10, 12 p.m.
November Meeting
www.sdphotoshopusers.com
San Diego Ruby User Group
Thursday, December 6, 7:30 p.m.
sdruby.com
San Diego SAS User Group SANDS
Wednesday, November 14, 12 p.m.
www.sandsug.org
San Diego SQL User Group
Thursday, November 15, 6 p.m.
SQL Server 2008
www.sdsqlug.org

SPECIAL INTEREST

San Diego BSD User Group
Thursday, December 6, 7 p.m.
www.sdbug.org

IEEE Computer Society of San Diego
Weekly, Tuesday, 11 a.m.
ieee.sdsu.edu

San Diego Linux User Group
Wednesday, December 5, 6:30 p.m.
Collaboration Tools, by Brian Six.
www.sdoss.org

North County Video Makers Club
Wednesday, November 21, 6:30 p.m.
www.ncvideo.com

NETWORKING
San Diego Network Professional Association
Weekly, Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.
www.sdnpa.org
San Diego Windows 2003 User Group
Thursday, November 15, 12 p.m.
Preview of Windows Server 2008
www.sdw2003.org

San Diego Computer-Using Educators (SDCUE)
Sunday, November 11, 12 p.m.
www.sdcue.org
San Diego ISSA Information Systems Security Association
Wednesday, December 19, 11:30 a.m.
www.issa.org
San Diego OpenSolaris User Group
Wednesday, November 21, 6 p.m.
sdosug.org

Storage Networking User Group
Weekly, Thursday, 11:30 a.m.
www.storagenetworking.org

San Diego OS/2 User Group
Monday, November 26, 7 p.m.
home.san.rr.com/cq/sdos2ug/

Windows Networking Solutions User Group
Thursday, December 6, 6 p.m.
Holiday Party—
www.winsug.org

San Diego Small Business Server User Group
Wednesday, November 21, 6 p.m.
www.sdsbsug.org

SOFTWARE
Access User Group of San Diego
Wednesday, November 21, 6 p.m.
www.augsd.org
ACCPAC/Crystal Users
Sunday, November 11, 10 a.m.
Fortressmonitor.com
FoxPro Developers Network of San Diego
Thursday, November 15, 6:30 p.m.
A Recap of the Southwest Fox Conference—
www.foxdevsd.org

SimFlite-Flight Simulation Group
Saturday, November 10, 12 p.m.
Opening Router Ports for Multi-player Online Gaming
www.simflite.com
Women in Technology International
Date to be announced, 11:45 a.m.
www.witi.com

WINDOWS
San Diego .Net User Group
Tuesday, November 27, 6:30 p.m.
www.sandiegodotnet.com

Please help us maintain this list by sending updates to grace.tec@computoredge.com, or fax changes to 858-573-0205.
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CLASSIFIEDS
FURNISHED OFFICES for rent- ComputorEdge is offering space in our Kearny
Mesa offices to computer people. Fullservice offices available with T-1 Internet
access, fixed IPs available, telephone and
furnishings to suit your needs. Call 858573-0315 for information.

Used Computers
DELL LATITUDE C800 laptop has 850MHz
P3 CPU, 384MB RAM, 20GB HD, Windows
XP Pro, CD burner battery holds good
charge, has 802.11G wifi card asking $200,
call 619-438-2111.
GATEWAY 450ROG laptop, Windows XP
Pro with CD, good battery, 1.3GHz Centrino
processor, built-in wireless, 100GB HD,
CD-RW/DVD, 256MB RAM, and manual,
call 619-303-4084.
SELL YOUR COMPUTER FAST! For more
information on how to place your FREE
private party ad, visit ComputorEdge
www.computoredge.com or call 858573-0315.
SONY VAIO VGC-RB42G desktop PC
complete system. Included Sony model:
sdm-hs75b, LCD monitor. Windows XP,
Office XP 2003, Encyclopedia 2006 for
$600, call 619-746-5587.

Computer Parts
BFG TECH GeForce 7800GS, 8X AGP
256MB GDDR3 400W power supply req,
tested but never used $80, call 619461-1610.
SELL YOUR old computer equipment fast.
For information on how to place your
FREE private party ad, visit ComputorEdge www.computoredge.com or call
858-573-0315.

Instruction
2-DAY CISCO CCNA BOOTCAMP, San
Diego: November 10-11, 2007. Pass the
first time! 100% guarantee! Hurry, register
now! Visit www.ITMentor.com or call 619232-7400.

