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usic plays an important role in our lives. It acts as a marker
of times and events. A person can be walking through a mall
or driving down the street when an old song comes wafting to the
ear. The listener is instantly transported to another era, with vivid
images that seemingly had been forgotten. Music strikes our feelings in a manner that no other medium can.
It’s no wonder that the recording industry is such a big business.
I don’t have a huge CD collection. Most of the music I hear is in the
car while driving. On long road trips, I often combine XM radio
with some CD mixes pieced together from the discs I do own. The
reason that I haven’t bought many albums is that I don’t like to
spend that much for a set of songs that includes only a couple that
are worth playing. This has always been standard practice for the
record industry. Often, a new release would hold only two or three
enjoyable songs, with the rest being fillers. To get the good stuff,
you had to buy it all. (This isn’t a ploy by the music industry. After
all, no one really knows how to predict what will be a hit song.) Of
course, the beauty of the CD is that you can hit the skip button any
time a lame song starts playing.
The computer has become a tremendous aid in dealing with sub-par
songs. Now, it is easier than ever to make a CD mix of songs that
you most cherish, leaving out those that do nothing for you. You
can copy from your commercial CDs, and burn the best tunes to a
new mix. Most mixes will hold about 80 minutes of music. Make a
few of them, and you have hours of uninterrupted selections of
only those pieces that appeal to you.
On a recent trip to visit one of my sons and his family, I mentioned
a few old songs that I had been seeking. I would go to the music
stores and peruse the discs, without much luck. The online selection was better, but I was still reluctant to buy an entire album for
one song. My son asked about the songs and, soon, had located
them at an Internet music site. We were able to preview the music,
thus ensuring that it was the correct selection, and for 88 cents
each, we downloaded the individual arrangements.
I later made a CD mix that included the newly downloaded music.
The computer has made it possible for people to customize their
own CDs of only the music they want to hear. It can be any artist
and any type of music from any label. The computer, iPods and
other new music devices have changed how music will be distributed forever.
Now, while traveling, I can immerse myself in my musical memories of years gone by, each song invoking a unique past experience.
For me, it’s a thoroughly enjoyable experience. However, none of
this overcomes the problem of the other people in the car who
don’t share my taste.
Jack Dunning, Publisher
celetters@computoredge.com
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Trust in the Workplace

■ The October 22 Career
Opportunities column,
“Whom Do You Trust?”
by Douglas Welch, really
struck a chord with me.
While it’s easy to feel like
the world is full of greedy,
heartless people, we must
truly take responsibility for
our own choices.
Of course, there will be
situations that seem to raise
no red flags that still go
against you, although most
bad situations have plenty of
warning signs. We just need
to heed our own instincts.
Shanna Milliman

Failure Feelings

■ [This letter is in regard to
Douglas Welch’s October 12
Career Opportunities column, “A Sense of Failure.”]
Having lived 80 years, so
far, I rate the article as
excellent advice. I would
add this: Look back over
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your life and think about all
the things you worried
about, and how few of them
ever came to happen.
Donald Meader

Google’s Noble Failures
■ Several years ago, I sent
an e-mail to Google, as [the
company] contemplated
going “public” with stock
sales, saying (now almost as
if it were a prophetic vision)
that if Google went public,
[eventually], because of
Google’s nobly original
intent of “do no evil; knowledge for all,” those who
hate Google the most [and
who] neither control G, nor
own G stock, [would] slowly offer more for existing G

stock. As G offers more
shares, eventually [the price
would get] too high for G’s
stockholders to resist, selling merely for profit’s sake,
giving G’s adversaries a
controlling interest in stock
ownership of Google.
At that point, I said, the
stockholders would be comprised of some faithful
Googlers, but also less faithful, formerly non-Googlers
—and also, if not anti-Googlers then certainly un-Googlers (i.e., those undoing
Google’s efforts), less as
“profit seekers” and more as
“power seekers”—and these
will command G in the
Internet marketplace.
These intruders will then
dictate the terms of corporate
strategy and virtues, causing
G to do the very opposite of
that noble motive that started
it. (Assuming that was the
motive).
And so it has happened.
Google stock skyrocketed;
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stockholders changed or increased; terms have been
dictated (i.e., China); and
“Google,” as a word, a function, and a term, is fast becoming a reproach, and a
buzzword for all that is evil
in, and of, and on, the
Internet.
How unfortunate that
greed on G’s youthful part,
and greed on early stockholders’ part, caused the
very situation G’s founders
(apparently) sought to avoid.
Oh, well now, I must say:
Yes, Google’s e-responding
secretary thanked me for
my e-mail, and said she
would distribute my concerns to the Google Big
Shots. Nary a word heard
since, but examples abound.
Internet history now speaks
for them. Hence, Scroogle
(and my hope is Scroogle
does not follow Google in
this same greedy manner).
R.J. Gardner

❏
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you’ve put into it over
these many years!
Marc Tessler

DIGITAL

DAVE
Dear Digital Dave,
In your September 28
column, you wrote about
a program called QuickTime Alternative, and you
mentioned “codecs.”
What are codecs?
I have received attachments from friends that I
could not play, and the
error message said that I
didn’t have the right
codec. When prompted, I
have always hesitated to
download the missing
codec because of the fear
that I may be unknowingly
downloading and
installing a virus.
Can you shed some
light on these issues?
Thanks for your great column and the dedication

Dear Mark,
The term “codec” is a
shortening of the words
“coder” and “decoder.” A
true codec is in your digital
cellular phone, where your
voice is encoded when you
speak into a digital bit
stream that is sent over the
air, and the other party’s
digital bit stream is decoded into their voice when
you listen.
In the case of video
“codecs,” it is really a
decoder and decompression software we are talking about. It takes the digital data downloaded from
the Internet, and decodes
and decompresses it into a
video bit stream that can be
displayed on your screen.
You were right to hesitate in downloading missing codecs. It’s one of the
easiest “social engineering” methods of installing
some unwanted software
on your computer.
If you run into a video
you want to watch, but you
get the message about
needing a new codec, note
the name of the codec, but
don’t follow the link to
download it. Open another
window with your Web
browser, and go directly to
the company site for the

Digital Dave’s Tip
I

’ve been having a lot of trouble lately with Google
being really slow. I’ll enter a keyword or words, click
on Search, and wait . . . and wait . . . and wait. It seems
like it will never return the search results.
I don’t know why, but after some experimentation I’ve
found that if I wait for 10 or 15 seconds—longer than it
should take for a search—and then click the Search button again, the results will pop up quickly.
It appears that my first request is being lost somewhere
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needed codec.
Chances are it’s one of
the big guys, like Microsoft,
Apple or RealVideo, and
you can download the new
codec directly from the
company’s site. If it’s not a
name brand, I wouldn’t
even look for it.
Even with the big
names, you have to watch
out. Look very carefully at
the screen before clicking
the Download button.
One of scams that
almost slipped by me is
the Google toolbar, which
seems to be included in
half the codec and update
downloads out there.
As much as I like the
Google search engine, and
use it every day, I don’t
want the Google toolbar
slowing me down with
additional Internet accesses. These add-ons are just
as much malware as a
virus.
Digital Dave
Dear Digital Dave,
In the “olden days,” I
used to close out all sorts
of programs before downloading a new program to
my system. I would even
hit <Ctrl-Alt-Delete> to
bring up a list of all running programs, and close
them all out from there.
But, is it really necessary to close out anything

(even antivirus programs,
firewalls, etc.) for a successful download?
I’m using the Microsoft
Vista operating system.
Thanks.
Jerry Hughs
Dear Jerry,
There are a couple of
layers of issues here to deal
with. First, let’s separate
the downloading of a program from the installation
of one.
When downloading,
you are transferring a file
from a Web server to your
hard drive. Your virus protection or firewall software
might flag a download, but
in almost all cases, it gives
you an option to proceed
with the file transfer. For
the download itself, you
rarely would have to turn
off your protection.
Once you have downloaded the program file,
you have to install it before
using it. This is where you
want to shut down everything that could get in the
way of the installation process. This is important
because many programs
share bits and pieces, and
having a program open that
shares with the one you are
installing is almost sure to
result in a conflict.
I have had very good
luck with just shutting
(continued on page 12)

along the line on the Internet. This is not unusual, but we
don’t notice because the Internet protocols do automatic
repeats. For a search request, apparently you have to give
it a kick in the pants.
I’ve tried clicking twice, one right after the other. That
doesn’t seem to work. You have to wait for the first search
request to get lost, and then hit it with the second request.
I’ve found this technique to work on a few other Web
sites, too. So, if you find yourself staring at a spinning
icon for more than the usual amount of time, you might
try hitting it again. It just might break your search results
loose.
❏
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DAVE
(continued from page 10)

down the programs I start
manually (like my browser), and letting my virus
protection software run. It
may pop up a warning, but
I can just accept it and continue the installation.
I’ve never had to resort
to the three-finger salute to
bring up the Task Manager
to shut down programs
before an install.
Digital Dave

Dear Digital Dave,
There has been an
ongoing discussion in
your column about using
the QuickTime Alternative
program to replace
QuickTime.
Must I delete QuickTime from my computer
before I download QuickTime Alternative?
Phillip Atencio
Dear Phillip,
To download an alternative media player, you certainly don’t have to delete

QuickTime. The process of
downloading only moves a
file from the Web server to
your hard drive.
To install an alternative
to QuickTime, you might
get away without deleting
QuickTime itself, but
later, when you do delete
QuickTime, you might
damage the installation of
your alternative media
player.
So, I would visit the site
for downloading the alternative, then read the material on the site or in the

download package, and if
you decide to install it, then
delete QuickTime. Once
QuickTime is cleaned off
your hard drive, then install
the alternative and go.
Digital Dave

❏

E-mail your questions
to digitaldave@computor
edge.com. Dave posts the
URLs that he mentions in
his column at http://web
server.computoredge.com/
digdavelinks.

DIGITAL DAVE de•fines:
Music to Your Ears
AUDIO DATA DECOMPRESSION:
This is the newer type of audio compression, and the type usually talked about
these days. MP3 is the most popular
name for a family of audio data-compression schemes. When we record music in
a raw digital format, it takes up a lot of
storage space. For even simple CD audio,
it takes 16 data bits for each channel,
times two channels, plus error-correction
bits, times 44,100 samples per second. A
700MB CD-R can hold about 80 minutes
of music. But music data isn’t just random values. It is made up of a signal that
varies in waves, so the next value is very
much dependent on the previous value.
By taking advantage of this, the amount
of data can be drastically reduced. Instead
of recording the raw value, a smaller
change from the last value can be stored.
Of course, when there is silence, the data
can be really compressed. By using audio
data compression, a CD-R can now hold
up to eight hours of music—plenty for a
drive from San Diego all the way to Las
Vegas without listening to the same song
twice.
AUDIO DYNAMIC COMPRESSION:
There are two very different processes
known as audio compression. The older
is audio dynamic range compression,
which has been around since the early
days of analog music recording. The loud
parts are reduced in volume, and the soft
parts are increased. When music is per12 November 16, 2007

formed in a quiet auditorium, you can
enjoy the huge range from soft to loud,
and it’s part of the appeal of listening to
live music. When we listen to recordings,
we are usually in conditions that are not
at all suitable to the full dynamic range of
music. For instance, when driving in your
car, if you turn up uncompressed music
enough to hear the soft parts over the
road noise, you will be blasted out
(assuming you have a high-powered car
stereo) by the loud parts. Most music, be
it AM or FM radio, or even DVD, has the
dynamic range compressed, so you can
enjoy all the parts of the song. Of course,
audio dynamic range compression can be
overdone, such as with the top-40 AM
station that blasts at the same loud level
all the time to sound louder than the station down the dial.
MIDI SYNTHESIZER: You might recognize MIDI as the acronym for Musical
Instrument Digital Interface, a protocol
used by musicians to connect their
workstations to their instruments in the
studio and onstage. A MIDI synthesizer
is a musical instrument that generates
sounds electronically, and can be controlled by MIDI signals. Many MIDI synthesizers have a keyboard, so you can
play it manually, like a piano or organ,
but other MIDI synthesizers are just a
box with a few controls on the front. You
“play” it by feeding it MIDI commands
for the pitch of a note and how long to
hold it. All that is very interesting, you
say, but you don’t know the difference
www.computoredge.com

between a musical staff and a shepherd’s
staff? Well, you should learn a little more
about it, because there is probably a
MIDI synthesizer right under your nose.
Almost every PC has a MIDI synthesizer
built into the sound card or the motherboard. You might be surprised how capable it is. You might even be using it without knowing it by playing video games
that use MIDI for the soundtrack.
RIPPING: The process of converting
audio files from one format to another.
For instance, I have ripped my entire collection of music CDs to WMA files on
my computer hard drive. Now, instead of
fiddling with a stack of CDs, or listening
to the same one over and over, I can just
select a song or hundreds of songs to
play on my computer. Since I own the
music CDs, it is legal for me to rip them
for my own use. If I gave copies of the
music files to a friend, then I have
crossed the line into a criminal activity.
Another reason for ripping audio files is
to load it into a digital music player. I’ve
been trying to learn the Spanish language, so I’ve been listening to lessons I
bought on CD. The CDs are large and
delicate, and it’s cumbersome to navigate
around to the various tracks I want to listen to. By ripping my lessons and downloading the files to my inexpensive MP3
player, I can stick my lessons in my
pocket and listen with headphones while
sitting at the airport or lying on the
beach. To repeat a lesson is usually a sin❏
gle button push.
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How iTunes Reconnected Me
With My Youth
By Lucas Roebuck

M

y children, Maximus, 2, and
Maggie, two months, will
never know what life was like without the iPod and iTunes. I imagine in
about 10 years Max and I will be
cleaning out the garage, and Max
will dig up some of my old Huey
Lewis and the News cassettes, and
not understand what I mean when I
explain how you had to rewind the
tape to play a song again.
I suspect that when Maggie gets
older, she’ll be surprised that music
used to come on compact discs the
same size and shape of our old Bluray movies. “Why would somebody
buy a disc with just music on it?”
she’ll ask. “And why do they call
them compact? They seem pretty big
to me.”
That’s when I’ll pull out my only
vinyl album—an autographed Margaret Becker promotional record.
“How did you fit ‘records’ into a
computer, daddy?”
Emotional Memories, 99 Cents
While some music fans have
argued that iTunes and the iPodization of music distribution has ruined
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the nostalgic joy of collecting a
music library, iTunes has actually
done more to connect music lovers to
the good old days of our rock-androll youth than any used record store.
By making decades of popular
and not-so-popular music available
to buy in single-track form, hearing
the sounds of your glory days has
never been easier or cheaper—no
matter if those glory days were in
1945 or 1985.
Have you ever associated a time in
your life with a song? Maybe a
break-up with some top-10 romantic
hit from 1979? Maybe a road trip
with a country radio song from
1987? In our popped-up, audio-saturated culture, we often emotionally
connect a high or low in our life with
a marginally germane tune that was
getting some synchronous air play.
When I was an overachieving
(read: nerd) sophomore at Fallbrook
High School, I foolishly decided to
try a long-distance relationship with
a blonde cheerleader from Washington State who had given me my first
kiss on Tom Sawyer’s Island at Disneyland. In an expression of our
www.computoredge.com

ignorant, blissful young love, the
blonde cheerleader sent me a tape
with a mixed bunch of romantic
songs illegally copied on it.
I had forgotten about that tape,
that blonde, that kiss, until recently,
when I was browsing the iTunes
music store. I stumbled across ’80s
power ballad phenomenon Richard
Marx’s “Right Here Waiting”—a
song the blonde cheerleader had featured on the tape (which I had burned
nearly two decades ago, along with
all those scented, lying letters). I paid
my dollar to Apple, and suddenly I
was reliving the teenage pains of a
long-distance relationship.
“Oceans apart day after day,”
Marx sung from his smooth pipes,
“and I slowly go insane. I hear your
voice on the line/But it doesn’t stop
the pain.” It was almost as if Marx
could read our hearts.
I bought a Greyhound ticket that
summer to go visit the blonde cheerleader, and when I arrived at Seattle,
she dumped me. Yes, iTunes also has
a song to help me remember the feeling of being gutted by the blonde
cheerleader—Chicago’s 1988 hit,
COMPUTOREDGE

“Look Away.” “So if it’s gotta be this
way/Don’t worry baby I can take the
new OK/But if you see me walking
by/And the tears are in my
eyes/Look away baby, look away.”
You know how it goes.