Computer Furniture
OFFICE CUBICLES. Save time and money
with pre-owned or refurbished cubicles, free
onsite space planning. We can match most
systems. Call 760-560-5800 www.sandiego
cubicles.com. We buy and sell.

Rentals
FURNISHED OFFICES for rent- ComputorEdge is offering space in our Kearny
Mesa offices to computer people. Fullservice offices available with T-1 Internet
access, fixed IPs available, telephone and
furnishings to suit your needs. Call 858573-0315 for information.
COMPUTOREDGE

Advertising Policy: The purpose of the classified advertising section of ComputorEdge is to provide
a forum for communication within the computer market of the San Diego area. The publishers of ComputorEdge
make no claims or warranties for the products or services advertised in ComputorEdge. It is the responsibility
of the individual to verify the authenticity of any product or service prior to purchase. ComputorEdge will not
knowingly publish any advertising which encourages the copying and illegal sale or distribution of copyrighted
software. It is the responsibility of all buyers and sellers to comply with any licensing agreements in force. The
publishers reserve the right to reject or cancel any ad which does not conform to the standards of the publication.
Instructions: Type or print your ad legibly. Anything separated by a space is considered a word. Legitimate
hyphenated words are considered one word. Indicate on your ad the classified category under which you would like
your ad placed. A phone number must accompany the ad. All classified ads are payable in advance of publication by
check, money order, or credit card. All classified submissions, changes and cancellations must be
received prior to the deadline. Classified advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. Please enclose ad
with payment, if applicable, and any special instructions in an envelope and mail to: ComputorEdge Magazine, P.O.
Box 83086, Attn: Classified Dept., San Diego, CA 92138. To submit your ad online, visit www.computoredge.com/
sandiego. Click on Advertising. For more information, please call 858-573-0315.
Business Ads: Minimum charge – $30.00 for 25 words or less, 50 cents per additional word. To run
your ad in more than one classified section or in more than one issue, multiply cost accordingly (total cost
would equal Ad Cost x Number of Sections x Number of Issues). Discounts for multiple paid ads are as follows:
6 ads – $27.50 each, 9 ads – $26.25 each, 12 ads or more – $25.00 each. Multiple ads must run consecutively.
Free Ads: Private parties may qualify for ONE free classified ad every five weeks, 25 words or less. Each
additional word, 5O cents. Free ads may NOT be used to sell new equipment. Only Categories marked
with a filled-in box qualify for private party ads. Personal ads will be printed on a space available basis when
judged not to be of a commercial nature. There is no responsibility on the part of ComputorEdge to notify parties who
fail to comply with the “free ad” policy. Any questions regarding eligibility for free ads should be addressed, in writing,
to the ComputorEdge Classifieds Department. One submission per month free. Each additional ad is $30.00 for 25
words and 5O cents per additional word.
Deadline: Friday prior to publication, 4:30 p.m. for free private party ads.
Monday prior to publication, 12:00 noon for paid ads. (Excluding Holidays.)

Categories:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Accounting
Announcements
Business Opportunities
CAD
Computer Consultants
Computer Furniture
Computer Parts
Desktop Publishing
Disk Drives
Handicapped/Special Ed
Instruction
Laptops
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous Hardware
Modems
Multi-Users
Networking
New Computers
Plotters
Printers
Publications
Rentals
Repair
Services
Software
Supplies
Swaps & Trades
Used Computers
Video Displays
Wanted To Buy

Join
Onli Us
ne!

Us
Join ne!
Onli

Post Problems • Share Solutions
Have Fun or Just Vent
Just go to wwwcomputoredgecom
and click on the Reader’s Forum banner
SELL YOUR
USED COMPUTER
EQUIPMENT

FAST!
Call ComputorEdge for
information on how to
place your private party
FREE Classified ad.

Professional Laptop Repair!
25 Years Experience — Repair Down to Component Level
We Fix Monitors, Computers, Printers, Terminals

We Buy & Trade Unwanted Monitors & Computer Parts

• We Build Custom Desktop Computers
• Special Prices on New Systems!

MICRO
MECHANIC

x

(858) 573-0315

Used Laptop
Blowout Sale!