Sudoku

11-9-07 Solution

Painful Essentials
iTunes has made finding that ugly
breakup song to remind you of the
pitiful times of meaningless existence in your life pretty easy, with
song collection lists called Essentials.
For example, iTunes offers audio torture in its collection, Essentials:
Breakup Song. If you’ve had a nauseating breakup since 1981, chances
are the song that reminds you of the
unfortunate split can be found in this
collection. Maybe a 99-cent investment in Travis Tritt’s “Here’s a Quarter (Call Someone Who Cares)”
reminds you of when that voluptuous
redhead walked out of your door for
the last time.
I can just hear Max asking me in
10 years, “I don’t get it. What is the
quarter for?” as he picks his iPhone
nano off the kitchen counter.
From Disco Hits to ’00s Pop,
iTunes has an Essentials collection
for every genre and era. One of my
favorites is ’80s Memories. What (or
whom) do you think of when you
hear Kim Carnes’ “Bette Davis
Eyes,” or Bow Wow Wow’s “I Want

Candy?” Even if you could find an
album with one of these songs on it,
you’d have to buy the whole 10-buck
compact disc just to get the one song
you want.
I know that I have made a lot of
impulse buys on iTunes because paying one dollar for only the one song I
wanted was a lot easier to stomach
than buying a bunch of crappy songs
you’ve never even heard before.
Unfortunately, now I have a good
number of songs that have some

I am surprised
how cross-generational
iTunes’ ability is to bring
back memories.
memory attached to them, but to
which I probably wouldn’t admit listening (such as the Flashdance tune
“What a Feeling” [Latin Beat version], and Rooney’s “Metal Guru”).
Your Daddy’s iTunes
I am surprised how cross-generational iTunes’ ability is to bring back
memories. When my daughter was
born a few months ago, I was
unaware (truly) that a song that was
popular in the ’70s was called “Maggie May,” so my wife and I were
unprepared for the reaction from the
older crowd when we named our

daughter Maggie Mae.
When one of my senior colleagues
mentioned this to me—that Rod
Stewart had a song called “Maggie
May,” and was wondering if we
named our daughter after the song—
my reply was, “Rod who?” (Don’t be
shocked; you’re dating yourself.)
Apparently, my old man and
mother got a kick out of the moniker,
because the Stewart tune was sort of
their song when they were going
steady back in the Stone Age. iTunes
has more than 50 versions of the
song for sale, so if it means something to you, you are bound to be
able to duplicate the exact feeling the
song gave you in the early ’70s.
Speaking of dads, if you want to
remember the song to which you (or
your bride) walked down the aisle
with papa, chances are you’ll find it
in iTunes Wedding Music Essentials. If you or someone you love
were married in the early ’90s,
downloading Bob Carlisle’s “Butterfly Kisses” will probably get you
misty-eyed.
We’re all getting older (there’s a
newsflash), but thanks to iTunes and
the myriad copycat music services
online, bringing the past into the present to recall the days when we were
a little bit more foolish—and a lot
lighter—is easier and cheaper than
ever.
❏
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Musical
Networking Online
By Michael J. Ross

W

hen budding musicians have
spent the time and effort learning at least the basics of their respective musical instruments, they often
would like to hook up with other
musicians, for many possible reasons: to gain personal guidance and
tips, to learn new pieces, to receive
greater motivation for practicing, to
begin participating in public or private performances, or simply to make
some new like-minded friends. But
how do you go about locating such
groups?
During the past few decades,
almost every genre of music has been
significantly affected by technology—from electric pianos and guitars
to affordable, multi-track recorders.
Thus, it should come as no surprise
that the ultimate technological platform, the Internet, can be an excellent
resource for connecting with other
musicians, as well as people who
may not necessarily play musical
instruments themselves, but could be
of assistance if you want to take your
music playing to the next level
—such as instrument technicians,
and engineers at modest recording
studios in your area.
But before you get to the point of
being ready to cut your first single,

you will want to hone your musical
proficiency and repertoire. One of the
best ways to do that is to play in a
musical group of some sort, such as a
band, a chamber group, an instrumental choir, a symphony, or any
other group that would be a good
match. Naturally, the type of group
that you seek depends upon what
type of music you play, and your current skill level.
Liszt and Lists
Whether you want to team up with
other musicians to play the classical
works of Franz Liszt, or the dance
rock of Franz Ferdinand, one place to
start is the world of e-mail lists.
While forums, newsgroups, and collaborative blogs have certainly put a
huge dent in the popularity of e-mail
lists, the latter have not disappeared.
In fact, it’s been more a case of the
strongest e-mail lists surviving and
thriving, while the weaker ones disappear.
The fastest way to find the most
active e-mail lists for your chosen
instrument is to use a search engine,
such as Google. For almost every
well-known instrument, your search
will quickly turn up at least a handful
of general e-mail lists, with thou-
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The Community Connection
Local resources, such as community colleges and libraries, will
always have a strong brick-and-mortar presence. But discovering what
those local resources have to offer is
typically done most efficiently
online, by searching their Web sites.
Yet, that is not to say that these
Web sites will necessarily have all of
the information that would be valuable to you in your search for musical
companionship. For instance, the
Web site of your county library might
mention a workshop being hosted by
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for Printers • Fax • Copiers

sands of subscribers, at all levels of
proficiency and list participation. The
only requirements for your participation are a valid e-mail address, and a
willingness to respect the rules of
each list. Most if not all such lists are
free, and typically are hosted by large
universities with the computer and
bandwidth resources needed to run a
list server.
When you subscribe to a musical
list, you will receive a welcome message that explains how to manage
your subscription (such as choosing a
daily digest of all messages, instead
of individual ones), how to post messages of your own, and how to
unsubscribe, if that particular list
does not match what you’re looking
for. If you post a message asking if
anyone knows of musical groups in
your area that would welcome someone with your skill level, you will
likely receive many helpful suggestions.
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a well-respected musician, but you
would probably learn far more by
simply calling the library and asking
one of the reference librarians if they
know of any local music groups. If
they don’t know of any, they can
surely offer suggestions as to other
places to look.
Some of the most promising
resources would be the music departments of the schools in your area, at
the junior high school level and
above. First, start with the Web site of
your local community college(s),
which more often than not will have
the e-mail addresses for the head of
the music department and his or her
administrative assistant. I have found
these people to be quite helpful and
knowledgeable—partly because the
most active musicians in your region
are frequently taking courses at the
college and organizing new groups.
The instructors and administrators
working in such music departments
will often know the leading music
teachers in the area, for your particu-

Looking
for a
Job?

Call 858-573-0315
for help in placing
your ad.
COMPUTOREDGE

churches, coffee houses, and a variety of civic organizations. In addition, there’s always the good, oldfashioned bulletin boards at your
local music stores.
Returning to lists, but in name
only, be sure to try the Craig’s List
(www.craigslist.org) site for your
nearest metropolis. Music group
leaders will often use Craig’s List to
announce that they are organizing a
new group. In addition, you can
freely post your own message, asking
if anyone knows of whatever particular type of group you are looking for.
Locating the aspiring musicians in
your area will probably require some
digital detective work, but it could
prove to be well worth the effort
—and the Internet resources discussed here will be the best ways to
get started on your search.
❏

Michael J. Ross is a Web developOther Resources
er (www.ross.ws), freelance writer,
Don’t neglect resources that are and the editor of PristinePlanet
not necessarily online, such as local .com’s free newsletter.
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lar instrument. Those independent
teachers, in turn, will usually be quite
familiar with all of the local music
groups—particularly those that
would be willing, if not delighted, to
let you join in. In fact, such teachers
may have already formed their own
music groups, and allow your participation whether or not you choose to
take paid classes from them.
These teachers will also be familiar
with community bands and orchestras
within the city, if you play a wind or
string instrument that would fit into
such an organization. But bear in mind
that these groups tend to be filled with
extremely adept and experienced players; if you are at the beginning level, it
can be rather intimidating. On the
other hand, learning and playing the
challenging pieces, even if you are sitting in the “last chair,” can be exceptionally motivating.
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JACKing Into
Linux Music Distros
By Stace Johnson

M

eet JACK. The JACK Audio
Connection Kit (www.jackau
dio.org), originally developed by
Paul Davis, is an audio server
designed for POSIX-compliant
operating systems, including GNU/
Linux and Apple’s OS X. Basically,
JACK enables a user to form lowlatency audio connections between
various programs running on a
Linux (or another POSIX-compliant) operating system, and manages
the signal flow between those
devices efficiently.
For Linux-friendly musicians,
JACK has created a digital recording revolution. Several full-featured
Linux distributions have been created around the JACK interface, and
we’ll take a look at three of them
here. I used the live CD or DVD
downloads of each product, focusing on the portability aspect of the
software.

Musix GNU+Linux
Musix GNU+Linux (www.musix
.org.ar) is aimed primarily at Spanish-speaking musicians. The Web
site defaults to Español, as does the
software itself. As an English speaker, I found it a little difficult to navigate the desktop, until I logged out
and was presented with a commandline hint to type “starten” to run the
desktop in English.
After doing that, I found it much
easier to navigate the software, and
was pleasantly surprised to find that
Musix automatically detected a hardware quirk with my sound card, and
offered a configuration suggestion
for me. Without that little gem of
advice, I suspect I would have been
floundering around, trying to figure
out why I could hear, but not record,
my guitar signal.
After making the configuration
change, I started the JACK audio

server and opened Ardour, a multitrack audio recorder included with the
software. After stumbling through the
menus a bit, I tried to create a new
track and record a short bit of guitar
audio. Unfortunately, Musix did not
automatically detect and mount my
USB drive, so I could not find a place
to store my data. I could browse and
see the hard drives on the system, but
could not save data to them. It’s an
easy thing to have removable drives
auto-mount, and I was disappointed
that Musix chose not to go that route.
Studio 64
Next up is Debian-based Studio 64
(www.64studio.com). The live CD
auto-detected my video and audio
hardware correctly, and presented me
with a clean Gnome desktop interface. Again, I chose to record using
Ardour, and I was able to configure
the JACK control and lay down two
guitar tracks within about five minutes of booting the live disc.
Unlike Musix, though, saving those
tracks to the USB drive was seamless.
The USB drive auto-mounted, and I
was able to save my work easily, leaving me to concentrate on music, rather
than OS management.
Overall, my experience with Studio 64 was nothing but positive. I
was very impressed with the usability of the software, especially since it
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We intend for ComputorEdge to benefit everyone in the San Diego computer
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was running from a live CD.
JackLab 1.0
As the largest of the three distributions in this review, and with more
press than the others, I expected great
things from SUSE-based JackLab
1.0 (www.jacklab.org). Unfortunately, I had difficulties from the start.
The live product is nearly 1.6GB in
size, and therefore must be launched
from a DVD drive. I tried unsuccessfully to boot the DVD on three different machines, and then finally took
the disc to a Dell machine that featured an F12 boot device key, and was
then able to load the system. JackLab’s live DVD is still in beta, but its
install DVD boots with no problem on
my main test-bed machine, so I don’t
see any reason why the live DVD
shouldn’t do the same.
The default GUI for JackLab,
called Enlightenment, seemed very
reminiscent of OS X. It was stylish,
glossy, and easy to navigate. It also
started the JACK control automati-

cally for me, making it clear that this
distro’s main purpose is manipulating
audio. At the top of the screen, there
was an icon for my USB drive,
which made me very happy—until I
tried to open it.
Despite repeated double-clicks,
the drive wouldn’t open. Finally, I

I could
browse and see the
hard drives on the system,
but could not save
data to them.
right-clicked the icon and chose the
Refresh option; I was then able to
browse the drive, but was still unable
to save new files or work with the
files I had already saved to the thumb
drive while using Studio 64. Facing a
permissions problem after already
dealing with a finicky startup disc
was disappointing, especially after
seeing the potential JackLab showed
in its Enlightenment interface.

Recommendation
All three product-development
teams are to be commended for creating music-based Linux distros. Any
of these products rivals expensive
Windows products from just a few
years ago, and cost nothing more
than the time to download and learn
the software. All three also boast
formidable synthesizer capabilities,
and I was very pleased with their
range of sounds and performance,
though there was not enough room in
this article to give a full review of the
software synths.
In the end, Studio 64 gets my vote
for the most usable and efficient of the
three, with high marks to Musix for
detecting and warning me about my
sound card quirk. I’m sure both Musix
and JackLab will continue to improve
and deal with the concerns about automatic USB drive mounting and file
permissions. Until then, download
Studio 64; plug in your guitar, mic or
keyboard; and be creative with your
free portable music studio.
❏
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Product Ratings

By Charles Carr

reviews@computoredge.com
Read the entire article on the New
York Times Web site (www.nytimes
.com/2007/10/22/technology/22appl
e.html?_r=1&oref=slogin).
Adobe’s New
Creative Suite 3—Part 2
Last week in Part 1, I profiled the
new Adobe CS3 suite. Now, I’ll look
at a couple of the new features in
each program.
Photoshop CS3 offers several
great new editing tools. I liked the
Quick Selection feature—you can
select a specific area of your image
more accurately and much faster
than you can with other tools. The
Refine Edge command lets you then
view and control the outline of your
selection for greater precision.
The Auto-Align Layers feature
matches two or more layers—handy
if you have two dissimilar versions
of the same image on different layers, and want to combine elements of
both into one single image. Photoshop Extended, a more advanced
version of Photoshop found in the
Premium suites, gives you the ability
to work with 3-D objects.
Illustrator has a cool new tool
called Live Color. This lets you select
a base color and open a whole palette
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of shades and tints of that color. You
can then apply multiple color
changes to an entire image at once by
mapping one color to another.
Illustrator’s drawing tools have
been improved. Hovering your
mouse over the anchor point of a
drawing increases the size of the
anchor, so it’s easier to select and
move. Deleting and changing anchor
points and other elements is also simpler, thanks to new toolbar controls.
Flash CS3 now has a new feature
for those of you who want to create
advanced Flash animations, but don’t
know ActionScript, Flash’s built-in
programming language. With the
Copy Motion command, you can
save animation paths and other
designs as ActionScript code. For
design work, Flash now sports a
powerful pen tool, similar to the one
you’d find in Illustrator.
Dreamweaver looks and feels the
same—the enhancements here are
mostly under the hood. Working
with style sheets is easier, thanks to
new CSS layouts and templates.
You’ll also find a new online CSS
Advisor—part knowledge base, part

✂

The Halo Effect
John Markoff writes in The New
York Times, “Driven in part by what
analysts call a ‘halo effect’ from the
iPod and the iPhone, the market
share of [Apple’s] personal computers is surging.”
A different type of halo effect
altogether, Microsoft also reported
strong profits this past quarter largely
because of record-breaking sales of
the game Halo 3, which debuted last
month for the company’s Xbox 360
gaming console. And sales of its new
Windows operating system,
Vista—while only half as robust as
adoption of its previous OS, Windows XP—are still healthy and on
track, according to the company.
(There is, of course, the third type
of “halo effect”—the one in which
all the Baldwin siblings suddenly get
work every time big brother Alec has
a hit TV show or movie.)
Still, Markham points out, the
way forward is not entirely certain.
“Although Apple may be able to
grow briskly by taking Windows
customers from Microsoft, the two
companies face a similar problem:
The industry is maturing, and there
have been no obvious radical innovations to jump-start growth.”
✂
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community forum.
Designing content that works in
all browsers is now simpler with the
Check Browser Compatibility command, which checks your HTML
code against multiple browsers and
helps resolve incompatibilities.
Dreamweaver CS3 takes advantage
of the Spry framework for Ajax, a
Web-development language that uses
JavaScript and XML to make your
Web pages more animated and interactive.
Joining Dreamweaver is Contribute, a tool by which multiple people can post content to the same Web
site. Contribute CS3 lets you post
blogs and Flash videos and publish
your content directly from Microsoft
Office.
InDesign CS3 now offers a MultiFile Place tool, which lets you quickly import multiple graphics in one
shot; in prior versions, you could
place only one graphic at a time. In
past InDesign versions, sizing frames
and their content was clumsy, as you

!
s
p
o
O

had to continually adjust one to
match the other. Now you can automatically resize frames to fit their
content. Creating and formatting
tables also is smoother. You can
automatically format your table from
among several built-in designs,
assign header rows, and adjust your
tables as easily as you can in
Microsoft Word.

Dreamweaver
looks and feels the same
—the enhancements here
are mostly under
the hood.
Fireworks CS3 lets you create
multiple levels of layers and sublayers, similar to what you can do
in Illustrator. It also helps you build
Web pages—you can create prototypes in Fireworks and save them
as PNG images. You can then
export the PNG file into HTML to
create a mockup Web site with

Review contributed by
Lance Whitney
If you represent a company that
has products you’d like reviewed in
ComputorEdge, or if you have suggestions for products you’d like to
see reviewed here, you can e-mail
Charles directly at reviews@com
putoredge.com.