• Hard Drives
• Printers
• Used Monitors
• CD Burners
• Memory
• Used Systems

Clairemont Mesa Blvd.
805


Mercury

Announcements

Classifieds Now Accepted Online!
Visit our Web site at
www.computoredge.com/sandiego
Click on “Advertising”

www.computoredge.com

163


Industrial
Park
Driveway

MICRO MECHANIC
(858) 541-0898

Open
Mon–Fri 10–5
8360 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., #104
Sat 10–4
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Doing the (Career) Laundry
By Douglas E. Welch

I

f there is one thing my wife detests, it is doing laundry.
It is one of those tasks that never comes to an end. As
soon as you complete one load, another is ready to go.
Then there is the folding, ironing, and more.
My version of laundry is the monthly bill pay and
financial reconciles. It has some direct corollaries in that
it, too, is never done. I make progress for only another 30
days, and then it starts all over again.
As you might imagine, there are certain tasks in your
career that closely resemble doing the laundry. Nevertheless, they still need to be done, regularly and well, if you
want to keep your job, life and career on track.
Reevaluation of Your Current Job
You might think you are reevaluating your current job
on a day-to-day basis, but in reality, you spend so much
time “doing” your job, you often have very little time, or
inclination to think about the job itself. This can be a dangerous trap if you allow it to go on too long. Just like
ignoring the laundry, you will eventually pay for your
inattention with more work.
I am sure you have seen the results of inattention. You
wake up one morning dreading your return to work.
Tasks have piled up. Managers have changed. Morale is
low. Why didn’t you notice this before? More than likely,
it is because you didn’t take the time to reevaluate your
feelings about your job. I have seen workers spend years
in a bad job, simply because they didn’t take the time to
look around them and realize that either they or the job, or
both, had changed.
Knowledge
One of the easiest aspects of your career to ignore is
the need for ongoing education. Trapped in your own little world, filled with the same methods and systems year
after year, you can forget that the world continues changing around you.
How many books are you reading each month? On
what topics? Are you still using the same methods you
used five years ago? Are they still serving you well?
Chances are, your job has been stuck in a time warp
while competitors, and perhaps even co-workers, have
advanced beyond you.
Remember, if you are not learning something new,
every single day, you are falling behind. Those around
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you are building their knowledge every day, and you
should be, too. Otherwise, you will find yourself left
behind, maintaining legacy systems while others chart the
newest business territory.
Relationships
Are you out there, every day, meeting new people and
being introduced to new ideas? This might be the number
one danger to someone in a stable job. If you like your coworkers and your job, you don’t have the incentive to
reach out to new people and new worlds. You get comfortably cocooned in your job, and might never want to leave.
Of course, as I mentioned above, this doesn’t stop the
world from changing around you. Changes in business
can quickly bring a company to its knees and disturb the
happy little home you have established. Don’t be blindsided by change just because it hasn’t happened to you
yet. Reach out to people outside your organization, outside your company, even outside your area of expertise.
You must keep one eye on what is happening outside
your door, or your next visitor just might be the big bad
wolf. Reach out to new people and new horizons. Develop connections with people all over the world, and learn
the lessons that everyone has to teach—no matter how
comfortable your current job might be.
Everything Else
Along with these larger issues, you also need to “do
the laundry” in many other ways. You need to update
your résumé, update your Web site, develop new skills,
work toward a raise or promotion, prepare for your annual review, plan your retirement, plan your own business,
think about your new life. It never really ends, even if you
ignore it.
Regardless of the state of your current job and career,
you have to take the time to do the hard, recurring work
to ensure that you are building the best career possible.
Don’t let complacency stop you from doing what needs
to be done. Life is about growth and change over time,
and you have to embrace this fact in order to build the
career you deserve.
❏
Douglas E. Welch is a technology writer and computer
consultant from Los Angeles, California. Questions and
comments can be e-mailed to career@welchwrite.com.
Career Opportunities is now available as an MP3 Audio
Podcast. Listen on your computer, iPod or other MP3
music player. Visit http://welchwrite.com/career for more
information.
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Computer Recycling
Recycle San Diego
Free Electronics Recycling Open 6 Days
Monitors, Computers, TVs, and more!
7716 Clairemont Mesa Blvd
1-866-525-6655-www.RecycleSD.com