Sudoku Correction

The Sudoku puzzle in the November 9
issue of ComputorEdge should have
included two additional clues in order
to yield only one unique solution. We
thank our readers Stewart Strait and
Joe Steinbach for pointing out the
error and keeping us on our toes.
Please see the corrected Sudoku
puzzle on the right. We are sorry for
any frustration or headaches the
incorrect puzzle may have caused.
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clickable links. Also, you can more
easily customize symbols from
Fireworks’ library without affecting
the original.
I liked the improvements and
new features in CS3. Photoshop,
Illustrator, and InDesign showed
more enhancements in the interface
than did Dreamweaver and Flash,
but all the programs are stronger.
Each of the Adobe CS3 suites is
compatible with Windows XP and
Vista, and Mac OS X. For more
details, scope out the CS3 Web site
(www.adobe.com/products/crea
tivesuite).
1/2

www.computoredge.com

4

2 8
3
9

7

©2007 ComputorEdge Magazine. All rights reserved.

November 16, 2007 21

Calendar
of Events

DECEMBER

NOVEMBER
1

2

2007
1

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

25

26

27

28

29

30

30

31

This calendar is only a partial list of events. For more listings and details go to www.computoredge.com/sandiego/calendar

Friday, November 16

Saturday, December 1

■ San Diego PC User Group: Friday Workshop—This
meeting is a question-and-answer session, in which we
share our mutual knowledge and experiences. There are
computers with Internet access available, and this often
helps to resolve questions. If you bring in your computer,
some hands-on troubleshooting can be done. Registration
is required in the San Diego Continuing Education system
and can be done when attending with no delay or cost.
Time: 6:30 p.m. Location: SD Center for Education &
Technology, 3249 Fordham St., Bldg. 1, Room 3, West City,
Point Loma Campus, San Diego, CA 92110.
Web site: sdpcug.org

■ Kernel-Panic Linux User Group (KPLUG): Installfest—
That Technical Bookstore Inc.—Kernel Panic Linux User
Group will be holding a Linux InstallFest at That Technical
Bookstore Inc. from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Installfest check list:
The computer you want to install on. This includes any
cables, wires, and peripheral devices such as keyboards,
mice and monitors that the computer needs to operate. If
the computer can’t run without it, then it is a requirement.
This also includes power strips, if you use them. As much
information about your hardware as possible. A positive
attitude. Installfests are a lot of fun, so a lot of people like to
come. The people who help you are sometimes doing about
five different things; it can get hectic, especially near the
last hour, close to the end of the day. Time: 10 a.m.
Location: That Technical Bookstore Inc., 8760 Complex
Drive, San Diego, CA 92123. Web site: www.kernelpanic.org

Monday, November 19
■ CompTIA Security+ —One week of intensive training.
The class runs Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. For alternate dates, visit www.cesdtraining.com.
Financing available.

Tuesday, November 20
■ San Diego PC User Group: Pinnacle Studio by Bob
Schuchman—Bob Schuchman will expand the information
in his articles about Pinnacle Studio by demonstrating some
of the steps in turning your videos into movies. Learn more
about why he thinks Pinnacle Studio has some of the best
editing features of programs of this type. Watch him learn
more about Studio as he shows you other features that he
knows nothing about! Time: 6:30 p.m. Location: UCSD
Extension, Mission Valley Center, 404 Camino Del Rio
South, San Diego, CA 92108. Web site: sdpcug.org

■ CompTIA Network+ —One week of intensive training.
The class runs Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Call 760-871-3100. For alternate dates, visit www
.cesdtraining.com. Financing available.
■ ICND1 (Interconnecting Cisco Network Devices)—
One week of intensive, hands-on training. The class runs
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Seating is
limited. Call 760-871-3100. For alternate dates, visit
www.cesdtraining.com. Financing available.

Wednesday, December 5
■ San Diego Linux User Group: Collaboration Tools, by
Brian Six—Time: 6:30 p.m. Location: 3954 Murphy Canyon
Road, Suite D-200, San Diego, CA 92123.
Web site: www.sdoss.org

Thursday, November 22

Happy Thanksgiving!
Wednesday–Thursday, Nov. 28–29
■ One Course Source, Open Source Conference —
Implementing Open Source in corporate IT. The conference
will be held at the Ramada Inn in San Diego. For more information, visit www.onecoursesource.com/ocs-osc.php or call
Kirsten Partenheimer at 619-303-5073.
22 November 16, 2007

Monday, December 3

■ Under the Computer Hood User Group: Year-end
Party—The meeting will be centered around Holiday Cheer.
There will be a pot luck of goodies brought in by members,
with beverages and paper goods provided by the club.
Time: 7 p.m. Location: SD County Office of Education, 6401
Linda Vista Road, Room 401, San Diego, CA 92111.
Web site: www.uchug.org

www.computoredge.com

COMPUTOREDGE

Thursday, December 6
■ Windows Networking Solutions User Group: Holiday
Party— Time: 6 p.m. Location: Coleman College, 1284 W.
San Marcos Blvd., San Marcos, CA 92069.
Web site: www.winsug.org

Monday, December 10
■ Linux LP1—One week of intensive training. The class
runs Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 760871-3100. For alternate dates, visit www.cesdtraining.com.
Financing available.

For more information, visit www.uchug.org or e-mail
uchug@juno.com. Time: 7 p.m. Location: SD County Office
of Education, 6401 Linda Vista Road, Room 401, San
Diego, CA 92111. Web site: www.uchug.org

Thursday, January 10
■ Windows Networking Solutions User Group: Building
Web Sites in Windows SharePoint Services 3.0 by Larry
Saunders—Time: 6 p.m. Location: Coleman College, 1284
W. San Marcos Blvd., San Marcos, CA 92069.
Web site: www.winsug.org

Monday, January 28

Saturday, December 15
■ Kernel-Panic Linux User Group (KPLUG): Installfest—
National City Adult Education Center—Kernel Panic Linux
User Group will be holding a Linux InstallFest at National
City Adult Education Center from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Installfest checklist: The computer you want to install on.
This includes any cables, wires, and peripheral devices such
as keyboards, mice and monitors that the computer needs
to operate. If the computer can’t run without it, then it is a
requirement. This also includes power strips, if you use
them. As much information about your hardware as possible. A positive attitude. Installfests are a lot of fun, so a lot
of people like to come. The people who help you out are
sometimes doing about five different things; it can get hectic, especially near the last hour, close to the end of the day.
Time: 10 a.m. Location: National City Adult Education
Center, 517 Mile of Cars Way, National City, CA 91950.
Web site: www.kernel-panic.org

■ ICND2 (Interconnecting Cisco Network Devices)—
One week of intensive, hands-on training. The class runs
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Seating is
limited. Call 760-871-3100. For alternate dates, visit
www.cesdtraining.com. Financing available.

Wednesday, February 6
■ San Diego Linux User Group: Linux on Handheld
Computers by T. Michael Turney—Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: 3954 Murphy Canyon Road, Suite D-200, San
Diego, CA 92123. Web site: www.sdoss.org

Wednesday, January 2
■ Under the Computer Hood User Group: Networking 401
Lab—A demonstration of advanced wireless networking
techniques. The public is welcome to this free presentation.

Free events of a non-commercial nature will be listed in Calendar free of charge
as space allows. Commercial events can be advertised in Calendar at a rate
of $25 for 25 words or less, with each additional word costing $1. Anything
separated by a space is considered one word.
In either case, type or legibly print your listing, including the date and time of your
event, its location, and the name and phone number of a contact person. Calendar
deadline is 4:30 p.m. on the Friday prior to publication date. Listings will not be
taken over the phone.
All commercial Calendar listings must be paid in advance by check or money
order. Enclose listing with payment, if applicable, and mail to Calendar of Events,
c/o ComputorEdge, P.O. Box 83086, San Diego, CA 92138.
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Finding Movie Trailers Online
By Jim Trageser

I

f you don’t go to the movies a lot,
you can miss out on the trailers for
upcoming releases. Even the TV
commercials rarely contain the full
trailer—and while a trailer can be
misleading (many a bad comedy has
all the good parts pretty much contained in its trailer), it’s still often a
more useful way to determine if you
want to see a film than just reading
someone’s review.
The Main Sites
Apple’s QuickTime site (www
.apple.com/trailers) was one of the
first places online to go download
movie trailers, and remains one of the
most complete. You will need, of
course, the free QuickTime plug-in to
view the trailers—but it’s easy to
install, and the picture and sound
quality is outstanding. (Although, the
trailers can take a bit of time to
download if you download the high
quality.) Trailers also all come in the
widescreen format.
Yahoo! Movies (movies.yahoo
.com) also has trailers of most of the
movies now out, as well as those
scheduled for release in the coming
weeks. While the QuickTime site
isn’t organized particularly well (you
scroll through miniature versions of
the lobby posters for each film;
although, once you click on a picture
the release date is listed), the Yahoo!
site is more organic, with current
releases listed in their order of sales,
and upcoming movies listed by
week.
In addition, Yahoo! has more
options—including actual scenes
from the movies. Only a few minutes
each, it’s still something different
than just the trailer.
I can’t tell what format the movies
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play in, but in Firefox 2, they loaded
up and played right in the browser, so
whatever the site is using worked just
fine for me.
The Internet Movie Database
(www.imdb.com) is, like Yahoo!,
more organically organized than the
QuickTime site—but it’s less intuitive to find the trailers. You go to a
movie’s page, then click on the Trailers link, then find the movie again,
and then watch the trailer. Goofy,
that.
The trailers are also preceded by a
commercial you can’t avoid (oh,
wait, that’s just like the theaters, isn’t
it?), and the picture quality is pretty
poor, as well as the image size itself
being small compared to QuickTime
and Yahoo!—and with no apparent
way to increase it.
Microsoft’s MSN Movie page
(www.movies.msn.com) is presumably streaming the trailers in Windows Media format—but again, as
with the others, it’s embedded so
seamlessly into the browser experience that it doesn’t really matter.
As with IMDb, you get the size
you’re fed—and it’s not very big,
although the picture quality itself is
very crisp and the audio has a theatrical stereo sound to it (at least on
headphones).
In terms of organization, MSN is
closer to Yahoo! than any of the others.

what film’s trailer you’re looking for.
ComingSoon.net (www.coming
soon.net) is more of a collection of
links than a collection of content
—when you click on a trailer, you’re
simply sent someplace else (Apple’s
QuickTime movies page in the case
of P2).
But it’s easy to navigate, easy to
browse upcoming releases by week,
and easy to watch the trailers. When
you get down to it, you don’t really
care whose server is feeding you the
trailer, do you? Plus, there are more
than links to trailers here. Interviews with stars and directors,
“making of” features, and other
online clips are all listed under a
movie’s main entry.
Movies.com (www.movies.com) is
more gossipy than the other sites—
sort of like an Entertainment Tonight
online. But it’s well organized, it’s
easy to find stuff, and the trailers are
right there on each movie’s entry.
They’re not very big, but the quality
seems good—although you’re again
stuck with ads you can’t skip through
before the trailer will begin.
Movie-List.com (www.movielist.com) specializes in providing
the basics on upcoming films
—organized by week, each movie’s
entry also contains links to various
other sites that host trailers. (And
here’s Apple’s QuickTime once
again!)
It’s well laid out, easy to navigate,
and easy to find what you’re looking
for.
IGN’s movie page (movies
.ign.com) offers a different kind of
choice when viewing a trailer—
watch it embedded or download it;
QuickTime or Windows Media. It’s
complete, well designed and easy to
use.
❏

More Sites
YouTube has quite a few trailers—most of them seemingly authorized by the studios. And there is a
film and animation section, although
browsing it is pretty frustrating.
You’re better off just doing a search
Jim Trageser can be reached via
from the home page if you know his Web site (www.trageser.com).
www.computoredge.com
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Bookmark our Web page, www.computoredge.com/sandiego, for easy access to these valuable Web sites:
CONSULTING

PUBLICATIONS

Business Writing by Nightcats Multimedia
www.nightcats.com

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT
Desktop & Web Application Consultant
www.binhtu.com

*COMPUTOREDGE MAGAZINE*

GOVERNMENT

TRAFFIC

California State Government
www.ca.gov

San Diego’s Free Weekly
Computer and Internet Magazine

City of San Diego
www.sandiego.gov

Caltrans
www.dot.ca.gov

*www.computoredge.com*

Department of Motor Vehicles
www.dmv.ca.gov

SOFTWARE

Internal Revenue Service
www.irs.gov

San Diego Area Traffic Report
www.dot.ca.gov/dist11/d11tmc/
sdmap/showmap.html

*GDS STOREFRONT ESTIMATING*

San Diego Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
www.sdchcc.com

Office of Traffic Safety
www.ots.ca.gov

Sigalert
www.sigalert.com

San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce
www.sdchamber.org
Is a Leading Publisher of Estimating Software
For the Commercial Glass and Glazing Industry

INTERNET SAFETY
The CyberTipline
www.cybertipline.com

*www.storefrontestimating.com*

WEB CONSULTING
Michael J. Ross
www.ross.ws

Check out ComputorEdge Magazine right from
your desktop every Friday. Start up your Internet
browser and go to ComputorEdge Online at:
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In addition to our Feature Articles look for these favorites . . .
EB
EW
H
NT
TO
O
H

COMPUTOREDGE

SS
NE
AD

G

L
ITA
DIG

E’S
DAV

BLO

C

MA

M

www.computoredge.com

UM

OR
’S F
ER

D

REA

CH
EAR
S
B
JO

November 16, 2007 25

User Groups
ComputorEdge provides the computer users of San Diego with this User Group list as a public service. Groups are listed by name, next
meeting date, and Web site or contact information. For more detailed information, go to www.computoredge.com/sandiego/usergroups

APPLE/MAC
Final Cut Pro User Group (FCPUG)
Wednesday, December 12, 6:30 p.m.
www.sdmug.org/sigs/fcpug.php
Mac 101 SIG
Monday, November 19, 6 p.m.
www.sdmug.org/sigs/mac101sig.php
Oceanside Macintosh User Group (OMUG)
Wednesday, November 28, 6:30 p.m.
www.omug.net
San Diego Macintosh User Group
Wednesday, December 5, 6:45 p.m.
www.sdmug.org
San Diego Modo User Group
Monday, November 26, 6:30 p.m.
www.sdmodo.org
SDMUG North County SIG
Monday, December 3, 6 p.m.
www.sdmug.org/sigs/northcountysig.php

CAD

Tri-City Computer Club of Oceanside
Tuesday, November 20, 1 p.m.
www.tricitycomputerclub.com

San Diego .Net Developers Group
Tuesday, December 4, 6 p.m.
www.sddotnetdg.org

Under the Computer Hood User Group
Wednesday, December 5, 7 p.m.
Year-end Party
www.uchug.org

San Diego Oracle User Group
Date to be announced, 9 a.m.
www.sdoug.org

INTERNET/WEB

San Diego Perl Mongers
Monday, December 10, 7 p.m.
www.sandiego.pm.org

Active Server Pages Developers’ SIG
Tuesday, January 15, 6 p.m.
asp.sig.webpublishing.com/
San Diego Cold Fusion User Group
Wednesday, November 21, 6 p.m.
www.sdcfug.org

JAVA
San Diego Java User Group (SDJUG)
Tuesday, November 20, 7 p.m.
www.sdjug.com

LINUX/UNIX/BSD

Revit User Group of San Diego
Thursday, December 13, 6 p.m.
chadley@san.rr.com

Kernel-Panic Linux User Group (KPLUG)
Saturday, December 1, 10 a.m.
Installfest—That Technical Bookstore Inc.
www.kernel-panic.org

San Diego SolidWorks User Group
Wednesday, December 12, 6:30 p.m.
www.triaxialdesign.com/usergroup/

San Diego BSD User Group
Thursday, December 6, 7 p.m.
www.sdbug.org

GENEALOGY
Chula Vista Genealogical Society
Wednesday, November 28, 10 a.m.
www.cgssd.org/
Computer Genealogy Society of San Diego
Saturday, November 17, 9 a.m.
www.cgssd.org

IBM OR COMPATIBLE
Application Systems Group (ASG)
Date to be announced, 5:30 p.m.
www.asg400.org
Fallbrook PC User Group
Weekly, Thursday, 6 p.m.
www.fpcug.net
San Diego Computer Society
Saturday, November 17, 7 p.m.
www.sdcs.org

San Diego Linux User Group
Wednesday, December 5, 6:30 p.m.
Collaboration Tools, by Brian Six.
www.sdoss.org