Computer Services
GizmoTek Consulting
PC/Network Services for Small Businesses
Strive to Address All Your Company’s IT
Needs. HW/SW Solution. Paul 619-216-2580
McBride PC Services
In Home/Office Service, Networks
Troubleshooting. BBB Accredited
619-420-9242—mpcserv@cox.net
The Computer Tutor - Extraordinaire
Exorcisms Performed, Computer Demons
Removed. Home/Office Setup, Repair,
Instruction. Windows, Office, Internet.
More Than Reasonable. Call 619-284-7479

Consulting
Worthey Solutions
Automated Graphical Reports, Analysis
Web-based Reports. Access/Excel Apps
www.worthey.com—858-231-2675

CBL Data Recovery Technologies, Inc.
Manager Doug Owens
San Diego 619-449-1200
www.cbltech.com—1-800-551-3917
Clear Computer Data Recovery
North County’s Professional Solution
All Media, Fast Turnaround. Free
Diagnostic. Clearly the Best—760-402-5411

Phone Systems
Exp. Asterisk Phone System Setup
And Maintenance. We Can Implement Your
Multi-Office Asterisk Setups. Tune
Your System. Call 858-565-2155
San Diego Technology Group—SDTEK.NET
Experienced with 80 Installs of VoIP
Cost Effective with Robust Features
Call 866.95.SDTEK or contact@sdtek.net

Macintosh Specialist
Programming
Macsimizers
On-Site Service for Home and Small
Office Needs. Serving SD County Since
1988. Richard Parcel—619-465-6499

Networking
JNet Services
Network Services for SMBs
Microsoft Certified, Member BBB
Windows 2000/2003, SBS 2000/2003
760-271-6528—www.jnetservices.com

Golden Gate Software
Quality Work Using MS Technologies
VB.NET, Access DB, ASP.NET, SQL Server
CD Duplication. ggsft.com—858-336-9787

Rentals
Rent an Office at ComputorEdge
Full Service Offices For Lease
T-1 Internet (Fixed IPs Available)
Call 858-573-0315 For More Information

Repair

North County Technology Group
Windows Small Business Server Specialist
“We Manage Your Computers”
www.nctg.com—760-734-4315

A+ HP Authorized Repairs!
Laptop/PC/Printer/Plotter/Toner & Ink
FREE Diagnostic/Cleaning. 24/7 Svc.
5937 Balboa Ave 92111—PH 858-560-4100

Software Blueprint IT Consulting
Owner-operated; 20 years experience
Microsoft Security Certified (MCSE)
800-840-2499 www.SoftwareBlueprint.com

AAA Emergency PC Repair
Off Hours/Weekends/Holidays Immediate Svc
Desktop/Laptop/Handheld, On-Site/In-Shop
Pickup/Delivery Available—619-889-9674

Data Recovery
# 1 AAA San Diego Data Recovery
SD’s #1 Largest Auth Data Recovery Center
Free Pickup - Onsite Cleanroom. RAID,
Hard Drives, Floppy, Tape, Flash, Photos.
Founded by: Former UCSD Instructor.
Forensic Recovery - MP3s
Call 619-977-7340—858-523-1633
1US Recovery/SDCom.com
Professional Data Recovery Services
On All Operating Systems and Media.
Free Diagnostic. See Our Ad. Toll Free
1-US-Recovery—www.1usrecovery.com

Team H2O
2006 & 2003 Winner BBB Torch Award San Diego! No-Cost Network Needs
Analysis (Companies 15-100 Workstations)
Microsoft Gold Partner/Cisco & Apple!
Expert Troubleshooting, Security, VPN SPAM
Solutions. WAN/LAN/Wi-Fi 858-576-1426
or 800-800-9H2O www.goTEAMH2O.com

Chips and Memory
PC Repair and Upgrade
$25 Diagnostics
858-279-2447
LaserQuick
Free Phone Estimates/1-Day Repair Service
Low-Cost Flat-Rate Labor (Free Cleaning)
619-441-5020—Toll Free 877-354-2045

For information, contact Grace at 858-573-0315. Directory rates are as follows: 1 listing 1 week $30, 6 weeks $27.50 each, 9 weeks $26.25
each, and 12 weeks $25 each. One listing consists of four lines of up to 38 characters each. (First line is company name only.)
Additional lines may be purchased at $10 each. The Directory of Services deadline is at 4:30 p.m. on the Friday before the publication
date. Directory submissions now accepted online! Visit www.computoredge.com/sandiego. Click on advertising.
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