NETWORKING

San Diego Photoshop User Group
Saturday, December 1, 12 p.m.
www.sdphotoshopusers.com
San Diego Ruby User Group
Thursday, December 6, 7:30 p.m.
sdruby.com
San Diego SAS User Group SANDS
Date to be announced, 12 p.m.
www.sandsug.org
San Diego SQL User Group
Thursday, January 17, 6 p.m.
www.sdsqlug.org

SPECIAL INTEREST
IEEE Computer Society of San Diego
Tuesday, November 20, 11 a.m.
ieee.sdsu.edu
North County Video Makers Club
Wednesday, November 21, 6:30 p.m.
www.ncvideo.com
San Diego Computer-Using Educators (SDCUE)
Sunday, December 9, 12 p.m.
www.sdcue.org

San Diego Network Professional Association
Weekly, Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.
www.sdnpa.org

San Diego ISSA Information Systems Security Association
Wednesday, December 19, 11:30 a.m.
www.issa.org

San Diego Windows 2003 User Group
Thursday, December 20, 12 p.m.
www.sdw2003.org

San Diego OpenSolaris User Group
Wednesday, November 21, 6 p.m.
sdosug.org

Storage Networking User Group
Weekly, Thursday, 11:30 a.m.
www.storagenetworking.org

San Diego OS/2 User Group
Monday, November 26, 7 p.m.
home.san.rr.com/cq/sdos2ug/

Windows Networking Solutions User Group
Thursday, December 6, 6 p.m.
Holiday Party—
www.winsug.org

San Diego Small Business Server User Group
Wednesday, November 21, 6 p.m.
www.sdsbsug.org

SOFTWARE

San Diego PC User Group
Friday, November 16, 6:30 p.m.
Friday Workshop
sdpcug.org

Access User Group of San Diego
Wednesday, November 21, 6 p.m.
www.augsd.org

Seniors Computer Group
Saturday, November 17, 9:30 a.m.
http://home.san.rr.com/scg/about_us.html

ACCPAC/Crystal Users
Sunday, December 9, 10 a.m.
Fortressmonitor.com

South Bay Computer Club
Weekly, Wednesday, 7 p.m.
earlyam.tripod.com/sbcc

FoxPro Developers Network of San Diego
Thursday, December 13, 6:30 p.m.
www.foxdevsd.org

SimFlite-Flight Simulation Group
Saturday, December 8, 12 p.m.
www.simflite.com
Women in Technology International
Date to be announced, 11:45 a.m.
www.witi.com

WINDOWS
San Diego .Net User Group
Tuesday, November 27, 6:30 p.m.
www.sandiegodotnet.com

Please help us maintain this list by sending updates to grace.tec@computoredge.com, or fax changes to 858-573-0205.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Announcements
FURNISHED OFFICES for rentComputorEdge is offering space in our
Kearny Mesa offices to computer people.
Full-service offices available with T-1
Internet access, fixed IPs available,
telephone and furnishings to suit your
needs. Call 858-573-0315 for information.

Used Computers
DELL LATITUDE C800 laptop has 850MHz
P3 CPU, 384MB RAM, 20GB HD, Windows
XP Pro, CD burner, battery holds good
charge, has 802.11G wifi card, asking $200,
call 619-438-2111.
GATEWAY PROFILE 4 all-in-one with 17inch LCD, P4 2.5GHz, 768MB RAM, 80GB
HD, DVD-ROM/CD-R, FD, 100MB Ethernet,
56K modem, keyboard, mouse $200, call
858-458-1525.
SELL YOUR COMPUTER FAST! For more
information on how to place your FREE
private party ad, visit ComputorEdge
at www.computoredge.com or call 858573-0315.

Classifieds Now Accepted Online!
Visit our Web site at
www.computoredge.com/sandiego
Click on “Advertising”

Categories:

Advertising Policy: The purpose of the classified advertising section of ComputorEdge is to provide
a forum for communication within the computer market of the San Diego area. The publishers of ComputorEdge
make no claims or warranties for the products or services advertised in ComputorEdge. It is the responsibility
of the individual to verify the authenticity of any product or service prior to purchase. ComputorEdge will not
knowingly publish any advertising which encourages the copying and illegal sale or distribution of copyrighted
software. It is the responsibility of all buyers and sellers to comply with any licensing agreements in force. The
publishers reserve the right to reject or cancel any ad which does not conform to the standards of the publication.
Instructions: Type or print your ad legibly. Anything separated by a space is considered a word. Legitimate
hyphenated words are considered one word. Indicate on your ad the classified category under which you would like
your ad placed. A phone number must accompany the ad. All classified ads are payable in advance of publication by
check, money order, or credit card. All classified submissions, changes and cancellations must be
received prior to the deadline. Classified advertisements will not be accepted over the phone. Please enclose ad
with payment, if applicable, and any special instructions in an envelope and mail to: ComputorEdge Magazine, P.O.
Box 83086, Attn: Classified Dept., San Diego, CA 92138. To submit your ad online, visit www.computoredge.com/
sandiego. Click on Advertising. For more information, please call 858-573-0315.
Business Ads: Minimum charge – $30.00 for 25 words or less, 50 cents per additional word. To run
your ad in more than one classified section or in more than one issue, multiply cost accordingly (total cost
would equal Ad Cost x Number of Sections x Number of Issues). Discounts for multiple paid ads are as follows:
6 ads – $27.50 each, 9 ads – $26.25 each, 12 ads or more – $25.00 each. Multiple ads must run consecutively.
Free Ads: Private parties may qualify for ONE free classified ad every five weeks, 25 words or less. Each
additional word, 5O cents. Free ads may NOT be used to sell new equipment. Only Categories marked
with a filled-in box qualify for private party ads. Personal ads will be printed on a space available basis when
judged not to be of a commercial nature. There is no responsibility on the part of ComputorEdge to notify parties who
fail to comply with the “free ad” policy. Any questions regarding eligibility for free ads should be addressed, in writing,
to the ComputorEdge Classifieds Department. One submission per month free. Each additional ad is $30.00 for 25
words and 5O cents per additional word.
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Deadline: Friday prior to publication, 4:30 p.m. for free private party ads.
Monday prior to publication, 12:00 noon for paid ads. (Excluding Holidays.)

Accounting
Announcements
Business Opportunities
CAD
Computer Consultants
Computer Furniture
Computer Parts
Desktop Publishing
Disk Drives
Handicapped/Special Ed
Instruction
Laptops
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous Hardware
Modems
Multi-Users
Networking
New Computers
Plotters
Printers
Publications
Rentals
Repair
Services
Software
Supplies
Swaps & Trades
Used Computers
Video Displays
Wanted To Buy

Video Displays
COMPUTER MONITOR 17 to 19-inch for
sale, $85-$100 or make offer, Alex 619277-1474.
MITSUBISHI DIAMOND Pro 710 monitor, 17inch flat CRT in white enclosure, cable
included, MAC or PC, 1600 x 1200 resolution,
fabulous monitor $25, call 858-391-1653.
MONITOR 17-INCH 19-inch CRT works
great, comes with power cord $15/obo, call
760-518-1169.

Computer Parts
NOTEBOOK MEMORY 512MB PC2-4200
SO-DIMM 200-pin, 1 Dimm of 512MB for
$20, must sell, call 619-481-1985.
SELL YOUR old computer equipment fast.
For information on how to place your FREE
private party ad, visit ComputorEdge at
www.computoredge.com or call 858-5730315.

Join
Onli Us
ne!

Us
Join ne!
Onli

Post Problems • Share Solutions
Have Fun or Just Vent
Just go to wwwcomputoredgecom
and click on the Reader’s Forum banner

Computer Furniture
ERGONOMIC SLIDE out keyboard tray by
Sunway, Inc. 20.5-inches wide, 11-inches
deep, padded wrist guard, black, mouse tray
slides out either side, instructions $50, call
858-391-1653.
OFFICE CUBICLES. Save time and money
with pre-owned or refurbished cubicles, free
onsite space planning. We can match most
systems. Call 760-560-5800 www
.sandiegocubicles.com. We buy and sell.

Rentals
FURNISHED OFFICES for rentComputorEdge is offering space in our
Kearny Mesa offices to computer people.
Full-service offices available with T-1
Internet access, fixed IPs available,
telephone and furnishings to suit your
needs. Call 858-573-0315 for information.
COMPUTOREDGE

SELL YOUR
USED COMPUTER
EQUIPMENT

FAST!
Call ComputorEdge for
information on how to
place your private party
FREE Classified ad.

WIRELESS DSL
HI SPEED WIRELESS INTERNET

1999/month

from $

All Taxes Included

Free Wireless Equipment • Great for Homes!
Businesses Become a Wi-Fi Hot Spot!

GAIN AND RETAIN CUSTOMERS!

(858) 573-0315

CWNET

Call for details. Some restrictions may apply.

1•800•557•5029
www.cwnet.com

www.computoredge.com
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Getting the Job
By Douglas E. Welch

F

inding a job can be difficult, no matter if it is your
first job or your twentieth. That said, finding that first
“real” job can leave you wondering just how you’re supposed to get started if no one will give you a chance.
As with most things in life, there is no secret to success, but there are a few ways to increase the chances of
finding a good first job, and making a great start on the
career you deserve.
Passion
While it may seem an extravagant luxury, the most
important aspect of getting a great job is passion. Find
something you are passionate about, whether in your area
of study or not, and pursue jobs in that area. Passion is of
incalculable value in an interview. If you are talking about
something you are passionate about, it will be clear to the
interviewer. There is no way to hide it.
Conversely, there is no way to fake it if it isn’t there to
begin with. Focus on interviewing for jobs you are passionate about, and not just any job that presents itself.
Too often, especially early in a career, we are desperate
and grasp at any opportunity that presents itself. It’s
understandable, of course. We need to make money, and
we want to get started on a career, not just another placeholder job. Sure, you may need to take a job out of necessity, but you can’t let that cloud your thinking and make a
large commitment to a job that means little to you. You
need to constantly be looking for a job that meets your
needs.
Once you believe you have found a career you can be
passionate about, focus on companies that will allow you
to pursue that passion. Again, you will be focusing your
job search and not wasting time pursuing jobs that you
don’t really want. This focus will help you to ignore jobs
that are entirely out of your area of interest, and help
develop targets where you can invest the majority of your
time. Expend your efforts in those areas that can yield the
most, or biggest rewards.
Connections
When you are just starting your career, your biggest
weakness can be the lack of connections. Some of you
will be able to find out about job openings, or even get
interviews due to family and friends, but I find that these
might not generate as many opportunities as you hope.
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The fact is, these contacts are interviewing you out of a
sense of obligation, not because they have any interest in
you, or because you have any real interest in the job.
There are better ways to build your connections, and you
do many of them every day.
If you aren’t doing it already, start attending Meetups,
networking meetings, and any other opportunities to meet
other people involved in your area of interest. Check out
Meetup.com (www.meetup.com), and see if there is a
meeting in your area on your favorite topic. If not, consider starting one of your own. After all, the best way to be
known by everyone is to be the founder of the group.
Take every opportunity to talk to as many people as possible. You can never be sure who might be in the position
to offer you your first, or next, great job.
Parallel Path
Finally, while it might sound crazy, you should try to
develop your own job or company around your passion.
This doesn’t mean you stop looking for a job, only that
you open a parallel path. Thomas Alva Edison supposedly said, “Everything comes to he who hustles while he
waits,” and I think that is great advice. This means that
every hour you are not involved in your current, stopgap
job, you are thinking about, or actively working on, getting a job or developing your own opportunities.
I usually describe it in this way: “When you are unemployed, getting a job becomes your job.” You need to
apply as much care and attention to your job search as
you would to a job you love.
I know that sometimes it can feel like you will never
get a job, let alone a job you love, but if you focus on
your true career desires, build your relationships with
others and maybe even create your own job, let me
assure you that you can and will find a job. People find
jobs every day, many with fewer opportunities than you
enjoy.
Those who succeed share one thing in common, they
all “hustle while they wait,” and focus on getting a great
job and starting to build the career they truly deserve. ❏

Our Readers
Are Your Next Employees
ComputorEdge readers are among the best educated, most highly skilled
professionals in the industry. When they’re looking for a career change, the
first place they turn is to the Career Opportunities Listings in ComputorEdge.
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Opportunities Department
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES
Computer Recycling
Recycle San Diego
Free Electronics Recycling Open 6 Days
Monitors, Computers, TVs, and more!
7716 Clairemont Mesa Blvd
1-866-525-6655-www.RecycleSD.com

Computer Services
GizmoTek Consulting
PC/Network Services for Small Businesses
Strive to Address All Your Company’s IT
Needs. HW/SW Solution. Paul 619-216-2580
McBride PC Services
In Home/Office Service, Networks
Troubleshooting. BBB Accredited
619-420-9242—mpcserv@cox.net
The Computer Tutor - Extraordinaire
Exorcisms Performed, Computer Demons
Removed. Home/Office Setup, Repair,
Instruction. Windows, Office, Internet.
More Than Reasonable. Call 619-284-7479

Consulting
Worthey Solutions
Automated Graphical Reports, Analysis
Web-based Reports. Access/Excel Apps
www.worthey.com—858-231-2675

Data Recovery
# 1 AAA San Diego Data Recovery
SD’s #1 Largest Auth Data Recovery Center
Free Pickup - Onsite Cleanroom. RAID,
Hard Drives, Floppy, Tape, Flash, Photos.
Founded by: Former UCSD Instructor.
Forensic Recovery - MP3s
Call 619-977-7340—858-523-1633
1US Recovery/SDCom.com
Professional Data Recovery Services
On All Operating Systems and Media.

Free Diagnostic. See Our Ad. Toll Free
1-US-Recovery—www.1usrecovery.com
CBL Data Recovery Technologies, Inc.
Manager Doug Owens
San Diego 619-449-1200
www.cbltech.com—1-800-551-3917
Clear Computer Data Recovery
North County’s Professional Solution
All Media, Fast Turnaround. Free
Diagnostic. Clearly the Best—760-402-5411

Phone Systems
Exp. Asterisk Phone System Setup
And Maintenance. We Can Implement Your
Multi-Office Asterisk Setups. Tune
Your System. Call 858-565-2155
San Diego Technology Group—SDTEK.NET
Experienced with 80 Installs of VoIP
Cost Effective with Robust Features
Call 866.95.SDTEK or contact@sdtek.net

Programming
Macintosh Specialist
Macsimizers
On-Site Service for Home and Small
Office Needs. Serving SD County Since
1988. Richard Parcel—619-465-6499

Networking
JNet Services
Network Services for SMBs
Microsoft Certified, Member BBB
Windows 2000/2003, SBS 2000/2003
760-271-6528—www.jnetservices.com
North County Technology Group
Windows Small Business Server Specialist
“We Manage Your Computers”
www.nctg.com—760-734-4315
Software Blueprint IT Consulting
Owner-operated; 20 years experience
Microsoft Security Certified (MCSE)
800-840-2499 www.SoftwareBlueprint.com
Team H2O
2006 & 2003 Winner BBB Torch Award San Diego! No-Cost Network Needs
Analysis (Companies 15-100 Workstations)
Microsoft Gold Partner/Cisco & Apple!
Expert Troubleshooting, Security, VPN SPAM
Solutions. WAN/LAN/Wi-Fi 858-576-1426
or 800-800-9H2O www.goTEAMH2O.com

Golden Gate Software
Quality Work Using MS Technologies
VB.NET, Access DB, ASP.NET, SQL Server
CD Duplication. ggsft.com—858-336-9787

Rentals
Rent an Office at ComputorEdge
Full Service Offices For Lease
T-1 Internet (Fixed IPs Available)
Call 858-573-0315 For More Information

Repair
A+ HP Authorized Repairs!
Laptop/PC/Printer/Plotter/Toner & Ink
FREE Diagnostic/Cleaning. 24/7 Svc.
5937 Balboa Ave 92111—PH 858-560-4100
AAA Emergency PC Repair
Off Hours/Weekends/Holidays Immediate Svc
Desktop/Laptop/Handheld, On-Site/In-Shop
Pickup/Delivery Available—619-889-9674
Chips and Memory
PC Repair and Upgrade
$25 Diagnostics
858-279-2447
LaserQuick
Free Phone Estimates/1-Day Repair Service
Low-Cost Flat-Rate Labor (Free Cleaning)
619-441-5020—Toll Free 877-354-2045

For information, contact Grace at 858-573-0315. Directory rates are as follows: 1 listing 1 week $30,
6 weeks $27.50 each, 9 weeks $26.25 each, and 12 weeks $25 each. One listing consists of four lines of
up to 38 characters each. (First line is company name only.) Additional lines may be purchased at $10
each. The Directory of Services deadline is at 4:30 p.m. on the Friday before the publication date. Directory
submissions now accepted online! Visit www.computoredge.com/sandiego. Click on advertising.
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